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MONSIEUR   LE   COMTE   DE   C 

S  I  Ri 

X  HE  favourable  opinion  you  are 
pleafed  to  exprefs  of  my  Travels, 
ought  not,  I  am  afraid,  to  be  attri- 
buted to  their  merit,  but  folely  to 
that  zeal  for  the  general  interefts 
of  men,  and  the  encouragement  of 
the  public  fervice,  by  which  you 
are  eminently  diftinguifhed. 
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It  was  never  my  intention  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  criticifm  of  flrangers  the 
faults  and  imperfedtions  of  my  ftyle^ 
which,  I  confefs,  has  often  appeared 
defedive  to  myfelf ;  and  nothing 
but  your  authority  could  have  en- 
gaged me  in  the  dcfign  of  putting 
my  crude  diary  in  order.  Monf* 
le  Comte  de  Buifon  and  you  have, 
unfortunately  perhaps,  over-ruled 
my  judgement.  Your  friendfhip, 
and  the  very  flattering  fuifrage  of 
that  excellent  genius,  fo  juftly  ce- 
lebrated in  the  annals  of  literarj^ 
fame,  for  his  talle,  for  his  preci- 
fion,  and  for  that  incomparable 
pencil  with  which  he  has  traced 
the  Hillory  of  Nature,  could  not 
fail  to  feduce  me.  Neverthlefs, 
to  confent  that  my  travels  fliall  be 
[^offered  to  the  perufal  of  the  public, 

mult 
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muft    be   a  very  perilous   compli- 
ance ;    but  iHll,  however  unafFec- 
tedly  diffident  o£  my  own  compo- 
sitions,  and  whatever  may  be  their 
fate  in  the  judgement  of  the  world, 
I  cannot  decline  yielding  to  your 
requell.     It   is  unneceffary  to  fay, 
that  I  have  no  pretenfions   what- 
ever to   the   qualities   expelled  in 
an    author  ;    that  the    bufinefs  of 
adive  life  has  afforded  me  neither 
time    nor    opportunity    to    acquire 
them  ;  and  therefore  in  the  follow- 
ing pages  I  prefume  only  to  give  a 
fimple   and    inartificial   defcription 
of  obje&j  as  they  impreifed  them- 
felves  upon  my  mind.      But,    Sir, 
will  others  fliow  the  fame  candour 
and  indulgence  with  you  ?  Will  the 
public,   for  the  fake  of  unadorned 
truth,  pardon  the  flyleof  a  military 
A  3  man, 
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man,  who  has  been  long  a  wanderer 
in  wild  and  favage  countries  ;  who 
feeks  only  to  convey  his  fentiments 
to  the  reader  without  confufion. ; 
and  who,  little  concerned  for  the 
ftudied  ornaments  of  compofition, 
is  ambitious  of  perfpicuity  alone  ? 
This  work  is  the  production  nei- 
ther of  a  philofopher,  nor  of  a 
man  verfant  in  letters  ;  it  is  the 
plain  relation  of  a  traveller,  the 
friend  of  man  and  of  nature,  who 
affeds  not  the  chara£^er  of  deep 
fagacity,  but  rather  that  of  candid 
and  common  obfervation.  In  con- 
fidering  perfons,  manners,  and 
things,  the  natural  fenfibility  of 
my  mind  frequently  gives  occafion 
to  refle6:ions,  which  1  have  no 
doubt  muft  claim  the  reader's  in- 
dulgence ;    but  if  he   will  conde- 

fcen^ 
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fcend  to  be  my  companion  in  the 
courfe  of  long  and  painful  travels, 
which  I  undertook  in  the  hope  and 
earnefl:  defire  of  ferving  my  country, 
as  well  as  qf  gratifying  the  early  and 
innocent  propenfities  of  my  own 
mind,  I  am  confident  the  indul- 
gence I  folicit  will  not  be  with- 
held. 

I  am  foon  to  fail  for  France ;  My 
health  is  confiderably  improved, 
and  the  continuance  of  war  renders 
my  prefence  neceflary  at  home. 
But,  in  fpite  of  the  very  fincere 
pleafure  I  have  in  the  profpe£t  of 
meeting  with  my  friend,  I  cannot, 
though  my  abfence  Ihould  only 
prove  temporary,  part  without  ex- 
treme regret  from  my  delightful 
valley  of  Baradaire.  Alas !  the 
A  4  beauty 
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beauty  of  this  climate,  and  the 
peaceful  rural  borders  of  my  river, 
accord  more  with  my  feelings  than 
the  noify  and  contentious  fcenes 
which  await  me  in  Europe.  It  is  in 
the  conftancy  and  refources  of  your 
friendlliip  alone  that  I  can  hope  to 
be  compenfated  for  the  pleafures  I 
muft  relinquifh  with  my  prefent 
retreat. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
fentiments  the  moft  fincere  and  re- 
fpedful, 

SIR, 

Your  moft  humble^ 
And  moft  obedient  fervant. 
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TRAVELS   ROUND   THE  WORLD, 
BY     SEA    AND    LAND. 

PART       L 

A  VOYAGE  WESTWARD  FROM  THE  COAST  OF 
FRANCE,  CROSSING  THE  ATLANTIC,  AME- 
RICA, THE  SOUTH  SEA,  AND  THE  CHINESE 
ARCHIPELAGO,    TO  THE   ISLAND   OF  JAVA. 


CHAP.      L 

Detail  of  the  Objedis  to  be  embraced  In  the 
prefcfit  Undertaking — In  exploring  a  North- 
Weji  Pajjage  the  Author  ?'efolves  to  accom- 
modate himjelf  to  the  Cujioms  and  Manners 
of  the  Natiom  through  whofe  'Territories 
he  mujl  necejfarily  pafs — After  a  Pajfage 
from  Rochfort  to  St.  Domingo,  he  embarks 
at  that  Ifland  for  New  Orleans, 

T>  E  F  O  R  E  I  proceed  to  the  narrative  of 

my  Voyage  round  the  World,   I  have 

only  to  obferve  that,  invited  by  certain  cir- 

VoL.  I.  B  cum- 
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Cumftances  relative  to  my  private  views,  as 
well  as  on  account  of  the  fervice  of  the 
navy  in  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be 
engaged,  I  conceived  the  defign  of  explo- 
ring the   Indian   feas  by   a  weftern   navi- 


gation. 


It  wag  in  the  next  place  my  intention, 
|)urfuing  a  courfe  towards  the  north,  to 
traverfe  China  and  Tartary,  and,  having 
penetrated  as  far  as  the  coaft  of  Kamtfchatka, 
to  direa  my  induftry,  in  the  line  of  the 
Ruffian  {hores,  to  the  difcovery  of  a  north-- 
weft  palTage. 

To  ftudy  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of 
thefe  northern  tribes,  to  affume  their  drels 
and  charaaer,  and,  by  attending  them  in 
all  their  expeditions,  to  move  on  from  one 
village  to  another  along  the  fea-coaft,  were 
the  very  fimple  means  by  which  1  hoped  to 
accomplifh  this  lafl  part  of  my  plan.     I  had 
little  doubt  of  meeting  with  this  great  ob- 
jed  of  nautical  inveftigation  fomewhere  on 
the  northern  confines  of  Siberia  ;  or,  if  the 
continuity  of  land  {hould  condud  me  into 
the  polar  regions  of  America,  I  (hould  at 
leaft  have  the  fatisfadion  to  afcertain  the 

abfokte 
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abfolute  impoffibility  of  any  fuch  commu- 
nication:  but  being  unable  to  obtain,  as  will 
afterwards  be  mentioned,  letters  from  the 
miffionaries  of  Luconia  to  their  friends  in 
the  Chinefe  dominions,  I  was  under  the 
neceffity  of  defifting  from  this  part  of  my 
intended  expedition. 

I  ufed,  even  from  my  childhood,  to  read 
with  lively  emotions  the  relations  of  travel- 
lers who  had  been  engaged  in  the  difcovery 
of  unknown  countries  ;  and  at  a  more  ma- 
ture age,  the  conquefts  of  Europeaa  na- 
tions in  the  two  Indies,  and  the  adventures 
of  the  Ruffians  in  the  northern  parts  of  their 
vaft  empire,  awakened  my  ambition  for 
limilar  enterprizes ;  but  above  all,  an  ardent 
defire  to  furvey  Nature's  works  in  the  na- 
tive charms  with  which  they  came  from  the 
hand  of  the  Creator,  became  in  me  a  fli- 
mulus  to  a£lion,  and  obtained  entire  pof- 
feffion  of  m^  mind.  I  was  ftrongly  per- 
fuaded  that  inconftancy,  impatience,  and  a 
crowd  of  idle  and  artificial  wants,  incident 
to  men  who,  from  their  birth  and  educa- 
tion, have  been  exclufively  invefted  with  the 
command  of  every  important  expedition, 
B  2  would 
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would  eafily  account  for  the  little  advan- 
tage derived  to  the  public  from  many  pre- 
ceding voyages.  Hence  I  was  inclined  to 
infer,  that  a  hardy  and  laborious  manner 
of  life,  maintained  with  fortitude  and  per- 
feverance,  was  the  only  probable  means  of 
rendering  the  enterprizes  of  the  traveller  ©f 
fome  benefit  to  mankind  :  and,  having  an 
opinion  that  man  is  originally  free  from  ma- 
lice, innocent,  and  iiioffenfive,  in  proportion 
as  he  is  removed  from  the  arts  of  a  refined 
and  luxurious  life ;  an  extreme  fimplicity  in 
my  whole  conduct  and  chara£ler,  however 
difliked  by  the  faflidious  tafte  of  the  po- 
lifhed  European,  promifed  to  be  my  beft 
recommendation  to  rude  and  uninformed 
minds.  In  thefe  views,  I  lofl  fight  of  every 
difficulty  before  me,  refle6:ed  on  the  out- 
lines of  my  plan  with  all  the  ardour  of  en- 
thuliafm,  and  was  only  felicitous  for  an  op- 
portunity of  carrying  it  into  tffedt. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  my  mind,  when, 
in  the  year  1766,  my  duty  as  an  officer 
called  me  from  Rochfort  to  the  iiland  of 
St.  Domingo,  concerning  which  I  have  no- 
thing to  obferve,  fiace  that  country,  as  well 

a$> 
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as  the  navigation  thither,  has  been  long 
Sufficiently  known. 

In  conformity  to  thefe  rules,  by  which  I 
hoped  to  efcape  the  mifcarriages  of  former 
travellers,  I  began  to  inure  myfelf  to  habits 
of  life  as  fimple  and  fevere  as  new  to  my 
experience  ;  a  courfe  of  difcipline,  however, 
I  will  fairly  own,  rather  impofed  by  neceffity 
than  embraced  from  choice,  haying  neither 
fortune  nor  credit  fufficient  to  enable  me 
to  viiit,  in  the  eafy  and  convenient  manner 
I  could  have  wifhed,  nations  either  wholly 
favage,  little  civilized,  or  for  particular  rea- 
fons  averfe  to  ftrangers.  I  now  haftened 
to  the  accomplifliment  of  my  favourite  plan 
with  every  degree  of  alacrity  aqd  difpatch, 
confident  with  the  regard  I  owed  to  the  fer- 
yice  ;  and  availing  myfelf  of  an  opportunity 
I  might  never  have  found  equally  propitious 
to  my  delign  in  any  other  place  than  Cape 
Francois,  I  refolved  to  depart. 

1  embarked  in  a  French  veffel  bound  to 
New  Orleans,  relying  for  fuccefs  in  a  fub- 
miffion  to  Providence,  on  auftere  habits 
of  life,  on  courage,  and  on  a  perfeverance 
by  which  I  hoped  to  overcome  all  toil  and 
B  3  fa- 
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fatigue,  and  even  the  hardfhips  of  bodily 
labour,  when  on  any  occafion  circumftances 
might  render  that  expedient.  New  Orleans 
had  lately  been  ceded  to  the  Spaniards,  but 
flill  I  was  in  hopes  it  naight.  be  poflible  to 
pafs  through  the  country,  which  lies  be- 
tween the  river§.-Miffiflippi  and  Rio  Grande, 
or  Bravo,  'which  feparates  the  province  of 
Louifiana  from  New  Spain,  and  which  is 
inhabited  entirely  by  favage  tribes.  This 
comprehends  an  immenfe  extent  of  coun- 
try ;  but,  undifmayed  by  the  many  diffi- 
culties in  my  way,  I  determined  to  purfue 
the  tra£l  I  had  projedled,  and  to  endeavour 
to  enter  the  province  of  New  Spain  by  the 
frontiers  of  New  Mexico. 


CHAR 


BY    SEA    AND  LAND. 


CHAP.      II. 


j^r  rival  at  the  Entrance  oftheMlJfiJJippl — De- 
fcrlption  of  that  River,  and  of  the  Mohllle 
— the  Precautions  to  be  obferved  in  naviga- 
ting this  perilous  Coaji. 

TTTE  failed  from  Gape  Francois  the  laft 
^^  day  of  June  1767,  Peering  for  the 
old  channel  ;  and  the  wind  being  eafterly, 
our  courfe  was  wefl-north-weft.  Keeping 
iriore  to  the  north- weft,  we  gradually  loft 
fight  of  land,  and  paffed  north  of  St.  Ni- 
cholas' Mole,  at  thq  diftance  of  eight 
leagues.  Continuing  our  courfe  under  the 
fame  wind,  we  foon  obferved  the  coaft  of 
Cuba,  faw  Cape  de  Mulas,  and  proceeded 
in  queft  of  the  iflands  de  Palumas,  which, 
form,  on  the  fide  of  the  main,  the  entrance 
to  the  old  channel ;  but  in  order  to  make 
fure  of  thefe  iflands,  their  fituation  being 
extremely  low,  we  had  been  at  great  pains 
to  afcertain  Cape  de  Mulas  ;  for  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  coaft  of  Cuba  is  not  eafily 
perceived,  and  it  requires  all  the  Ikill  and 
B  4  ad. 
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addrefs  of  an  intelligent  pilot  to  approach  it 
without  danger.  We  entered  the  channel 
with  the  iflands  of  Palumas  on  the  left,  and 
Sandy  Iflands  on  the  flarboard  fide.  It  is 
here  five  leagues  in  breadth,  and  continues 
much  the  fame  for  almoft  fixty  leagues. 
The  old  channel  is  formed  on  the  fide  of 
the  ocean  by  a  chain  of  fmall  iflands  and 
rocks,  which  extends  to  the  channel  of  the 
Bahamas  ;  and  on  the  fide  of  the  ifland  of 
Cuba  by  a  reef  of  rocks  and  fand-banks, 
ftretching  out  of  fight  from  land. 

The  wind  was  flill  at  eafl,  with  a  gentle 
breeze  ;  and  havino;  the  advantage  of  the 
current,  we  had  the  good  fortune  to  clear 
the  channel  in  the  fpace  of  four  days.  It 
is  furprifing,  that  fhips  which  have  occafion 
to  navigate  thofe  feas  expofe  themfelves  to 
a  long,  and,  by  reafon  of  frequent  calms, 
a  tedious  voyage  fouth-weft  of  Cuba;  fince, 
by  purfuing  the  old  channel,  if  the  mafler 
be  but  properly  on  his  guard,  all  thofe  in- 
conveniences may  eafily  be  avoided.  We 
now  flood  diredly  for  Matance,  an  inland 
mountain,  weflward  from  a  bay  of  the  fame 
name,  which  feems  to  overtop  the  circum- 
jacent 
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jacent  mountains  in  the  form  of  a  hat, 
whence  it  has  been  named  Chapeau  de  Ma- 
tance.  Havins:  difcovered  Havannah  in  the 
ifland  of  Cuba,  we  ftood  off  the  coaft,  and 
proceeded  to  inveftigate  the  foundings  of  the 
Turtle  Iflands,  fituated  fouth-weft  from  Cape 
Florida.  Sounding  in  the  fouth-wefl:  of 
thefe  ifles,  where  they  are  not  to  be  per- 
ceived on  account  of  their  very  low  fitua- 
tion,  we  had  fifty  fathoms  water,  on  a 
bottom  of  blackilli  fand,  and  this  they  deem 
the  charadleriftic  mark  of  thofe  foundings. 
We  veered  a  little  to  the  weft,  in  order  to 
ft  retch  acrofs  the  curvature  formed  by  the 
gulph  of  Florida,  and  immediately  loft  them. 
Here  we  w^re  detained  by  calms,  and  faw 
multitudes  of  gold  fifties,  uncommonly 
large,  and  about  five  feet  in  length  ;  they 
are  diftinguifhed  by  a  variety  of  beautiful 
colours,  which  glance  upon  the  eye  in  an 
entertaining  manner.  I  obferved,  that  the 
force  of  the  current  from  fouth  to  north  (a 
current  probably  owing  to  the  trade -winds, 
and  the  pofition  of  the  neighbouring  lands) 
was  ftrongeft  when  the  wind  blew  frefti  at 
north.    This  appearance  I  can  only  explain, 

by 
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by  fuppofing  that  the  billows,  driven  by 
the  violence  of  the  north  wind  againfl  a  reef 
of  rocks  which  flretches  to  the  eaft-fouth- 
eaft,  rebounding,  pafs  over  their  heads,  and 
fall  into  a  calm  fea ;  when  its  level  being 
raifed  above  that  of  the  ocean,  the  waters, 
in  recovering  their  equipoife,  exhibit  this 
extraordinary  phaenomenon. 

The  winds  frefhened,  and  we  flood  away 
for  foundings  between  the  river  Mobille 
and  the  fouth-eaft  branch  of  the  Miffiflippi ; 
and  having  found  forty  fathoms  on  a  bot- 
tom of  black  clay,  w^e  continued  our  courfe 
with  the  fame  depth  of  water.  It  is  in  this; 
quarter  that  the  navigator  invefligates  the 
found  ;  for  being  to  the  north-eafl:  of  the 
fouth  and  fouth-eafl  branches,  he  here 
ed^es  into  the  current  of  the  fouth-eaft, 
and  fuxFers  himfelf  to  drift  with  the  ftream, 
keeping  in  a  depth  from  twenty  five  to 
thirty  fathoms,  until  he  gets  in  view  of  a 
fea  mark.  This  he  may  difcover  five 
leagues  off,  and  the  fhip  comes  to  anchor 
north-eafi:  from  it,  at  the  diftance  of  two 
leagues,  to  avoid  the  force  of  the  current, 
as  well  as  the  inconvenience  of  immenfe 

trees 
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trees  which  are  drifted  down.  The  bottom 
of  the  Mobille  conlifts  of  a  black  clav  : 
that  of  the  fouth-eafl:  branch  of  the  Miflif- 
iippi  of  a  whitifh  clay  with  a  fmall  mixture 
of  fine  fand  ;  and  that  at  the  fea  mark  is 
likewife  of  a  whitifli  clay,  but  entirely  def- 
titute  of  fand.  If,  in  coming  to  anchor, 
the  pilot  is  regardlefs  of  thefe  inftru6lions, 
he  will  be  in  danger  of  drifting  out  to  fea 
by  the  fouth-eafl  entrance,  "  and  by  the 
eaftern  and  fouthern  ftraits  of  the  fouth  or 
main  branch  of  the  river  ;  he  would  then 
be  carried  through  the  weftern  ftraits  of  the 
lame  Ibuthern  entrance  ;  when  croffing  the 
third  branch,  which  difcharges  itfelf  into 
the  ocean,  he  would  fall  in  with  currents 
running  towards  the  Bay  of  St.  Bernard ;  a 
bay  but  little  known,  and,  from  its  frequent 
fand  banks,  and  a  coaft  generally  under 
water,  much  dreaded  by  navigators. 

The  principal  entrance,  which,  as  I  have 
already  faid,  is  that  of  the  fouth,  contains 
various  ftraits  or  channels  feparated  by  fmall 
iflands,  which  are  liable  to  be  covered  at 
high  water  during  the  fpring  tides.  •  One 
of  them,   lituated  weft  from  the  fouthern 

ftrait, 
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ftrait,  was  occupied  by  the  French,  who 
cre(5led  a  beacon  for  the  convenience  of 
fuch  fhipping  as  might  have  occafion  to 
anchor  on  the  fouth  coaft.  The  Spaniards 
took  poffeffion  of  another  lying  eaft  from 
the  fouth-eaft  ftrait ;  here  they  raifed  a  bat- 
tery, and  ere£led  a  beacon,  maintaining 
feveral  pilots  for  the  navigation  of  that 
channel,  which  appears  to  me  by  far  the 
mofl:  convenient  of  the  two.  The  arrival 
of  veflels  being  generally  from  the  eaft,  and 
as  the  wind  is  moil:  prevalent  in  the  fame 
quarter,  it  is  found,  that  failing  in  a  north- 
weft  direction  is  more  convenient  than  due 
north ;  by  the  latter  route  there  is,  befidesj, 
lefs  jeopardy  of  being  drifted  into  the  Bay 
of  St.  Bernard.  Here  are,  however,  diffi- 
culties in  both  ftraits  ;  and  it  is  no  fmall 
difadvantage  to  the  laft,  that  it  contains  only 
eighteen  feet  water  in  a  channel  which  muft 
be  navigated  with  great  care  againft  a  moft 
formidable  current ;  we  entered  this  ftrait 
with  the  affiftance  of  a  pilot. 

I  was  extremely  furprifed  with  the  beauty 
of  the  Miffiffippi,  whofe  waters,  after  mixing 
with  the  fea,  preferve  their  freftinefs  and 

pale 
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pale  colour  two  or  three  leagues  from  fhore* 
The  force  of  the  current,  fiill  perceptible 
at  that  diftance,  carries  out  to  fea  vaft  trees, 
which  have  fallen  from  age,  or  are  under- 
mined by  the  flream,  to  the  moleflation  of 
fuch  fliips  as  happen  to  come  in  their  way. 
In  the  free  and  regular  courfe  of  the 
river,  it  runs  at  leaft  two  leagues  and  a 
half  an  hour.  The  water  driven  to  the 
banks  by  the  great  rapidity  of  the  currentj 
acquires  a  motion  different  from  what  is 
obferved  in  the  middle.  We  made  it  our 
bulinefs  to  profit  by  this  circumflancCj 
by  keeping  the  veflel  in  the  eddy ;  but,  in 
fpite  of  every  precaution,  we  made  little  way. 
The  wind,  though  rather  in  our  favour* 
Was  inconfiderable,  and  we  had  frequently 
to  contend  with  currents  of  extreme  rapi- 
dity. Our  hardlhips  were  alfo  greatly  ag- 
gravated by  vail  fwarms  of  mofquitoes 
and  fand-flies,  the  ftings  of  which  are  ex- 
quifitely  painful.  The  low  and  marfhy 
banks  of  the  Miffiflippi  are  covered  with 
reeds,  which  are  particularly  favourable  to 
the  increafe  of  thefe  infe6ls  ;  and  Nature, 
one  would  think,  is  careful  to  diverfify  their 

fpecies, 
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Ipecies,  with  a  view  to  render  the  fmart 
they  occafion  to  the  traveller  as  various  as 
it  is  poignant ;  for  I  could  perceive  the  fen- 
fations  of  pain  to  difFer  writh  the  form,  fize, 
and  colour  of  the  fly.  The  vaft  green  fur- 
face  of  reeds  prefented  to  the  eye,  tall  and 
undulating  like  the  waves  of  the  fea,  might 
have  afforded  an  entertaining  profpedt,  could 
we  have  forgotten  to  what  malicious  guefts 
they  gave  fhelter.  The  moft  troublefome 
ipecies  of  thefe  infe£ls  during  the  heat  of 
the  fun  is  n2i\x\tdi  frappe  d'abord^  a  fly  which 
bites  the  inftant  it  alights  on  the  fkin,  with 
fuch  effedl  that  the  blood  immediately  fol- 
lows, and  hence  the  origin  of  its  'name. 
The  frefh  breeze  of  the  evening  banifhes 
them  to  the  covert  of  their  reeds,  but  they 
are  fucceeded  by  myriads  of  gnats,  which 
we  endeavoured  to  drive  away  by  kindling 
a  fire,  a  remedy  in  ufe  among  the  natives 
of  Louifiana  againfl  the  fling  and  importu- 
nity of  this  intolerable  race  of  infeds. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     IIL 

Navigation  up  theMiJJifJippi — Defer tpt'ion  of  the 
romantic  Country  filiated  upon  its  Banks — 
Cultivation  of  the  Province  of  Louifana — • 
Chara^er,  Mode  of  Life,  and  Commerce  of 
the  Settlers — Particulars  refpe^ing  the  indi- 
genous Inhabitants — Defcription  of  the  City 
^nd  Harbour  of  New  Orleans, 

T  TAVING  failed  ten  leagues  farther,  wc 
^  ^  came  to  the  feparation  of  that  branch 
which  forms  the  fouth-eaft  entrance  of  the 
Miffiffippi ;  and  here  we  paffed  an  oyfter 
marfli,  in  which  were  fliells  of  prodi- 
gious fize,  ufed  by  the  inhabitants  for  the 
purpofes  of  lime-ftone.  The  fenny  banks 
of  the  river  afford  a  retreat  to  multi- 
tudes of  morafs  fowl,  which,  for  the  fake 
of  their  oil,  receive  an  annual  viiit  from  the 
indufliious  inhabitants  of  New  Orleans. 
Fifteen  leao^ues  above  the  entrances  of  the 
river  we  came  to  the  creek  Plaquemines,  fo 
named  from  a  kind  of  fruit  very  pieafant 
to  the  taile.     Here  the  country  beginning 

to 
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to  rife  above  the  level  of  the  Miffiffippi,  the 
fcenery  becomes   truly    magnificent.      On 
each    bank    are    trees   of   wonderful    lize, 
which,  warped  in  the  wild  luxuriance  of 
plants  and  underwoods,  form  a  thick  wood 
impervious  to  the  rays  of  the  fun.     Having 
made  my  way  with  much   difficulty  into 
the  foreft,   the  foil,  matted  with  a  compoft 
of  rotten  leaves  and  branches,  prefented  in 
fome  places  agreeable   walks,    whilll   fre- 
quently we  were  intercepted   by  pools  of 
ftagnant  water,  or  by  enormous  trunks  of 
trees,   which  a  long  feries  of  ages  had  le- 
velled  with    the    ground.      The  fwan  and 
cardinal,  natives   of  thefe  woods,  are  emi- 
nently beautiful  in  their  plumage  ;  and  the 
warbling  of  the  lafl:  is  equally  fweet  and  de- 
licate with   that  of  the  flnell  fojigfler  in 
Europe.     In  the  nooks  and  angles  of  this 
tiver  we  met  with  ducks,   teals,  and  other 
wild  fowls,  in  abundance,   nor  is  jts  flream 
fcantily  fupplied  in  different  kinds  of  large 
fifh,    fuch  as  the  barbed  and  armed   fifh,. 
whofe  fharp  armour  frequently  admonifhes 
the  fiflierman  to  avoid  imprudent  eagernefs 
in  feizing  his  prey.     The  wounds  inflicted 
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by  thefe  animals  are  conftantly  attended  with 
inflammation  and  fwelling. 

In  this  little  bay  of  the  Miffiffippi  we  were 
overtaken  by  a  violent  florm,  which,  as 
we  were  moored  to  a  tree,  fnapped  our  ca- 
ble, and  dragged  the  anchor  to  the  oppofite 
fide.  I  find  it  is  more  common  in  this  na- 
vigation to  fecure  the  veflels  by  means  of 
hawfers  faftened  on  the  bank,  than  by 
dropping  an  anchor,  which  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  heave  up,  on  account  of  the  large 
trees  that  lie  fcattered  in  the  bed  of  the 
river. 

We  now  approached  houfes  and  planta- 
tions of  rice  and  Indian  corn.  Rice  is  fel- 
dom  fown  here  but  in  fields,  which  being 
only  one  or  two  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
the  river,  admit  of  canals  for  the  purpofe 
of  watering  them.  Indian  corn  is  cultivated 
over  the  whole  province  of  Loulfiana,  but 
the  crops  are  no  where  equally  fine  and  abunt 
dant  as  in  this  part  of  the  country.  Th^ 
houfes  of  the  inhabitants  are  tolerably  plea- 
fant,  and  eredted  feveral  feet  above  the  fur- 
face  of  the  ground,  in  order  to  guard,  againft 
the  humidity  of  the  foil,  ferpents,  and  other 

Vol.  I.  C  noxious 
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noxious  animals.  The  floor  is  conflru6led 
of  fquare  pieces  of  large  timber,  dove- 
tailed and  fupported  by  flrong  beams  and 
pillars.  The  body  of  the  building, 'reeling 
on  another  fet  of  pillars,  has  four  facades, 
with  a  gallery  to  each,  and  contains  the  fa- 
mily apartments.  They  confift  only  of 
one  ftory,  and  are  covered  with  thin  pieces 
of  cyprefs  wood,  difpofed  and  fixed  on  the 
roof  in  the  manner  of  European  Hating. 
Each  houfe  is  bordered  by  a  piece  of  water, 
and  is  placed  in  the  middle  of  a  little  plan- 
tation about  two  hundred  paces  fquare.  The 
noble  trees  which  once  occupied  this  foil 
have  been  employed  in  building  and  in 
fencing  the  plantations ;  and  in  order  to  get 
rid  of  the  remainder  with  the  leaft  trouble 
and  difficulty,  they  ufually  burn  them.  In 
plantations,  however,  newly  inclofed,  one 
fl:ill  meets  with  large  trunks,  which  coft 
the  planter  much  labour  to  root  out  and 
clear  away. 

After  afcending  eight  leagues  higher,  we 
came  to  the  Anfe  Angloife^  and  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  five  leagues  higher,  on  the  28th 
July,  we  dropped  anchor  oppofite  to  New 

Orleans. 
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Orleans.  This  city  flands  about  thirty 
leagues  above  the  entrances  of  the  river, 
and  only  one  from  a  lake  which  conamu- 
nicates  with  plantations  lately  ceded  to  the 
Engliih.  All  the  way  from  three  leagues 
above  the  creek  Plaquemines,  the  banks 
are  cultivated  and  populous.  The  harbour 
of  New  Orleans  is  large  and  commodious, 
its  population  but  moderate  ;  the  houfes  are 
built  of  brick,  the  ftreets  clean  and  broad, 
and  fome  buildings,  particularly  thofe  which 
belong  to  the  king,  are  extremely  hand- 
fome.  The  complexion  of  the  people  is 
fair,  thin  perfons,  robuft,  and  their  natural 
character  cheerful  and  manly.  The  refident 
inhabitants  confifl  of  the  garrifon,  and  fuch 
as  hold  public  employments,  merchants,  and 
artifans  of  all  denominations.  The  planters, 
who  are  attentive  to  the  cultivation  of  their 
eftates,  as  well  as  the  merchants  who  live 
far  up  the  country  for  the  purpofe  of  trading 
with  the  favages,  are  only  feen  in  the  capi- 
tal during  the  intervals  of  their  induilry  and 
traffic. 

I  cannot  fufficiently  admire  the  bold  and 

intrepid  character  peculiar  to  the  people  of 

C  %  Louiiiana, 
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Loulfiana,  who,  embracing  the  life  of  (a- 
vages,  afTume  their  drefs,  and,  for  a  very 
flender  recompence,  fubmit  to  their  mod 
laborious  occupations.  While  fome  wan- 
der towards  the  fea-fliore  in  the  chace  of 
morafs  fowls,  whofe  oil  is  produ6live  of  a 
fmall  branch  of  traffic,  others  ramble  four 
or  five  hundred  leagues  into  the  country  to 
hunt  the  bear,  the  deer,  and  the  wild  buf- 
falo, and  return  laden  with  their  Ikins,  con- 
taining the  flefh  and  fat  in  a  dried  ftate  of 
prefervation.  Some  penetrate  into  the 
depths  of  their  forefts  in  fearch  of  the 
cedar,  the  cyprefs,  and  the  maple  trees, 
which  afford  a  very  profitable  trade  with 
the  American  iflands.  To  tranfport  the 
productions  of  their  own  foil  to  thefe 
iflands,  and  bring  back  in  exchange  dif^ 
ferent  articles  of  commerce,  is  the  employ- 
ment of  others.  Some,  laftly,  carry  com-^ 
modities  four  or  five  hundred  leagues  into 
the  country,  by  an  inland  navigation,  and 
on  thefe  occafions  are  known  to  fubdue 
with  the  oar  currents  of  amazing  rapidity. 
On  their  expeditions  by  land  they  live  en- 
tirely on  the  game  they  happen   to  kill ; 

while 
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while  a  loofe  fhirt,  and  a  ftripe  of  cloth 
tied  about  their  loins,  ferve  them  for  cloath- 
ing.  They  travel,  however,  as  nauch  as 
poffible  by  water,  and  employ  canoes,  or 
rather  excavated  trees,  for  the  purpofe  of 
conveying  themfelves  and  families  to  the 
fcenes  of  hunting  or  traffic.  Upon  their 
arrival,  a  hut,  confifting  of  the  branches  of 
trees  plaiftered  over  with  mud,  being  reared 
for  their  accommodation,  they  begin  to  ex- 
ercife  their  induftry,  particularly  in  difco- 
vering  what  is  called  the  waxen-tree  ;  from 
whofe  twigs  they  contrive  to  detach  that 
fubftance,  in  the  following  manner  :  having 
cut  the  fmall  branches  in  pieces,  and  placed 
them  in  a  kind  of  tub,  taking  care  to  leave 
a  certain  fpace  between  the  flicks  and  the 
bottom  of  the  veflel,  they  make  a  warm  ley 
continue  to  run  over  them  for  feveral  days. 
Meanwhile,  the  greafy  particles  are  infen- 
fibly  feparated  from  the  twigs,  and  falling 
to  the  bottom  form  a  fediment,  which  cools 
into  a  cake  of  greenifli  wax,  fit  for  the  ma- 
nufav5lure  of  candles.  Thefe  occupations 
render  the  inhabitants  of  Louifiana  a  very 
hardy  race,  and  inure  their  minds  as  well 
C  3  as 
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as  bodies  to  thofe  bold  and  laborious  pur* 
fuits  from  which  they  retire  for  temporary 
relaxation  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

I  was  no  lefs  difpofed  to  relax  a  little 
after  the  fevere  fatigue,  which,  from  my 
new  manner  of  life  in  my  paflage  from 
Cape  Francois,  I  had  experienced  :  for, 
in  order  to  begin  be-times  to  habituate  my- 
felf  to  hard  labour,  I  had  made  it  my  buli- 
•nefs,  inexperienced  as  I  was,  to  perform 
the  duty  of  a  failor.  At  New  Orleans  I 
made  every  inquiry  refpe6ting  the  pofli- 
bility  of  travelling  by  land  to  New  Spain  ; 
and  learning  that  the  laft  French  fettlement 
among  the  favages  in  the  fouth-weft,  named 
Nachitoches,  was  only  feven  leagues  diftant 
from  the  firft  Spanifh  pofl,  named  Adaes, 
I  refolved  to  undertake  this  perilous  jour- 
ney. 

Meanwhile,  I  pafled  my  time  in  admi- 
ring the  beauty  of  the  country  about  New 
Orleans  ;  where  I  faw,  for  the  firfl  time  in 
my  life,  the  people  we  call  favages  :  I  could 
difcover,  however,  no  reafon  for  their  ha- 
ving received  this  harfh  appellation,  except 
it  be  that  their  manners  are  more  fimple, 

and 
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and  their  occupations  more  bold  and  manly, 
than  ours.  One  trait  of  character  I  have 
often  admired  in  the  favage,  I  mean  that 
phlegmatic  ferenity  of  mind  which  never 
forfakes  him  in  any  fituation,  or  under  any 
event,  adverfe  or  profperous.  I  contem- 
plated, with  agreeable  furprize,  the  noble 
fhapes  which  grace  the  perfons  of  both 
fexes  ;  the  chefnut  or  olive  complexion  ; 
the  mufcles  unincumbered  with  fat,  ftrong, 
nervous,  and  elallic.  And  although  the 
face  is  undoubtedly  that  part  of  the  human 
form  which  is  chiefly  interefting,  yet  I  con- 
fefs  I  had  more  pleafure  in  furveying  the 
perfbn  of  the  favage  as  a  fine  model  for  the 
flatuary  in  the  gracefulnefs  of  his  body  and 
limbs.  That  bold  tendon  which  runs  on 
each  fide  of  the  fpinal  bone,  has,  in  a  ftat« 
of  nature,  a  very  ftriking  efFed.  The 
bofbm  of  the  female,  though  not  large,  is 
round  and  elaftic  ;  and  (he  ufually  paints  a 
rofe  round  the  nipple  with  a  particular  pre- 
paration of  gunpow^der.  In  both  fexes  the 
features  of  the  face  are  heavy,  without  indi- 
cating, however,  a  flupid,  or  infenfible  ex- 
preffion.  The  rude  (hort  locks  of  the  favage 
C  4  hang 
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hang  careleflly  about  his  ears,  while  hia 
forehead  is  incircled  with  a  chaplet  of  beads, 
and  his  perfon  with  the  fame  gaudy  orna- 
ment in  the  form  of  a  fafli.  The  women 
are  particularly  fond  of  this  trinket,  which 
they  wear  in  the  manner  of  bracelets  on 
their  arms  and  legs ;  and  I  am  uncertain 
whether  the  European  female  in  all  her 
jewels,  or  the  fimple  Indian  decorated  with 
her  beads,  is  mofl:  vain  of  her  appearance, 
A  piece  of  deer  fkin  tied  round  the  waift 
is  a  covering  in  common  to  both  fexes  ;  but 
on  the  female  it  is  longer,  and  defcends  to 
the  calf  of  the  leg ;  and  when  the  favage 
is  difpofed  to  fquat  on  the  ground,  a  poflure 
to  which  he  is  extremely  addided,  a  large 
Ikin  or  blanket  defends  him  from  the  in** 
clemencies  of  the  weather. 

The  natives  repair  to  New  Orleans  in 
order  to  purchafe  a  luxury,  of  which,  un- 
fortunately for  them,  we  have  taught  them 
the  abufe  ;  and  give  in  exchange  for  this 
pernicious  drug,  fruit,  fifh,  fowls,  and 
game.  I  had  the  curiofity  to  buy  fome  of 
their  filh,  which  I  found  very  coarfely 
cured,  but  ftill  fo  as  to  keep  a  long  time 

without 
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without  danger  of  fpoillng.  The  external 
furface  of  the  fifli  is  fcorched  to  a  kind  of 
cinder,  and  the  inward  fubftance,  being  by 
this  means  difcharged  of  thofe  juices  which 
accelerate  putrefaction,  is  preferved  to  fup- 
ply  their  future  wants. 


CHAP.      IV. 


I'he  Author  embarks  at  New  Orleans  in  a 
trading  Canoe-^everal  French  and  other 
Settlements  defcribed^civUi%ed  State  of  the 
Indiafis,  and  their  affedlionate  Attachment 
to  each  other. 

TAURING  the  fhort  time  I  pafied  at 
^^  New  Orleans,  which  was  fcarcely 
feven  days,  a  merchant  equipped  a  canoe 
of  five  oars,  in  order  to  trade  with  the  In- 
dians in  the  neighbourhood  of  Nachitoches  ; 
and,  embracing  this  opportunity  of  purfuing 
my  travels,  I  embarked  and  failed  the  4th 
of  Auguft.     Our  bark  was  thirty-five  feet 

by 
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by  four,  and  made  to  go  lightly  and  flea- 
dily  through  the  water.  She  confifted  of 
a  (ingle  tree,  her  head  being  a  protuberance 
of  wood,  which  rofe  two  feet  above  the 
hulk  in  the  form  of  a  (hell  half  opened. 
The  lides  of  the  (hell  prefenting  their  edges 
to  the  current,  were  meant  to  difperfe  the 
water  at  the  bottom  of  the  falls,  and  like- 
wife,  dividing  the  flream  in  our  afcent, 
guarded  her  againft  the  danger  of  overfet- 
jting  in  the  river.  We  were  eight  perfons 
on  board  ;  five  rowers,  of  v/hom  two  were 
negroes,  and  one  a  Canadian,  lately  arrived 
from  that  country  by  land  ;  the  mafter,  the 
proprietor,  and  myfelf. 

The  ftrengtli  of  the  current,  joined  to 
many  other  embarra(finents,  prevented  us 
from  failing  more  than  four  leagues  a-day  ; 
drifted  trees,  which  lay  entangled  in  the 
bed  and  borders  of  the  river,  impeded  us 
much  :  their  polition  is  commonly  athwart 
the  ftream,  and,  forming  a  kind  of  barrier, 
they  change  the  direclion  and  augment  the 
rapidity  of  the  current  ;  a  circumftance 
which  renders  the  navigation  of  the  river 
extremely   dangerous,   as   the  canoe  is  in 

conftant 
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conflant  jeopardy   of  flicking  fail  on  the 
trunk  or  flump  of  a  tree. 

On  each  fide  the  river  we  obferved  ex- 
cellent crops  of  indigo  and  Indian  corn, 
with  different  kinds  of  fruit,  particularly 
peaches  in  abundance.  Here  agriculture  is 
conduded  in  a  more  regular  manner,  and 
advances  farther  into  the  woods,  than  we 
fouiid  it  lower  down  on  bur  way  to  New 
Orleans.  We  pafTed  feveral  handfbme 
houfes  and  gardens,  belonging  to  French 
planters  ;  and  a  few  leagues  farther  met 
with  a  German  colony,  who  are  in  every 
refpe6l  equal  in  point  of  induflry  to  the 
French.  We  next  came  to  two  diflrids  of 
Acadian  refugees,  who,  being  the  lafl  fet- 
tlers,  are  neither  in  eafy  circumflances,  nor 
have  acquired  fuperior  fkill  in  hufbandry. 
Thefe  little  colonies  terminate  on  the  left 
fide  of  the  river,  at  a  channel  which  com- 
municates  with  *  lake  Ponchartrain  ;   and 

here 

*  During  the  time  the  French  were  in  poiTeffion  of  Fort 
Manchac  on  the  borders  of  this  canal,  the  Englifli,  beco- 
ming mailers  of  the  Miffiffippi  by  the  peace  of  1763,  erec- 
ted another  on  the  oppolite  fide.    But  as  this  canal  com- 
municates 
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here  end  the  ifland  of  New  Orleans,  form- 
ed by  the  fea,  the  Mifliffippi,  the  Channel, 
lake  Ponchartrain,  and  the  river  Mobille, 
The  diflance  hence  to  New  Orleans  they 
reckon  thirty  leagues,  a  fpace  wholly  co- 
vered with  a  border  of  plantations  at  fmall 
intervals  from  one  another.  On  the  left- 
iide  of  the  river  we  came  to  feveral  villages 
of  favage  Indians,  named  Choclas  and  Tou- 
nicaSy  of  which  were  thofe  I  had  ittn  at 
New-  Orleans.  On  the  right  bank  at  fome 
diftance,  is  the  feparation  of  that  branch  of 
the  Mifliffippi  which  difcharges  itfelf  into 
the  fea  towards  the  fouth-wefl  ;  we  ob- 
ierved,  like  wife,  fome  habitations  in  the 
fame  quarter.  Some  days  after  we  ar- 
rived at  a  confiderable  French  fettlement, 
called  Pointe  Coupe,  and  here  tobacco  is  the 
only  production  not  found  in  Louifiana  : 
the  qualities  of  their  foil,  and  the  ftrudure 

municates  with  Florida,  by  means  of  the  Mifliffippi  and 
Ponchartrain  ;  and  as  the  Miffiffippi,  of  which  they  had 
obtained  the  free  navigation,  runs  from  Canada  all  along 
the  province  of  New  England,  they  were  enabled  to  open  a 
trade  with  the  favages  weft  from  thofe  boundaries,  and 
probably  began  to  extend  their  views  to  the  kingdom  of 
Mexico. 

of 
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of  their  houfes,  are  nearly  the  fame  as  in 
that  province ;  and  the  inhabitants  have 
the  manners  of  New  Orleans,  but  are  lefs 
civihzed.  On  days  of  feftivity  they  appear 
decently  dreffed  ;  but  in  their  ordinary  ha- 
bits of  hunters  they  wear  only  a  fhirt,  with 
a  flip  of  cloth  to  cover  their  nakednefs.  At 
horiie  the  women  wear  a  fhort  fingle  pet- 
ticoat, v^thout  a  (hift,  having  their  (boul- 
ders and  bofoms  completely  expofed.  This 
country  is  tolerably  populous,  and  lies  con- 
tiguous to  ditTerent  lakes,  which  afford  to 
the  inhabitants  a  communication  with  Ape- 
riouflas,  another  French  fettlement  farther 
to  the  weilward.  A  little  higher,  and  on 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  is  a  favage 
village,  where  the  natives,  like  thofe  I  met 
with  on  the  Mifliffippi,  ufe  mufkets  and 
tomahauks,  and  may  be  faid  to  retain  no- 
thing of  the  favage  but  the  name.  In  fum- 
mer  they  cultivate  fields  of  Indian  corn  ; 
gnd  in  winter  they  follow  the  chace,  the 
produce  of  which,  after  fupplying  their 
own  wants,  is  fold  to  Europeans,  They 
hire    themfelves    occafionally   as   fervants, 

for 
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6)r  here  two  o£  our  rowers  having  fallen 
ill,  were  replaced  with  a  couple  of  favages. 
The  hair  of  the  beard,  which  in  general 
they  are  at  much  pains  to  pluck  out  by  the 
roots,  is  permitted  to  grow  in  length  the 
fifth  of  an  inch  as  an  emblem  of  mourning. 
I  have  had  occafion  to  obferve  in  the  Philip- 
pine ides  the  fame  paucity  of  beard,  which 
I  believe  to  be  universal  among  all  the  na- 
tives of  hot   climates.      The   lavages   are 
often  feen  to  weep  over  the  graves  of  their 
departed   relations.     The   wife   of  one   of 
the   Indians    we   had  taken   itito  the  boat 
being  lately  deceafed,  his  beard  was  allowed 
to  grow,  in  teflimony  of  his  forrow ;  and 
this  poor  man  engaged  in  our  iervice  for  na 
other  reafon  than  to  withdraw  himfelf  from 
the  prefence  of  thofe  objects  which  con- 
ftantly  recalled  her  to  his  mind.     One  day, 
having  gone  afide  to  mourn  over  his  departed 
friend,    he    unexpededly    fpied    his    own 
daughter,  about  the  age  of  twelve  years, 
fwimming   in   the    river    with    her   com* 
panions.     He  caught  her  eye,  and  ioftantly 
turned  from  her;    but  the  young  favage, 
who  had  perceived  his  afflidion,  quitting 
I  her 
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her  amufement,  fell  into  a  fit  of  melan- 
choly, and  retired  to  the  folitude  of  her  hut. 

Their  mode  of  fwimming  is  fomewhat 
different  from  ours.  The  favasje  throws 
himfelf  into  the  water,  and  darting  forward 
with  aftonifliing  force,  beats  the  river  with 
his  feet  and  hands  ;  an  exercife  in  which 
both  fexes  are  equally  expert. 

The  other  favage  was  a  young  man  who 
had  been  lately  married,  and  his  wife  ex- 
pelled the  moment  of  their  feparation  with 
the  utmoft  regret.  We  were  apprehenfive 
fhe  might  prevail  upon  him  to  renounce  his 
engagement ;  and  it  was  not  without  much 
art  and  perfuafion  that  we  were  able  to  re- 
ftrain  him  from  complying  with  her  en- 
treaties. The  promife,  however,  of  a  blan- 
ket for  himfelf,  and  a  piece  of  red  cloth  for 
her,  cafl:  the  balance  in  our  favour  !  fo  true 
it  is  that  felf-interell:  early  affumes  the  con- 
troul  of  our  beft  and  mofl  focial  affedions. 
Still,  however,  he  appeared  irrefolute  ;  and 
new  reafons  were  conftantly  affigned  for 
returning  to  his  hut.  But  perceiving  there 
would  be  no  end  to  this  conflid,  I  at  laft 
propofed   to   remove  the  canoe  from   the 

view 
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view  of  his  dwelling  to  the  oppofite  extrc- 
iTiicy  of  the  village,  and  he  was  no  longer 
averfe  from  accompanying  us. 


CHAP.      V. 

Defcription  of  an  Indian  Village — Ceremonies, 
cbferved  by  the  Chief  in  receiving  Stran^ 
gers — Cujioms  and  Purfuits  of  the  Natives 
— their  Courage  and  Generojity — -farther 
Particulars  refpedling  the  Mijfifippi — Ke- 
fedfions  upon  a  retired  and  fmple  Mode  of 
Life. 

*  I  ^HIS  village  might  confifl:  of  fixtj^ 
huts,  which,  like  other  favage  habi- 
lations,  are  coufl:ru6led  of  large  trees  planted 
circularly  in  the  ground,  and  meeting  at 
the  top  in  the  fhape  of  a  cone.  The  inter- 
ftices  occafioned  by  the  round  figure  of  the 
tree  being  filled  up  with  leaves  and  branches, 
are  plaiftered  over  with  mud,  and  here  the 
family  find  ihelter  from  the  inclemencies 
of  the  feafon.     In  the  middle  of  the  floor 

is 
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is  placed  the  fire,  whofe  fmoke  makes  it 
efcape  either  by  the  door,  or  an  aperture  at 
the  jun6lion  of  the  trees  in  the  top  of  the 
hut.  Round  the  area  flands  a  kind  of  bench 
formed  by  fhort  portions  of  trees  placed 
contiguoufly  to  each  other  :  it  is  covered 
with  a  mat  of  reeds,  and  ferves  for  a  bed. 

At  the  diftance  of  three  or  four  paces 
from  the  manfion  of  the  chief  is  a  fecond 
open  hut  or  gallery,  where  he  enjoys  the 
frelh  air,  and  is  fheltered  from  the  heat  of 
the  fun.  This  lafl:  is  thatched  over  with 
leaves,  commonly  fupported  by  fix  pillars, 
and  is  the  hall  of  the  aflembly  of  the  tribe. 
Here  the  chiefs  fhow  their  hofpitality  to 
Grangers,  and  relax  from  their  cares  and 
fatigues,  either  by  fleeping,  or  fmoking  their 
tomahauks.  This  piece  of  native  armour 
is  a  fpecies  of  battie-ax,  the  handle  of  which 
is  ufually  perforated,  and  ferves  as  a  tube  to 
an  iron  pipe-head  fixed  on  the  back  of  the 
in  fir  u  men  t. 

As  foon  as  a  flranger  is  {een  to  approach 
the  village,  his  arrival  is  announced  by  a 
fcream  from  the  favages  who  fir  ft  happen  to 
perceive  him.    The  chief  and  principal  men 

Vol.  I.  D  of 


34         TRAVELS   ROUND  THE  WORLD, 

of  the  tribe  immediately  affemble,  each  fit- 
ting before  his  own  hut,  and  fend  him  a 
deputation  of  one  of  their  number.  We 
commonly  made  him  a  prefent,  confifting 
of  a  bottle  of  liquor,  and  were  fure  to  re- 
ceive an  ample  rccompence  in  fruit,  fifh,  and 
fowls.  We  vv^ere  next  invited  to  affift  in 
fmoking  tobacco,  mixed  with  a  certain  red 
leaf,  which  in  its  fhape  refembles  that  of  the 
peach-tree.  In  (hort,  I  was  much  better 
received  as  a  flranger  by  thofe  (avages  thaa 
I  had  been  by  any  European  I  had  met  with 
fince  the  commencement  of  my  travels. 

The  men  of  this  nation  are  tall  and  well- 
proportioned,  have  large  full  features,  with- 
out, however,  any  thing  difguftlngly  coarfe 
in  their  expreffion.  They  pay  much  de- 
ference and  refpecl  to  old  age,  marry  early, 
and,  without  being  addided  to  jealoufy,  are 
extremely  aftedionate  to  their  wives.  Di- 
vorce, though  permitted,  very  rarely  occurs. 
The  chaftity  obfervable  in  favage  nations 
may  be  owing,  among  other  caufes,  to  the 
little  intercourfe  that  prevails  between  the 
fexes.  War,  hunting,  and  fifhing,  are  the 
conftaut  occupations  of  the  men  :  while  the 

cul- 
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Cultivation  of  the  fields,  which  confifts 
chiefly  in  rearing  peach-trees,  fovving  a 
little  Indian  corn,  gourds,  and  melons ; 
cooking  fifli  and  game  ;  and  in  tranfporting 
their  baggage,  in  cafe  of  a  diftant  expedi- 
tion, are  thofe  of  the  women.  In  the  fine 
feaforl  they  wear  the  fkin  of  a  roe- buck  tied 
round  the  waift,  and  in  winter  wrap  them- 
felves  in  an  European  blanket,  or  in  the 
ikin  of  the  buffalo.  This  animal  has  much 
refemblance  to  the  ox,  with  the  difference 
of  a  bunch  or  fwelling  on  his  back,  like 
that  of  the  fame  ipecies  in  the  Eafl  Indies. 
The  natives  have  the  art  of  tanning  his  hide 
without  Gripping  off  the  hair,  which,  though 
fine  like  filk,  has  the  fpongy  quality  of 
wool,  and  affords  an  excellent  defence  againfl: 
the  cold.  I  was  furprifed  at  obferving  the 
apparently  carelefs  manner  in  which  a  mo- 
ther is  accuftomed  to  nurfe  her  infant.  In- 
flead  of  a  cradle,  fhe  ufes  a  kind  of  frame, 
in  which  the  child  is  made  fall ;  but  as  the 
upper  part  of  this  machine  is  lower  than  the 
fhoulders,  his  head  is  left  to  hang  in  a  very 
aukward  pofition  ;  and,  except  occafionally 
offering  the  breafl:,  /he  feems  to  give  herfeif 
D  2  no 
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no  farther  concern  about  him.  In  cafes  of 
furgical  complaints  they  have  recourfe  to 
plants,  particularly  to  the  leaf  of  the  fquine, 
which  they  have  found  to  have  much  ef- 
ficacy in  curing  wounds :  as  to  a  knowledge 
in  the  medical  art,  they  have  but  fmall  pre- 
tenfions  ;  abftinence  in  eating,  and  drinking 
water,  being  efteemed  excellent  remedies 
for  difeafes  of  every  kind. 

The  natives  of  thefe  parts  are  laborious, 
humane,  and  a  brave  race  of  men.  Peace 
and  good  order  feem  equally  eftablifhed  in 
their  families  and  villages.  Their  regular 
performance  of  the  reciprocal  duties  of  life, 
of  the  young  towards  the  aged,  of  the  fa- 
ther towards  his  children,  of  the  hulband 
towards  his  wife ;  their  courtefy  to  ftrangers, 
and  the  little  apprehenfion  they  entertain  of 
their  enemies,  gave  me  a  high  opinion  of 
their  generofity  and  courage.  In  the  courfe 
of  different  wars,  the  French  as  well  as  the 
Spaniards  have  experienced  their  valour  in 
the  field.  This  nation  was  juft  returned 
from  an  expedition  againft  the  Englifli, 
whom  they  leem  to  confider  as  very  reftlefs 
and  troublefome  .neighbours.     In  their  ex- 

tenfive 
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tenfive  peregrinations  during  the  hunting- 
feafon  they  encounter  perils  and  hardships 
which  appear  almoil:  incredible  to  the  ef- 
feminate European.  Neither  the  impetuous 
current  of  their  rivers,  nor  the  favage  af- 
perity  of  a  wild  and  uncultivated  foil,  can 
refifh  their  unabating  ardour  for  the  chace. 

We  came  up  with  two  iflands,  which 
forming  three  channels,  occafion  much  in- 
convenience to  the  navigation  of  the  river. 
But  the  majeftic  grandeur  of  the  Miffiffippi 
never  for  a  moment  efcaped  my  attention  ; 
which,  continuing  nearly  of  the  fame  mag- 
nitude at  this  great  height,  may  be  properly 
clafled  with  the  largeft  and  moft  beautiful 
rivers  in  the  univerfe.  Nay,  after  having 
afcended  to  the  vaft  diilance  of  eight  hun- 
dred leagues  from  the  fea,  the  change  in 
its  dimenfions  is  ftill  fo  little,  that  it  is  im- 
poffible  for  the  traveller  thence  to  fuppofe 
that  he  is  approaching  its  fources.  The 
water  of  the  Miillflippi  is  the  fweetefl  and 
moft  palatable  I  ever  tafted ;  and  its  lofty 
banks  are  fringed  with  trees,  efpecially  cy- 
prefles,  of  a  prodigious  height.  The  prin- 
cipal rivers  which  fall  into  its  channel,  are 
D  3  the 
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the  Red  and  Black,  the  Mifluri  and  Fair 
Rivers.  It  communicates  with  various  lakes 
befides  thofe  bordering  on  Canada,  whither 
it  is  pra6licable  to  afcend  in  a  canoe  with 
little  interruption.  Our  difficulties  in  con- 
tending with  the  force  of  the  flream  were 
always  great  ;  but  at  times  happening  to 
fall  into  the  direction  of  a  current  particu- 
larly ftrong,  we  have  been  kept  half  an 
hour  tugging  at  the  oar  without  advancing 
a  couple  of  yards.  In  order  to  prevent  the 
canoe's  going  adrift,  as  well  as  to  fupply 
the  place  of  our  young  favage,  whofe  health 
had  been  impaired  by  change  of  diet,  I 
was  frequently  under  the  neceffity  of  per- 
forming the  duty  of  a  rower;  but  my  la- 
bour was  amply  rewarded  by  the  grandeur 
of  the  fcene  every  where  prefented  to  the 
eye.  Flere  the  canoe  grazed  along  large 
traO:s  of  fand  and  gravel,  on  which  lay  ex- 
tended trees  of  enormous  fize,  whofe  dulky 
and  mouldering  appearance  fhewed  their 
depofition  by  the  current  to  be  an  event  of 
high  antiquity.  Thefe  were  fuccecded  by 
a  low  and  marfhy  beach,  where  the  cro- 
codile or  alligator  crept  fluggifhly  among  the 

reeds, 
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reeds,  an  animal  equally  offenfive  to  the 
fight  and  fmell.  Riling  ftill  on  the  ample 
bofom  of  the  Miiiiffippi,  at  leail:  half  a 
mile  in  breadth,  we  were  prefented  on  each 
iide  with  fmooth  banks  and  ftately  cyprefles, 
garnifhed  in  the  luxuriance  of  the  Hane^  a 
plant,  which  after  twifting  round  them  to 
a  vafl  height,  falls  dangling  to  the  ground. 
By  means  of  fmall  openings  the  eye  might 
pierce  into  a  thick  wood,  and  perceive,  un- 
der a  perpetual  fhade,  fpaces  of  meadow  or 
morafs,  or  the  foil  flrewed  with  the  mafly 
ruins  of  the  venerable  oak.  Trees  which, 
judging  by  their  colour  and  bark,  one  would 
have  deemed  frefh  and  found  in  their  fub- 
ftance,  crumbled  into  duft  the  moment  they 
were  fubmitted  to  the  touch.  We  now 
rowed  under  its  more  elevated  banks,  where 
the  foil  tumbling  into  the  river,  difcovers 
to  the  view  enormous  roots,  which  an- 
nounce the  fudden  and  approaching  fall  of 
their  impending  trunks.  Laftly,  the  banks 
undermined  by  the  current,  and  yielding  to 
the  incumbent  weight,  flioot  with  all  their 
trees  into  the  river,  occafioning  an  awful 
noife,  which  _is  often  heard  at  a  great  dif- 
D  4  tance. 
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tance.  In  the  progrefs  of  this  curious  na- 
vigation I  was  fortunate  enough,  though  at 
a  league's  diftance,  to  hear  two  of  thofe 
difmal  convulfions.  The  crafh,  augmented 
and  continued  by  echoes,  propagated  in  that 
vaft  foreft  which  extends  all  along  the  bor- 
ders of  the  Miffiffippi,  excited  dreary  but  fo- 
lemn  emotions  in  my  mind. 

In  our  flow  but  perfevering  afcent  againft 
the  current,  we  paffed  from  time  to  time 
the  houfes  and  dairies  of  Englifh  as  well  as 
French  families,  who  had  relinquiflied  the 
ftrife  and  buftle  of  the  world,  for  the  quiet 
retirement  of  the  woods.  I  am  fatisfied 
that  this  propenfity,  however  flrange  it 
may  feem,  is  not  peculiar  to  reclufe  indi- 
viduals, but  is  in  common  to  a  great  pro- 
portion of  mankind  ;  for  I  have  {eeii  many 
who  had  voluntarily  withdrawn  from  the 
reftraints  of  civilized  life,  and  embraced, 
with  the  freedom,  the  habits  and  purfuits 
of  the  Indian  ;  but  I  have  never  met  with 
one  favage  who  had  fhewn  a  fimilar  predi- 
leftion  for  our  cuftoms  and  manners  :  the 
fa£t  feems  to  be,  that  his  union  with  fo- 
ciety  is  in  all  inflances  the  effed  of  educa- 
tion. 
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tion.  Having  been  allured  from  the  defert 
to  fhare  in  the  comforts  of  a  cultivated  foil, 
he  foon  finds  that  his  neceffities  are  more 
eafily  as  vvell  as  more  certainly  fupplied  ; 
and  acquiring  wants,  which  till  then  he 
was  wholly  unacquainted  with,  he  is  gra- 
dually corrupted  from  the  manly  and  labo- 
fiQus  purfaits  of  his  former  life^ 


CHAP.      VI. 

Confluence  of  the  MiJftJJippl  and  Red  Rivers^ 
which,  as  well  as  the  Countries  that  border 
on  them,  afford  a  remarkable  Contrajl — 
Pajfage  over  three  Falls — the  Difficulties 
of  the  Navigation  increafe — the  Author  ar- 
rives at  an  Indian  Settlement  called  Nachi- 
toches,  which  he  defcrihes, 

TTTE  had  afcended  from  the  entrances 
of  the  Mifliffippi  fourfcore  leagues, 
almoft  due  north,   when  we  at  length  ar- 
rived at  the  confluence  of  Red  River  ;  and, 
2  as 
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as  it  defcends  from  the  weft,  and  pafles  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Nachitoches,  we  were 
here  obliged  to  bid  adieu  to  thofe  noble  and 
interefting  fcenes.  We  now,  therefore, 
fteered  into  water  of  a  dirty  and  reddifh  co- 
lour, which  in  tafte,  as  well  as  appearance, 
was  greatly  inferior  to  what  v/e  had  been  lately 
accuftomed.  A  mean  lazy  ftream,  creep- 
ing filently  along  a  low  flimy  beach,  was 
naturally  contrafted  with  the  bold  and  rapid 
currents  of  the  Miffiffippi.  Dwarfifh  woods, 
compared  with  the  ftately  forefts  we  had 
jpft  left  behind  us,  and  a  foil  chilled  and 
impoverifhed  by  the  winter  floods,  which 
remain  feveral  months  on  the  adjacent 
grounds,  exhibited  all  the  energies  of  nature 
in  a  tamer  mood.  Here  the  roebuck  feeds 
quietly  in  the  meadows,  and  a  flock  of  wild 
turkies  as  large  as  thofe  of  Europe  croffed 
the  river  almoft  diredly  over  our  heads.  We 
palled  the  Aco7'  de  Mtir,  an  eminence  fo 
named  from  its  rifing  to  a  peak  in  the  mid- 
dle of  a  circumjacent  plain  ;  and  being,  by 
reafon  of  the  annual  floods,  the  only  habi- 
table fpot  in  thofe  regions,  may  be  regarded 
as  the  key  to  Red  River.     Rowing  acrofs 

the 
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the  mouth  of  Black  River,  which  defcend^ 
from  the  north-weft,  the  country  became 
higher,  and  our  profpefls  more  Hvely  and 
interefting.  We  Jfaw  feveral  bears,  and  I 
^as  told  the  banks  were  infefted  by  a  fpecies 
of  tiger.  On  this  part  of  Red  River  I  made 
a  vifit  to  an  old  French  officer,  who  had 
retired  to  the  folitude  of  thofe  woods  with 
his  wife  and  a  few  negro  flaves,  where  he 
cultivates  a  piece  of  ground,  and  takes  care 
of  his  cattle. 

Having  now  navigated  Red  River  for  fe- 
veral days,  we  came  to  the  bottom  of  a  fall, 
about  eight  feet  high,    in  the  vicinity  of 
which  are  a  number  of  French  famiHes, 
who  intermarry  with  the  favages.  We  found 
it  neceflary  to  unload,  and  hired  a  French- 
man to   pilot  the  canoe,   which,  with  the 
affiftance  of  favages  from  the  adjacent  coun- 
try, we  propofed  to  pull  up  a  declivity  formed 
by  the  fri(5lion  of  the  water  on  the  bed  of 
the  river.     The  pilot  remained  in  the  boat, 
while  we,  taking  our  ilations  at  two  ropes 
on  the  top  of  the  fall,  hauled  it  towards  us 
in  the  dire£lion  my  countryman  thought  pro- 
per to  give  it.   We  then  re-loaded  our  canoe, 

and 
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atid    continued    our    navigation  ;    but   had 
fcarcely   proceeded  two  leagues  when  we 
met  with  a  limilar  interruption,  and  were 
obliged  to  repeat  the  fame  vexatious  tafk. 
We  were  now  only  twenty  leagues  from 
Nachitoches,   but  the  moft  difficult  part  of 
our  expedition  was  ftill  before  us.     Two  of 
our  rowers  had  fallen  lick,   and  we  were 
all  under  the  neceffity,  without  diftindion, 
of  tugging  at  the  oar ;  a  toil  the  moil:  cruelly 
fevere  I  had  ever  experienced.     This,  how- 
ever, was  not  our  only  hardlliip,  for,  as  we 
repofed  during  the  night   on   a  moift  and 
muddy  bank,   a  prey  to  vermin,  and  within 
the  reach  of  the  alligator,   it  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed  that  our  fleep  was  of  a  nature  to  af- 
ford us  much  refrefhment.     The  alligator  is 
fo  extremely  familiar  that  he  ufed  to  come 
on  fhore  even  in  the  day-time,   to  devour 
what  remained  of  our  meals.     The  coarfe. 
rufticity  of  my  negro  and  favage  companions 
was  likevvife  extremely  difgufling. 

Three  days  afterwards  we  were  flopped 
at  the  bottom  of  a  third  fall,  above  which 
\ve  met  with  a  large  iheet  of  water,  very 
properly  named  Muddy  Lake.     Our  pilot, 

who 
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who  had  accompanied  us  from  the  firft 
fall,  conducted  us  over  it.  Here  the 
river,  it  would  feem,  had  once  a  difFe* 
rent  courfe  from  the  prefent,  for  it  dif- 
perfes  and  lofes  itfelf  with  little  current 
over  a  fpace  of  about  three  leagues  in  cir- 
cumference. We  had  feldom  more  than 
half  a  foot  water,  on  a  bottom  of  deep  mud, 
full  of  roots  and  flumps  of  trees,  which 
appear  wafting  with  the  lapfe  of  time  on 
the  furface  of  the  lake.  In  order  to  facilitate 
our  progrefs,  we  got  into  the  water,  and 
pufhed  the  canoe  before  us  ;  but  in  fpite  of 
every  effort,  ihe  ftruck  incefilmtly  againU: 
fome  trunk  or  root,  upon  which,  at  times, 
fhe  remained  fufpended,  as  on  an  axis. 
Thefe  were  very  embarraffing  iituations  ; 
from  which,  after  a  fevere  ftruggle  to  dif- 
engage  her,  fcarcely  one  of  us  could  retire 
without  wounds  in  his  legs  and  thighs,  oc- 
cafioned  by  ftumps  and  Oiells  concealed  un- 
der the  water. 

Having  at  lafl,  however,  furmounted  the 
difficulties  of  Muddy  Lake,  we  plied  our 
oars  wath  great  diligence  till  we  arrived  at 
a  current  which,  owing  to  a  (lope  in  the 

ground, 
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ground,  and  various  obfl:ru<5lions  in  the  Bed 
of  the  river,    was  particularly  rapid.     Our 
former   embarralTments  had    been  attended 
with   much  labour  and  difficulty,  but  this 
prefented  imminent  danger  to  our  lives;  for 
had  the  canoe  deviated  in  the  fmallefl  degree 
from  the  direft  line  of  the  flream,  we  muft 
inevitably  have  gone  to  the  bottom.     Hap^ 
pily  we  efcaped  without  the  flightell  misfor- 
tune, and  in  two  days  afterwards,  viz.  on  the 
fecond  of  September,   we  came  to  what  is 
regarded  as  the  principal  oljftru^lion  to  the 
navigation   of  Red    River ;    an   obftru6lion 
occafioned  by  the  river's  making  a   fweep 
acrofs  a  vail:  mafs  of  trees  and  branches,  ac- 
cumulated in  procefs  of  time  by  the  drift  of 
the  current.     We  began  to  confider  whether 
it  might  not  be  prafticable  to  open  to  our- 
felves  a  paflage  with  the  axe  ;    but  as  I  foon 
perceived  this,    at  any  rate,   muft  be  a  very 
tedious  operation,  and  as  we  were  now  only 
a  (hort  league  from  Nachltoches,    I  deter- 
mined to  travel  the  remainder  of  the  way 
by  land.     In  this  neighbourhood  dwells  a 
female  Creole,  married  to  a  native,  in  whofe 

houfe 
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houfe  we  dined,  and  by  whom  we  were  re- 
ceived with  much  hofpitality. 

The  woods  begin  to   be  frequented  by 
hunters,  and  the  keepers  of  cattle  ;    woods 
which,  being  gradually  cleared,   according 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  inhabitants,  have,  in. 
fome  degree,    the   open  appearance  of  our 
own,  and  gave  notice  of  our  being  now  on 
the  confines  of  an  European  fettlement.  We 
came  to  an  extenfive  meadow,   interfperfed 
with  fmall  plantations  of  tobacco  and  Indian 
corn ;  and  here  I  could  perceive  on  an  emi- 
nence before  us  a  fquare  area,  inclofed  with 
large  pallifadoes  (landing  clofe  to  each  other, 
and  driven  into  the  ground.     This  I  learned 
ferved  as  a  fort  to  the  fettlement  ;    beyond 
which,  and  at  fome  diftance,    flood  a  num- 
ber of  little  wooden  houfes,  in  a  flrait  line, 
but   at   large   intervals   from   one  another. 
They  might  amount,    with  a   few   others 
which  appeared  fcattered  over  the  country, 
to  the  number  of  feventy,  and  conftituted 
the  whole  French  fettlement  on  this  part  of 
Red   River.      The  village   and   fort  com- 
mand an  extenfive  profpe^Sl  on  the  oppofite 
fide  of  the  river  ;   a   profped  prefenting  a 

large 
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large  meadow  bounded  on  all  fides  by  woodsjj 
and  plentifully  ftocked  with  cows  and 
horfes. 

I  lived  here  with  the  proprietor  of  the 
canoe,  but  was  mlferablj  accommodated^ 
both  in  board  and  lodging.  The  houfe  was 
fmall,  and  dirty  in  the  extreme  ;  and  our 
bread,  made  of  rice  mixed  with  Indian  corn, 
was  of  the  worft  quality.  In  fpite  of  all  its 
inconveniences,  I  would  have  preferred  to 
my  prefenc  fituation  my  former  lodging  on 
the  banks  of  Red  River,  and  the  bread  of 
New  Orleans,  though  it  too  had  been  much 
fpoiled  fince  our  quitting  the  Mifliffippi.  It 
is  difficult  for  the  reader  to  imagine  how 
much  the  air  on  Red  River  is  contaminated 
by  the  horrid  flench  which  arifes  from  the 
urine  and  excrement  of  the  allis-ator.  Our 
bifcuit  was  fo  impregnated  with  this  abomi- 
nable effluvia,  that  it  had  acquired  the  nau- 
feous  tafte  of  rotten  muik ;  but  I  fupported 
my  fpirits  under  all  thefe  hardfliips  with  the 
profpe£l  of  making  only  a  fliort  flay  in 
this  country.  ' 

The  fettlement  of  Nachitoches  is  com- 
puted to  be  a  hundred   and  forty   leagues 

N.  W. 
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N.  W.  from  New  Orleans ;  it  is  of  fmall  ex- 
tent, but  tolerably  populous ;  and  the  inha- 
bitants, like  thofe  of  Louifiana,  are  lively, 
well-fornned  in  their  perfons,  and  inured 
to  fatigue.  They  often  afcend  their  rivers 
with  their  families  to  the  diftance  of  four  or 
five  hundred  leagues,  and  fpend  on  one  of 
thofe  painful  expeditions  eighteen,  perhaps 
twenty  months. 

Hunting  the  bear  is  one  of  their  favourite 
purfuits,  but  is  chiefly  pra£lifed  in  the  win- 
ter feafon,  when  this  animal  is  particularly 
fat,  and  in  condition  to  furnifli  a  large  quan- 
tity of  oil.  The  nature  of  the  chace  is 
briefly  as  follows :  the  bear  generally  choofes 
for  his  retreat  the  hollow  trunk  of  an  old 
cyprefs,  which  he  climbs  and  defcends 
into  the  cavity  from  above  ;  meanwhile, 
it  is  the  bufinefs  of  the  hunter,  who  watches 
him  on  his  return  home,  to  mount  by  means 
of  hooks,  and  feat  himfelf  on  a  neighbouring 
tree.  Having  a  gun  in  one  hand,  and  a 
firebrand  in  the  other,  the  moment  he  dif- 
covers  the  hole  he  darts  his  torch  into  the 
trunk.  Frantic  with  rage  and  terror,  the 
bear  makes  a  fpring  from  his  den  ;  but  the 

Vol.  I.  E  hunter. 
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hunter,  with  great  dexterity,  feizes  the  in* 
ftant  he  leaps  from  the  tree,  and  (hoots 
him  through  the  head  or  (houlder.  The 
animal  drops  on  the  ground,  and  dies  under 
the  repeated  wounds  he  receives  from  his 
enemy. 

At  Nachitoches  1  was  anxious  for  intelli- 
gence refpe£ling  the  firft  Spanifli  fettlement; 
and  learned  with  pleafure  that  it  was  about 
feven  leagues  diftant,  is  the  refidence  of  the 
governor  of  Tegas,  and  is  named  Adaes  or 
Adaiffes. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     VII. 

^he  Author  quits  Nachitoches,  and  arrives  at 
Adaes^  a  SpaniJIo  Settlement,  where  he  is 
near  perl/hlng  with  Hunger — Defcriptlon 
of  the  Settlement — Particulars  relative  to 
the  half-favage  Spaniards,  Its  Inhabitants — 
their  Drefs — CharaSier — Occupations — mi- 
litary Equipments — the  Jingular  Mode  In 
which  they  are  accoutred  and  mounted  for 
the  public  Service, 

'AVING  fpent  only  three  days  at  this 
port,  I  prepared  to  fet  out  for  Adaes, 
and  with  this  view  hired  one  of  the  inha- 
bitants for  a  guide,  who  was  more  difmal  ia 
his  afpe<fl,  and  brutal  in  his  manners,  than 
any  Efquimaux  favage  of  the  North.  He 
was  likewife  covered  with  rags,  and  in  every 
refpedl  gave  me  a  mofl  unfavourable  idea  of 
the  Creoles  in  general  of  the  fame  nation.  I 
alfo  hired  from  him  a  horfe  to  tranfport  my 
baggage,  which,  for  my  greater  convenience 
in  travelling,  I  packed  up  in  three  bear  Ikins : 
one  of  thefe  I  intended  for  my  bed  ;  another 
E  2  was 
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was  to  ferve  me  as  a  covering  to  an  occaiio-' 
nal  tent ;  and  the  third  was  meant  to  defend 
my  baggage  from  the  rain  in  thofe  uninha- 
bited regions  through  which  I  propofed  to 
pafs. 

We  quitted  Nachitoches  in  the  evening, 
and  purfued  our  journey  the  whole  night. 
About  the  middle  of  the  route  we  were  con- 
siderably fatigued,  and  having  flopped  for  a 
few  minutes,  my  guide  regaled  me  with  an 
ounce  of  bad  bread  made  of  Indian  corn.  As 
the  path  was  little  trodden,  lay  over  an  un- 
even furface,  was  much  obfcured  by  the 
woods,  and  frequently  obftruvSled  with  large 
trees  which  the  unfparing  ravages  of  time 
had  thrown  in  our  way,  we  had  infinite  dif- 
ficulty to  keep  from  wandering.  It  often 
happened,  though  I  led  my  horfe  by  the 
bridle,  owing  to  the  crooked  path  we  were 
obliged  topurfue,  that  we  flopped  fhort  com- 
pletely bewildered.  About  three  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  however,  we  arrived  at  the  hut 
of  a  baptized  Indian,  who  took  us  kindly 
under  his  roof. 

Our  hofl being  apprehenfive  that  my  goods 
might  be  deemed  contraband  by  the  Spani- 
ards, 
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ards,  was  at  pains  to  conceal  them,  but  re- 
ftored  them  to  me  honeftly  afterwards.  I 
went  to  fleep  in  a  corner  of  his  houfe,  which, 
hy  the  bye,  fcarcely  deferved  that  name, 
for  the  roof  was  only  fupported  by  a  fort  of 
paling,  the  greateft  part  of  which  had  fallen 
to  the  ground  from  ne2;li2:ence  and  length  of 
time.  As  foon  as  it  was  morning,  the  family, 
who  had  flept  in  a  bed  clofe  by  the  fide  of 
mine,  faluted  me,  and  began  to  prepare 
breakfaft.  From  our  fare,  however,  it  was 
but  too  plain  that  this  baptized  Indian  was 
far  from  being  in  good  circumftances  ;  and, 
therefore,  I  gave  him  his  choice  of  money 
or  linen,  in  order  to  buy  us  provifions.  The 
latter  he  thought  would  be  moft  current  i^ 
.their  market ;  but  after  all,  he  could  find  no 
Indian  corn  till  the  following  day,  and  even 
then  a  very  fmall  quantity.  I  became  im- 
moderately hungry,  and  urged  him  much 
to  make  farther  inquiries  ;  but  he  contented 
himfelf  with  afTuring  me  that  there  was  not 
half  a  bufhel  of  Indian  corn  within  the 
bounds  of  the  fettlement  ;  and  here,  for  the 
firft  tirr>e  in  my  life,  I  experienced  in  an 
extreme  degree  the  deplorable  hardfhips  of 
E  3  real 
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real  want.  I  began  to  entertain  fufpicions 
that  this  fad  fcarcity  of  provifions  was  partly 
at  lead  affeded,  and  very  difmal  reflections 
came  acrofs  nay  rnind.  I  determined  to  go 
into  the  village,  and  endeavour  to  find  lodg- 
ing in  a  family  of  greater  induftry,  and  in  an 
eafier  lituation  of  life  ;  and  accordingly, 
quitting  my  chriftianfavage,  I  found  enter-' 
tainment  in  the  houfe  of  a  non-commif- 
fioned  officer,  who,  though  I  cannot  fay  he 
kept  a  plentiful  table,  was  always  provided 
with  a  kind  of  mical  for  his  family.  I  fuffer- 
ed,  however,  more  than  once,  the  fevere 
pinchings  of  hunger,  even  in  the  houfe  of 
my  new  landlord. 

The  fettlement  of  Adaes  conlifts  of  about 
forty  miferable  houfes,  conftru6led  with 
flakes  driven  into  the  ground.  It  is  fituated 
on  the  declivity  of  a  hill,  the  top  of  which, 
formed  into  a  fquare,  and  incloled  with  pa- 
lifadoes,  fuch  as  I  faw  at  Nachitoches, 
ferves  as   a   kind   of  fortrefs  to  the  villaoe. 

o 

Thefe  forts  or  redoubts,  in  the  language  of 
the  country,  are  immcd pfcJiJio.  The  houfes 
arc  fcattei^ed  about  the  well:  fide  of  the  fort ; 
end  a  little  valley  lyhig  in  the  fame  quarter 

feparates 
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feparates  the  village  from  a  coniiderable  emi- 
nence, on  which  ftand  a  church  and  con- 
vent of  Francifcans.  A  few  ftracrg-ling  trees, 
and  a  heath  over2:rown  with  briars  'and 
thickets,  and  bounded  every  where  by  the 
woods,  compofe  the  cheerlefs  profped:  of  the 
inhabitants. 

The  foil  is  almofl:  entirely  deftitute  of  wa- 
ter ;  which  unhappy  circumftance,  joined  to 
the  natural  indolence  of  the  people,  fre- 
quently reduces  them  to  the  want  of  the 
common  neceil'aries  of  life.  The  chief  means 
of  their  fubliftence  is  Indian  corn,  which 
they  boil,  mixed  with  quick-lime,  by  which 
the  hulk  is  diflblved  to  a  kind  of  powder, 
and  the  grain  conliderably  foftened.  Having 
wafhed  and  bruifed  it  on  a  chocolateftone, 
it  is  formed  into  a  lump  of  pafle,  which 
they  knead  with  their  hands.  Of  this 
dough  they  make  a  fort  of  cake,  which  is 
toafted  on  a  plate  of  iron  laid  over  the  fire. 
This  bread  is  the  native  food  of  the  people 
in  New  Spain  ;  and,  indeed,  when  thefe 
thin  cakes,  or  rather  wafers,  named  by  the 
Spaniards  tortillas,  are  well  baked,  they  are 
far  from  being  unpleafant. 

E  4  The 
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The  inhabitants  of  Adaes,  confifting  of  a 
fpecies  of  cavalry,  Hve  by  an  appointment 
of  nearly  a  piafter  a  day  ;  but  whether  it  be 
owing  to  the  extraordinary  expence  they 
incur  by  importing  their  cloathing  from 
'  Mexico,  or  rather,  perhaps,  their  idle  and 
fluggifh  difpofitions,  which  oblige  them  to 
have  even  their  daily  bread  from  a  diftance, 
the  pay  of  Spain  is  fcarcely  equal  to  a  bare 
fubfiftence.  The  intervals  of  public  fervice 
are  ernployed  in  play,  of  which  they  are  par- 
ticularly fond  ;  in  relating  their  exploits  iii 
battle,  the  perils  and  hardlhips  they  have  en- 
countered in  wild  and  inhofpitable  regions ; 
and  on  horfeback,  in  vifiting,  and  taming 
their  cattle.  Their  bodies  are  {Irong  and 
mufcular,  though  fadly  broken  by  fe- 
vere  campaigns  againft  the  favages,  whom 
they  name,  probably  in  derilion,  Mecos ;  or 
by  the  no  lefs  ruinous  confequences  of  their 
youthful  debaucheries.  They  are,  in  gene^ 
ral,  obliging,  humane,  compaffionate,  and 
brave  : — eminently  diftinguifhed  in  the  ex^ 
ercife  of  hofpitality,  they  are  known  to 
Ihare,  under  the  immediate  prefTure  of  hun- 
ger, their  lafl  morfel  of  bread  with  the  firit 

flranger 
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ftranger  who  happens  to  come  under  their 
roof.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  they  are  ex- 
tremely proud;  and,  probably  owing  in  a 
great  meafure  to  neceffity,  little  addided 
either  to  truth  or  honefty. 

Stealing  I  have  obferved  is  common  to 
almoil:  all  favage  nations,  and  feems  to  arife 
from  an  original  impulfe,  by  which  a  man 
is  prompted  to  gratify  his  wants,  without 
waiting  for  the  deliberate  interference  of  his 
reafon.  This  principle,  befides,  is  much 
ftrengthened  by  that  community  of  goods 
which  every  individual  is  ready  to  exercife 
againft,  as  well  as  in  the  favour  of  his  own 
interefl:  :  but  this  defcription  of  mankind 
have  one  great  advantage  over  their  more  ci- 
vilized brethren,  namely,  that  it  is  much 
more  ealy  to  convince  them  of  their  ignorance, 
and  reclaim  the  latter  from  their  vices. 

The  half'favage  Spaniards  of  this  fettle- 
ment  are  dreffed  in  the  mofl  fantaftic  man- 
lier :  a  fort  of  under- waiftcoat  and  breeches 
without  a  feam,  but  pieced  together  with 
buttons  of  gold  and  filver,  and  commonly  or- 
namented with  lace,  ftockings  made  of  fkins, 
and  fhoes  whofe  upper-leathers  are  "cut  into 

thongs, 
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thongs,  affording  free  accefs  to  the  dirt  and 
duft  as  well  as  to  the  air,  compofe  their  orr 
dinary  apparel.  A  large  hood  and  (hort  cloak, 
adorned  round  the  neck  with  broad  flripes 
of  gold  lace,  feem  to  be  confidered  as  a  full 
uniform,  and  are  only  worn  on  horfeback. 
But,  in  fpite  of  all  this  finery,  one  often 
meets  the  Spaniard  without  either  hat  or 
fliirt,  while  his  fumptuous  uniform,  torn  by 
the  briars  and  thorns  of  the  woods,  hangs 
in  a  thousand  tatrers  about  his  perfon.  His 
heels  are  ufually  armed  with  a  pair  of  enor- 
mous fpurs  about  five  or  fix  inches  in  length. 
His  armour  confifls  in  a  helmet  of  deer 
Ikin,  a  carabine,  and-  a  long  broad  fword. 
Two  little  leathern  boxes  placed  before  the 
faddie  ferve  to  hold  provifions  for  his  march. 
The  carabine  refh  commonly  in  the  flock, 
but  is  ufed  as  a  pillar,  during  night,  for  a 
kind  of  tent,  which  is  reared  occafionally 
with  the  Spanifii  hood,  in  order  to  prote6^ 
him  from  the  rain.  His  fiddle  leathers, 
neatly  drefled,  and  fl:amped  with  various  or- 
namental defio-ns,  are  crarnifhed  round  the 
edges  with  trinkets  of  fleel,  which,  like 
little    bells,     are    kept   perpetually  ringing 

by 
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"hy  the  motion  of  the  horfe.  The  rider 
refts  his  feet  in  a  couple  of  ftirrups  at 
leafl:  fifty  pounds  in  weight,  compofed 
of  four'  maffv  bars  of  iron  arrano-ed  in  the 
form  of  a  crofs.  To  keep  the  horfemaii 
fteady  in  his  feat,  and  to  conilrain  his  luTibs 
to  that  pofinon,  which  is  deemed  moft 
graceful  among  the  Spaniards,  are  the  chief 
purpofes  of  thofe  ponderous  flirrups.  This 
mode  of  riding,  however,  to  a  novice,  is  a 
pretty  fevere  trial  to  his  patience  ;  for,  in 
my  fhort  experience  of  thefe  accoutrements, 
I  contrafted  a  fwelling  in  my  legs,  and  an 
almoft  entire  diflocation  of  my  joints.  If 
the  horfe  is  ftrong  enough  not  to  be  op- 
prelTed  vflth  their  weight,  I  am  uncertain, 
after  all,  whether  they  may  not  contribute 
to  his  eafe,  fince  they  form  a  fort  of  balance 
below  to  the  gravity  of  the  rider  on  his 
back.  The  bits  of  their  bridles,  which  are 
of  an  oblong  fhape,  and  extremely  well 
adapted  to  their  purpofe,  have  a  flrong  re- 
femblance  to  thofe  in  life  among  the  Arabs, 
who,  as  every  one  knows,  excel  in  the  art 
of  horfemanfliip  all  other  nations  in  the 
world.     In  fhort,  the  half-favage  Spaniard, 

with 
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with  all  his  lingular  extravagance,  is  an  ex- 
cellent rider,  and,  when  completely  equipped 
and  mounted,  never  failed  to  revive  in  my 
mind  the  ideas  of  ancient  chivalry. 


C  H  A  P.      VIII. 

"The  Difficuhies  in  encountering  a  journey  from 
Adah  to  Mexico  y  almoji  unfur  mount  able — 
the  Author^  refolving  to  undertake  this 
journey.  Jets  out  to  the  MiJJion  of  Naqua- 
doch,  to  join  the  Suite  of  the  Governor  of 
the  Province,  who  is  bound  thither — he  de^ 
fcribes  the  Country  he  pajjes  through — is  po- 
litely received  by  the  Governor — but  is 
obliged  to  return  to  Adats  for  a  Supply  of 
Provifons, 

A  CCORDING  to  my  beft  information 
relative  to  the  road  from  hence  to 
Mexico,  it  is  a  journey  of  no  lefs  than  five 
hundred  and  fifty  leagues ;  and  to  the  fecond 
Spaniih  fettlement  two  hundred  and  fifty, 
by  a  way  difficult  to  be  found,   and  acrofs 

rivers, 
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rivers,  many  of  which  are  extremely  dan- 
gerous in  their  paffage.  I  was  afliired,  that 
Though  at  times  a  fmall  party  of  two  or  three 
favages  will  undertake  and  accompHfh  this 
expedition,  yet,  with  the  incumbrance  of 
baggage,  it  would  be  deemed  highly  impru- 
dent to  attempt  it  with  fewer  than  ten  or 
twelve  perfons  in  company.  It  was,  there- 
fore, with  great  regret  that  I  faw  myfelf 
precluded  from  entering  on  this  route,  other- 
wife  than  in  a  kind  of  caravan  ;  and  here  I 
had  the  profped  of  remaining  until  I  (hould 
be  joined  by  a  certain  number  of  compa- 
nions. 

Learning,  however,  that  the  governor  of 
this  province,  who  had  been  recalled  to 
Mexico  in  confequence  of  a  difpute  between 
him  and  his  fucceflbr,  was  taken  ill  at  the 
diftance  of  fifty  leagues,  and  was  then  ac- 
tually living  at  the  refidenceof  a  mifiionary, 
in  a  place  called  Naquadoch,  I  refuived  to 
join  him,  and  vi^ait  till  the  recovery  of  his 
health  ihould  enable  him  to  continue  his 
journey.  In  this  view  I  purchafed  a  horfe, 
and  agreed  to  have  my  effeas  tranfported  by 
mules  belonging  to  foldiers  in  the  governor's 

I  fuite, 
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fuite,  who  having  come  hither  in  quefl 
of  piovihons,  were  now  about  to  return. 
The  guide  I  engaged  at  this  place  was  a 
very  civil,  but  at  bottom  a  very  roguifli 
Mexican  :  he  was  fmooth  and  obli2:in£f  in  his 
deportment ;  but  before  we  parted,  I  had 
too  much  reafon  to  believe  that  his  own  in- 
terefl:,  in  contempt  of  common  honefty,  was 
the  ruling  principle  of  his  conduct.  As  foon 
as  we  had  fairly  entered  the  woods,  he  took 
care  to  loofe  ray  baggage-mule,  in  order  that 
under  the  colour  of  finding  him,  he  might 
have  time,  in  my  abfciice,  to  fteal  a  parcel 
of  my  linen,  which  he  concealed  among  the 
buflies. 

The  face  of  this  country  is  agreeably  di- 
verf.fled  with  little  hilly  ridges,  which  ter- 
minate the  view  over  widely-extended  plains ; 
whiifc  the  valUes  are  interfperfed  with  mea- 
dows, which,  probably  under  water  during* 
winter,  are  covered  in  the  fine  feafon  with 
a  fpecies  of  grafs  of  a  furprifing  height.  The 
humid  parts  of  the  high  grounds  abound  in 
timber  of  different  kinds  ;  but  the  more  dry 
and  flerile  produce  pines  only,  though  of  a 
wonderful  iize.     I  was  aflonifhed  to  obferve 

a  vaft 
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^  vaft  number  of  thefe  trees  lying  on  the 
ground,  whofe  bales,  in  appearance  powder- 
ed over  with  foot  or  coal  duft,  conveyed  the 
notion  of  their  roots  having  been  confumed 
by  fire.  The  fame  fymptoms  were  vifible 
in  many  which  were  ftill  ftanding ;  and 
from  every  indication  it  would  appear,  that 
the  pine,  becoming  black  at  the  root,  dii^ 
folves  into  duft,  whiUl:  the  trunk  gradually 
lofes  its  balance,  and  at  laft  falls  to  the 
ground.  I  cannot  refer  this  mortality  of  the 
firs  to  putrefaction,  lince  the  foil  and  cli- 
mate, as  well  as  the  fubftance  of  the  tree, 
are  extremely  dry  ;  but  am  rather  of  opi- 
nion,'that  fuffering  a  difcharge  of  the  vege- 
table juices,  they  actually  bleed  to  death.  In 
our  progrefs  through  this  country  we  fre- 
quently met  with  a  fpecies  of  roe-buck,  and  a 
meagre  race  of  wolves,  or  wild  dogs,  whofe 
barking,  however,  is  very  difterent  from 
that  of  the  fame  Ipecies  of  animal  in  Eu- 
rope. 

Though  I  am  perfuaded  Lgave  every  one 
in  my  fervice  a  handfome  compenfation  for 
his  trouble,  confidering  the  fcarcity  of  mo- 
ney m  ihpie  parts,  yet  a  kind  of  idle  bafhful- 

nefi; 
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nefs  induced  me  to  fhare  in  all  the  toils  and 
hardfhips  of  my  fellow  travellers.  I  had  been 
accuftomed,  iince  my  departure  from  New 
Orleans,  to  deep  in  the  open  air ;  but  the 
nights  becoming  cold,  while  the  days  com- 
paratively were  extremely  hot,  I  caught  a 
fever  thirty  leagues  from  Adaes,  which  con- 
tinued all  the  way  to  Naquadoch.  At  every 
return  of  my  diforder  a  giddinefs  nearly  de- 
priving me  of  the  ufe  of  my  bodily  fa- 
culties. Providence  alone  preferved  mc 
twenty  times  from  breaking  my  neck,  in 
falling  from  my  horfe,  or  running  againft 
the  branches  of  trees  which  proje61:  over  the 
path.  On  thefe  occafions  refledion  was  the 
only  fenfe  I  retained,  and  I  knew  we  were 
under  the  neceffity  of  reaching  a  certain  ri- 
vulet in  the  evening,  in  order  to  find  water 
and  pafture  for  our  cattle.  We  arrived  at 
Naquadoch,  and  after  a  little  repofe  I  reco- 
vered my  health,  and  was  reftored  to  my 
ufual  ftrength  and  fpirits.  We  had  already 
pafled  a  miffion,  named  Aiffa,  and  that, 
with  Naquadoch,  are  the  only  habitations  on 
this  route.     There  are  in  their  vicinity  fe- 

veral 
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veral  favage  villages,  which  are  feldom  long 
at  peace  with  the  Spaniards. 

Upon  my  arrival,  the  old  governor,  whom 
I  have  mentioned,  received^me  civilly  ;  but 
there  being  a  fcarcity  of  provifions  in  the 
miffion,  as  well  as  among  the  neighbouring 
favages,  and  my  propofed  journey  being  two 
hundred  leagues,  through  a  very  wild  and 
uncultivated  country,  I  found  myfelf  under 
the  necedity  of  returning  to  Adaes,  in  order 
to  provide  for  my  future  fubfiftence. 

I  ufed  every  means  to  find  a  companion  or 
a  guide,  but  in  vain  ;  and  was  at  lafl  obliged 
to  depart  alone.  I  travelled  till  the  fall  of 
night,  when,  laying  myfelf  down  on  rny 
bear-lkins,  with  my  mule  tied  to  a  tree, 
grazing  by  my  fide,  I  began  to  meditate  on 
my  prefent  fingular  fituation.  I  Vv^as  alone, 
furrounded  with  darknefs,  in  the  midft  of 
woods  of  unknown  extent,  and  a  prey  to  the 
firfi:  monfter  or  favage  of  the  defert.  Often, 
during  this  fhort  journey  of  fifty  leagues, 
had  I  reafon  to  commit  myfelf  to  the  great. 
Author  of  my  being,  and  in  many  inilances 
to  admire  the  vifible  exercife  of  his  paternal 
care.  I  might  now  be  faid  to  lead  the  life 
Vol.  I.  F  of 
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of  a  lavage  ;  for  my  provifions,  the  bed  In- 
deed for  the  purpofe  of  travelling,  confided 
in  a  piece  of  flefli  dried  in  the  fun,  and  a 
fmall  quantity  of  ground  Indian  corn,  named 
by  the  Spaniards  pynole.  This  corn,  when 
mixed  with  water,  fvvells  to  a  great  bulk, 
infomuch  that  a  fingle  handful  of  it  fuffices 
amply  for  one  repaft.  The  day  after  my 
departure  from  Naquadoch,  I  found  myfelf 
all  of  a  fudden  in  circumftances  of  imminent 
danger  :  I  had  begun  my  march  before  day, 
and  having  the  misfortune  to  lofe  myfelf  in 
the  woods,  I  wandered  into  a  beaten  path, 
which  led  diredlly  to  a  favage  village  ;  hap- 
pily, however,  I  recognized  it  through  the 
trees  by  the  round  and  conical  form  of  their 
huts  ;  and,  in  all  probability,  I  owed  my 
efcape  to  Providence,  and  the  obfcurity  of 
the  mornins:;  for  had  the  fava2:es  chanced 
to  be  awake,  prefuming,  under  the  firfl  im- 
pulfe  of  furprize,  that  I  came  as  a  fpy  or 
robber,  they  would,  undoubtedly  have  fired 
upon  me. 

The  fame  day  I  obferved  a  party  of  natives 
before  me,  when  that  involuntary  fear  of 
them  entertained  by  Europeans,  which  I  had 

not 
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liob  beeri  yet  able  to  overcome,  prompted 
tile  to  fkulk  from  the  path,  with  a  view  to 
dine,  as  well  as  to  avoid  their  company. 
The  moment,  however,  I  alighted  from  my 
inule,  I  ^\'as  accofted  by  a  couple  of  their 
women  j  who  requeiled  I  would  fupply  them 
With  fome  Indian  corn,  and  I  very  readily 
Jhared  with  them  what  little  I  had.  But  the 
i-eadef  may  guefs  my  fiirprize,  when  fome 
lime  after  they  returned  to  teftify  their 
gratitude,  by  making  me  a  prefent  of  cakes 
hnade  of  wild  fruit*  I  afterwards  fell  in  with 
men  of  the  fame  village,  from  whom  I  re- 
ceived much  kindnefs ;  they  were  at  great 
pains  to  put  me  in  the  beft  path,  and  to  in- 
fl:ru£l  me  what  ftages  were  inoft  convenient 
for  feeding  my  itiule^  as  well  as  for  my  own 
accommodation. 

At  night,  having  again  tied  my  mule  to 
the  flump  of  a  tree,  where  the  grafs  was 
particularly  fine,  I  ftretched  myfelf  on  my 
bear-fkins,  and  went  to  fleep.  About  mid- 
night, howdvef,  I  awaked,  as  ufual,  in  order 
to  remove  him  to  new  pafture,  but,  to  my 
great  mortification,  he  was  gone.  What  a 
difmal  profpedl:  now  opened  to  my  mind  !  I 
F  2,  had 
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had  loft  my  mule,  was  in  the  midft  of  art 
immenfe  foreft,  without  provifions,  and 
without  arms  either  to  procure  fubiillence, 
or  to  defend  my  life  againft  an  enemy.  I 
caft  a  melancholy  look  at  my  bear-lkins 
and  faddle,  which  ferved  me  for  a  bed  and 
pillow  ;  and  under  the  terror  of  lofing  my- 
felf  in  the  woods,  almoft  trembled  at  the 
thoughts  of  venturing  forth  in  fearch  of  my 
companion.  Neceffity,  however,  at  lafl: 
prevailed  over  my  fears  ;  and  collecting  all 
my  courage  and  prefence  of  mind,  after  con- 
jecturing from  the  moon's  iituation  the  direc- 
tion of  the  path,  I  ru(hed  into  the  woods. 
Luckily  I  found  my  mule  in  the  fpace  of 
half  an  hour,  grazing  on  the  (loping  bank  of 
a  rivulet,  which  afforded  him  good  pafture  ; 
but  by  what  means  he  was  to  be  caught  I 
knew  not,  and  this  excited  new  caufe  of 
difquietude.  I  can  fay  truly,  that  here,  as 
in  other  trying  fituations,  my  temper  never 
forfook  me;  and  after  various  fruitlefs  ef- 
forts, I  at  length  got  hold  of  him.  In  this 
painful  interval  of  fufpenfe,  I  had  embraced 
the  refolution,  rather  than  return  to  Naqua- 
doch,  to  continue  my  journey  on  foot,  or  to 

addrefs 
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addrefs  mylelf  to  the  humanity  of  the  fa- 
vages,  who  are  enemies  to  the  Spaniards, 
and  in  the  courfe  of  their  hoftihties  are  ufed 
to  ramble  all  over  thofe  parts.  By  fubfe- 
quent  experience,  however,  of  the  great 
difficulties  which  occur  in  this  route,  I  was 
convinced  that  my  idea  was  impradicable, 
fince  no  favage  who  is  an  entire  granger  in 
the  country  is  bold  enough  to  attempt  it.  I 
at  lafl:  accompliOied  my  journey ;  and  having 
bought  provifions  for  my  propofed  route, 
again  turned  my  face  towards  the  million  of 
Naquadoch, 


F  3  C  H  y\  \\ 
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CHAP.      IX, 

Sagacity  of  the  Author^s  Mule  In  croffing  a 
River — Trait  of  Generofty  in  the  Savage 
Inhabitants  of  Naquadoch — the  RefleSiions 
which  arife  from  it — Confderations  on 
human  Nature  in  its  frnple  and  unrefined 
State* 

A  BOUT  noon,  on  the  firft  day  of  my  re- 
turn, accident  or  the  fagacity  of  my 
mule  condudled  me  with  more  difcretion 
than  I  could  have  done  myfelf.  Haying  ar- 
rived on  the  banks  of  a  little  river,  which, 
the  firft  time  I  pafled  this  way,  I  had  crolled 
at  a  ford,  it  was  confiderably  fwollen  by  the 
late  rains  ;  but  having  been  deflred  to  ob- 
ferve  whether  certain  ftones  on  the  verge  of 
the  river  appeared  above  water,  for  my  di- 
re6tion,  and,  thinking  I  faw  them,  I  enr 
tered  boldly  into  the  channel.  Before,  how- 
ever, I  had  got  half  way  over,  my  mule, 
though  urged  to  go  on  by  all  the  means  in 
my  power,  refufed  to  obey,  and  at  laft  be- 
coming furious,  reared  and  bounced,  hurry- 
ing 
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ing  me  backward  to  the  fhore.  I  gave  way 
to  the  obftlnacy  of  his  nature,  but  without 
knowing  by  what  expedient  I  might  extri- 
cate myfelf  from  my  prefent  danger.  Having 
no  alternative,  and  refleding  that  I  might 
poffibly  have  miftaken  the  paflage,  I  led 
him  back  to  the  path,  and  laying  the  bridle 
on  his  neck,  gave  him  the  fpur,  and  left 
him  to  take  his  own  courie.  I  foon  had 
reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  my  condudl ;  for 
he  inflantly  quitted  the  tra6t  in  a  new  direc- 
tion, and  pafled  the  river  with  eafe  and  fafety 
to  us  both. 

In  a  little  time  afterwards  I  alis;hted  to 
take  fome  refrefliment,  and  obferving  fome- 
thing  at  a  diftance  which  engaged  my  atten- 
tention,  I  tied  my  mule  to  a  tree,  and  left 
him  ;  but  was  greatly  furorifed  on  my  re- 
turn to  find  him  rearinp-  and  foaming;,  and 
to  all  appearance  in  a  flate  of  phrenzy.  His 
rage,  however,  was'  not  long  a  matter  of 
■wonder ;  for  I  found  the  poor  animal  cruelly 
infefled  with  a  vail  fwarm  of  bees,  which 
darkened  the  air  over  his  head.  I  made 
hafte  to  cover  my  face  and  hands  from  their 
violence^  and  cutting  his  halter,  pulled  him^ 
F  4  after 
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after  me  at  full  fpeed.  The  bees  arofe  in 
amazing  multitudes,  but  being  unable  to 
keep  pace  with  us,  we  foon  efcaped  from 
their  moleftation.  I  hoped  to  afluage  the 
pain  occafioned  to  my  mule  by  the  flings  of 
thefe  infects,  by  bathing  him  in  the  river ; 
but  this  remedy  not  anfwering  my  expe<fi:a- 
tion,  I  thought  that  a  plentiful  perfpiration, 
produced  by  hard  riding,  might  have  more 
efFe6t,  and  \theiefore  continued  my  journey 
to  a  ]ater  hour  than  ufual. 

The  governor  being  much  recovered  from 
his  late  indifpoiition,  began  to  think  of  re- 
fuming  his  march  ;  on  this  account,  with 
the  affiftance  of  the  father  mifiionary,  I 
purchafed  a  couple  of  mules  for  my  ap- 
proacliing  travels. 

Here  I  met  with  an  inflance  of  generofity 
in  favages,  which,  for  the  fake  of  fuch  Eu- 
ropeans as  are  apt  to  fpeak  contemptuoufly 
of  the  uncivilized  native  of  America,  I  fliall 
take  the  liberty  to  relate.  A  poor  man  ap- 
plied to  our  little  caravan,  praying  that  we 
might  be  pleafed  to  afford  him  maintenance 
and  a  paffage  p  the  fettle  men  t  of  San  An- 
trnio.     His  petition  was  deemed  unreafona- 

ble 
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ble  by  the  greater  part  of  the  company, 
and  by  all  rejected  ;  for  although  I  would 
readily  have  contributed  to  his  affiftance, 
yet  it  was  not  convenient  to  render  him  this 
fervice  alone.  But  I  will  leave  the  reader 
to  judge  of  our  aftonilhment,  when  we 
were  afterwards  informed  that  the  favages 
in  the  neighbourhood,  getting  notice  of  the 
application,  not  only  found  this  poor  man  a 
horfe  and  provilions  for  the  journey,  but 
conduced  him  to  the  confines  of  that  fet- 
tlement. 

I  have  had  frequent  opportunities  to  ob-. 
ferve  moral  difpolitions  in  the  men  we  call 
favages,  that  would  do  honour  to  the  mofl 
civilized  Europeah  ;  difpofitions  whofe  in- 
fluence on  their  condu6l  is  only  interrupted 
by  the  violence  of  unruly  paffions  ;  but  even 
in  fuch  fituations,  the  firft  fallies  of  his  raee 
having  foon  fubfided,  that  equanimity  of 
which  the  favage  affords  an  eminent  ex- 
ample refumes  its  afcendancy  over  his  mind. 
But  will  it  be  faid,  that  reafon,  depraved  by 
education  and  the  example  of  others,  fo  of- 
ten to  be  met  with  in  civilized  nations  ;  or 
a  dark  an.d  defigning  policy,  which,  in  obe- 
dience 
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dieiice  to  fober  judgement,  contrives,  exe- 
cutes, or  delays  the  blackeft  villanies,  ever 
enters  into  the  character  or  condudl  of  the 
favage  ?   No  :  in  the  fchool  of  nature  he  is 
taught    to     be     generous,     compaffionate, 
friendly,  and  grateful ;  and  if  occafionally 
he  falls  into  irregularities,    fuch  as  theft, 
cruelty,  or  licentioufnefs,  he  has  been  either 
corrupted  by  his  acquaintance  with  Euro- 
peans, or  fubje(fl  to  a  momentary  fervour  of 
blood  which  precipitates  him  into  thofe  ex- 
cefles.     In   the  province  of  Louifiana  I  ob-» 
ferved  with  concern,   that  the  French  had 
communicated  the  impurities  of  their  in^- 
moral   lives  to  feveral  families  among  this 
iimple  race  of  men.   At  Naquadoch  a  hand- 
fome  girl,  born  and  educated  in  the  woods, 
having  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  her  virtue, 
abandoned  her  perfon,  I  will  not  fay  to  any 
one  without  diftin^^ion,  but  to  fuch  as  were 
inclined  to  make  her  a  trifling  prefent.    Evil 
communication,    and    frequent  intercourfe 
with  foreigners,  introducing  a  t^fte  for  lux-? 
ury  and  convenience,  have  fown   the  firfl 
feeds  of  depravity  among  a  people,    who 
Qtherwife  imight  have  continued  to  enjoy 

thQ 
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the  happy  innocence  of  their  woods.  The 
ruftic  fimphcity  of  the  favage  reflraining  his 
defires  within  a  narrow  compafs,  and  dif- 
couraging  the  company  of  Grangers,  forms 
the  greateft  fecurity  to  the  purity  and  in- 
tegrity of  his  manners,  A  clofe  attention 
to  what  paffes  among  the  other  animals, 
•vvhich  in  the  original  movements  of  their 
nature  differ  little  from  our  own  fpecies,  has 
wreatly  confirmed  rne  in  the  truth  of  this 
pbfervation.  Before  I  difmifs  thefe  ihort 
ftridlures  on  the  ghara£ler  of  the  favage,  I 
muft  add  to  the  lifl  of  his  unfafhionable 
virtues  a  native  love  of  juflice  and  fair  deal- 
ing :  as  I  have  often  had  occafion  to  remark, 
he  pays  his  little  debts  with  all  the  pundlu- 
iility  his  good  or  bad  fortune  in  hunting  may 
perrnit.  Chaftity,  laftly,  feems  equally  na^ 
tural  to  fimple  and  undifciplined  rninds  with 
any  other  virtue.  One  day  I  accidentally 
flumbled  on  a  couple  who  had  been  lately 
married,  as  they  lay  under  their  bear-lkins, 
and  faw  with  pleafure  an  unaffected  balhful- 
;iefs  in  the  timid  bride,  beautifully  con- 
trafted  with  manly  confidence  and  fecurity, 
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imtinged  with  jealouly  or  fhame,  on  the 
part  of  her  hnfband. 

I  now  return  to  my  departure  from  the 
miffion  of  Naquadoch  ;  and,  as  it  would  be 
tedious  to  relate  the  many  hardfliips  which 
occur  to  a  traveller  in  thofe  wild  and  uncul- 
tivated regions,  it  would  be  equally  endlefs 
to  defcribe  the  various  fenfations  of  volup- 
tuous delight,  which,  in  the  progrefs  of  this 
journey,  the  perception  of  limple  nature, 
from  the  alped;  of  the  country,  as  well  as 
the  manners  of  the  people,  excited  in  my 
mind. 


CHAP. 
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Departure  from  NaquadocJj,  where  the  Au^ 
thor  joins  a  Caravan  for  Mexico — Habits 
and  Purfuits  of  the  Indian  Tribes  interiorly 
fituated — their  dexterous  and  graceful  Maji- 
ner  of  riding — fever al  Rivers  with  frong 
Currents  are  frded^  on  07ie  of  which  cc- 
cafons  the  Spaniards  are  obliged  to  confrudi 
a  Raft — Defcription  of  the  Province  of 
Tegas, 

T  WAS  now  on  the  point  of  commencing 
an  arduous  and  painful  journey  ;  and  the 
agreeable  profpeft  of  continuing  my  travels 
had  effaced  the  impreflions  of  that  extreme 
fatigue  both  of  body  and  mind  which  I  had 
experienced  ever  fince  I  left  New  Orleans. 
We  were  foon  in  readinefs ;  and  accordingly, 
on  the  2d  of  November,  we  quitted  the 
million  of  Naquadoch.  With  the  foldiers 
and  half-favages  in  the  retinue  of  the  go- 
vernor,  our  company  donfifted  in  all  of  fif- 
teen perfons.  We  had  twenty  loaded  mules, 
befides  a  referve  of  no  lefs  than  two  hundred 
I  .  mules 
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mules  and  horfes.  The  excellent  order  oli^ 
fetved  by  thefe  animals,  efpecially  in  paffing 
bad  roads,  in  which  fituation  their  difcipline 
and  inftindl:  were  mofl:  confpicnons,  ren- 
dered our  little  caravan  an  entertaining  fpec- 
tacle* 

Two  days  after  our  departure  we  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  detained  in  a  meadow  on 
the  borders  of  a  large  rivulet,  by  a  great  fall 
of  rain,  which  had  rendered  the  foil  fo  loofe 
and'  fpongy,  that  our  horfes  funk  to  their 
girths  in  mire.  As  foon  as  the  bottom 
w^ould  permit,  we  again  fet  forward,  and 
palled  feveral  favage  villages,  called  T'egai 
de  San  Pedro.  This  nation  appears  to  be 
more  populous  than  any  I  had  hitherto  met 
with  ;  and  in  many  refpefls  different  from 
the  tribes  of  the  Mifliffipi  and  Red  River. 
The  latter,  for  inftance,  feldom  undertake 
an  expedition  but  by  water;  whereas  the 
Tegas,  the  favages  of  Aiffes,  Adaes,  and 
Naquadoch,  living  in  huts  from  navigable 
rivers,  have  applied  themfelves  to  the  rearing 
of  horfes  for  the  purpofes  of  conveyance* 
Here  the  favages  cultivate  Indian  corn  in 
greater  quantities,  are  lefs  addicted  to  hunting, 

and 
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and  draw,  during  winter,  a  confiderable  part 
of  their  fubfiftence  from  different  kinds  of 
wild  fruits,  which  they  gather  in  the  woods, 
and  knead  into  cakes.  Blefled  with  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  warmer  cHmate  and  more 
grateful  foil,  they  receive  from  the  unfoli- 
cited  bounty  of  Nature  a  great  proportion 
of  their  fubfiftence  ;  and  hence  it  probably 
happens  that  they  are  lefs  accuftomed  to 
animal  food  than  the  natives  of  more  nor- 
thern regions. 

We  found  here,  that  by  a  late  edi£l:  of 
the  new  governor,  the  French  of  Naqua- 
doch  had  been  forbidden  to  interfere  in  the 
traffic  of  the  natives,  which,  added  to  the 
habitually  cold  and  difobliging  conduct  of 
the  Spaniards,  had  prepared  the  favages  for 
iioftilities  ;  and  we  therefore  thought  it  ex- 
pedient to  make  our  ftay  fhort,  and  to  have 
as  little  communication  with  them  as  pof- 
fible.  Such  of  them,  however,  as  had  lived 
on  good  terms  with  the  late  governor,  chofe 
to  compliment  him  on  his  arrival ;  and  were 
received  and  difmifl'ed  according  to  every 
rule  of  decency  and  difcretion.  Next  day 
we  were  joined  by  a  party  of  them  on  horfe- 
2  back, 
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back,  who  were  eager  to  difplay  with  much 
oftentatioii  the  fwiftnefs  and  agility  of  their 
horfes,  as  well  as  their  own  fkill  and  dex- 
terity in  the  art  of  riding ;  and  it  is  but 
doing  them  juftice  to  fay,  that  the  moil:  no- 
ble and  graceful  object  I  have  ever  feen  was 
one  of  thofe  favages  mounted  and  running 
full  fpeed.  His  Herculean  fize,  his  gun 
leaning  over  the  left  arm,  and  his  plaid  or 
blanket  floating  carelefsly  acrofs  his  naked 
fhoulders,  and  ftreaming  in  the  wind,  formed 
fuch  an  appearance  as  I  could  only  compare 
to  feme  of  the  fineft  equeflrian  flatues  of 
antiquity.  The  more  elderly  among  them, 
of  a  lefs  violent  and  impetuous  chara6ler, 
rode  quietly  in  our  company,  with  their 
wives  or  daughters  behind  them.  The 
women  behaved  with  the  greateft  decency, 
and  ftudied  to  avoid  our  too  inquifitive  re- 
gards by  fitting  clofer  to  their  condudors. 
It  was  their  intention,  I  prefume,  in  this 
manner  to  pay  their  refpefl:s  to  their  former 
governor  ;  but  I  could  guefs,  by  the  ihort- 
nefs  of  their  vifits,  that  they  were  by  no 
means  flattered  with  our  attention  to  their 
ladies. 

In 
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In  eight  days  more  we  arrived  at  Trinity 
.River,  which,  though  it  ruos  with  a  flrong 
current^  and  is  at  leaft  two  gun-fhots  irt 
breadth,  we  were  able  to  ford  with  little 
incanvenience;  We  iifed  the  precaution, 
however,  to  pafs  in  two  columns,  having 
our  beafts  of  burthen  in  the  middle,  and  a 
divifion  of  our  horfemen  on  each  fide;  that 
while  this  broke  the  force  of  the  current,  th^it 
might  fufrain  the  weak  in  the  centre,  and 
enable  them  to  refiil:  the  preflure  of  the  flream. 
When  the  caravan  was  about  to  defcend  into 
the  bed  of  the  river,  it  was  curious  to  obferve 
with  what  inftind  the  mules  let  themfelves 
Aide  down  on  their  hinder  legs,  and  by  thii 
tneans  preferved  their  balance,  and  conlulted 
the  fafety  of  their  burthen*  We  continued 
our  route  almoft  due  weft,  and  our  favages, 
being  well  acquainted  with  the  fituation  of 
the  country,  paid  little  regard  to  any  beaten 
path  :  we  were  therefore  conftantly  conduct- 
ed by  the  (horted:  courfe  to  the  precife  fpot 
we  wiflied  to  arrive  at. 

We  paffed  the  firfl  branch  of  a  river  named 
^ras  ;   but  finding  the  fecond  impradicable 

Vol*  I.  G  in 
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in  the  fame  manner,    we  halted  at  a  part  of 
its  courfe,  where  the  current  Ihoots  from 
one  angular  point   to  another  on  the  oppo- 
fite  Ihore.     And  here  we  proceeded  to  the 
woods,  each  armed  with  his  ax,  and  cutting 
down  fuch  trees  as  were  moft  fuitable  to  our 
purpofe,  we  launched  them  into  the  river, 
and  conftruaed  a  raft,  tied  together  with  the 
halters  of  our  horfes,   and  named  by  the 
Spaniards   balfas.      It  was   the  bufinefs  of 
two'  experienced  fwimmers  who  went  be- 
fore, each  with  a  rope  in  his  teeth,  to  fteer 
the  raft,    while  others  on  each  fide  affifted 
its  progrefs,   and  kept  it  fteady.     Our  bag- 
gage  having   been   in   this   manner  tranf- 
ported,  or  rather  fhot  acrofs  the  ftream,  and 
our  horfes  and  mules  led  down  to  the  edge 
of  the  water,   a  bold  and  powerful  fwimmer 
plunged  into  the  river,  accompanied  by  a 
favage  on  horfeback,  who,   calling  to  the 
animals  in  a  language  which  they  under- 
ftood,    the  whole  troop  inftantly  followed 
•  him.      Meanwhile  we,   who  ftood  on  the 
oppbfite  bank,  were  at  much  pains,  by  fhput- 
ing  and  clamour,   to  attrad   their  notice, 

and 
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and  to  entice  them  to  that  particular  fpot 
which  was  found  moil  convenient  for  their 
landing. 

It  is  difficult  to  imagine  the  fatigues  and 
hardships   we   experienced    in    paffing    the 
larger  rivulets  of  this  country.     In  order  to 
approach  them,    as  their  deep  channels  are 
generally  fituated  between  banks  of  morafs, 
we  were  frequently  under  the  neceffity  of 
either  covering  the  quagmire  with  different 
ftrata  of  earth   and  faggot,  or  of  opening 
ourfelves  a  pafTage   with   the  fpade.     Our 
t'aggage,  which  for  the  fake  of  a  dry  fitua- 
tion  had  been  left  confiderably  behind  us, 
was  then  to  be  brought  up  ;  and  in  fhort, 
the  fame  operation  being  equally  indifpen- 
fable  on  the  other  fide  of  the  rivulet,  we 
fpent   feveral  days  in  extricating  ourfelves 
from   the  embarraflment  of  one  miferable 
little  brook.     It    is  difficult    to  determine 
which   is  the  mofl:   painful  and  laborious 
undertaking,  to  combat  the  flrong  currents 
of  the   Miffiffippi,    and    the   falls  of  Red 
Kiver  ;  to  purfue  a  route  lying  acrofs  laro-e 
rivers  incumbered  with   rocks,   fometimes 
Ihallow   and    fometimes   of    great    depth ; 
G  2  or 
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or  to  travel  over  a  deep  fenny  foil,  inter- 
fered with  numberlefs  miry  rivulets.  But 
the  ftrong  features  of  natural  liberty  and  in- 
dependence embellifhed  in  my  eye  the  hor- 
rid afpe^l  of  the  foil  ;  and  the  gratification 
I  derived  from  the  rural  fcenes  through 
which  we  were  conftantly  paffing,  was  the 
chief  but  fatisfadlory  reward  of  all  my  toils. 
I  will  not  pretend  to  defcribe  the  impreffions 
I  received  in  thole  lituations,  for  nothing 
iefs  than  a  pra£lical  experience  can  make 
the  reader  underftand  the  various  pleafing 
emotions  which  fimple  and  unperverted  na- 
ture is  formed  to  create  in  the  mind. 

In  the  province  of  Tegus,  and  chiefly 
on  the  banks  of  its  rivers,  grow  noble  fo- 
refts  of  oaks  and  cypreffes.  The  eye  of 
the  traveller,  paffing  into  their  vacuities, 
difcovers  in  certain  trees,  wholly  or  in  part 
fallen  to  decay,  the  large  but  now  ruinous 
productions  of  a  vigorous  foil.  The  bald 
and  mufty  tops  of  others  fhew  that  they 
owe  their  only  fupport  to  the  embraces  of 
the  liane,  a  plant  which  here  length  of  time 
has  almoft  equalled  in  fize  to  what  was 
anciently  its  fupport.     The  feeds  of  aged 

branches 
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branches  depofited  in  the  cavities  of  their 
decayed  trunks,  and  meeting  with  a  fat 
compoft  of  rotten  leaves  and  twigs,  (hoot 
luxuriantly  from  their  fides,  affording  the 
agreeable  profpe6l  of  a  numerous  race  from 
the  wreck  or  afhes  of  the  parent  tree.  On 
the  confines  of  an  adjacent  meadow,  nature, 
as  if  defirous  to  defend  her  hoary  favourites 
from  the  ravages  of  time  and  the  injuries  of 
the  weather,  had  woven  them  a  grey  moffy 
mantle,  which  defcended  in  fefloons  from 
the  fummit  of  their  tallefl  branches  to  the 
furface  of  the  ground  ;  a  fubflance  named 
by  the  French  Barbe  d'Efpagnole. 

If  our  profpe£ls  were  obflrufted  In  the 
woods,  they  were  proportionally  of  ample 
extent  in  the  plains,  and  fuggefted  the  un- 
reflrained  freedom  of  their  inhabitants. 
Here  the  roe- bucks  graze  in  fuch  num- 
bers, that  I  miftook  them  at  a  dlfl:ance  for 
a  company  of  our  horfes  broken  loofe  from 
their  keepers.  In  the  abfence  of  the  little 
tyrant,  man,  a  fenfe  of  fecurity  feems  to 
actuate  all  the  different  races  of  animals  ;  a 
fa£l  vifible  in  the  familiarity  with  which 
plover  and  other  of  the  feathered  tribes 
G  ^  perched 
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perched  on  the  backs  of  our  mules.  Per- 
ceiving by  the  fmoke  which  arofe  from 
among  the  trees,  that  we  were  in  the  vici- 
nity of  favage  habitations,  we  attended  to  our 
march  with  more  circumfpedion. 

The  Spaniards,  who  condu(ft  themfelves 
towards  the  natives  with  a  feverity  very 
different  from  the  gentle  policy  of  the  French, 
have  oblio;ed  them  to  retire  farther  towards 
the  north;  a  treatment  which  has  rendered 
them,  extremely  inimical  to  the  Spaniih 
intereft  in  thole  parts. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XL 

Method  of  hunting  the  wild  Bull,  upon  the 
Flejh  of  which  the  Company  regale  them- 
felves — an  Attempt  made  by  the  Savages  to 
Jleal  the  Hofes  belonging  to  the  Caravans — 
Arrival  at  the  "River  Guadaloupe,  which  is 
pajfed  on  Rafts — the  Caravan  halts  at  San 
Antonio,  a  Spanifo  Settlement — Warfare 
between  the  Spaniards  and  Savage  Natives ^ 
whofe  Population  is  here  very  conf  J er able — 
their  Mode  of  fighting  is  condudied  with 
great  Skill. 

TN  the  fhort  intervals  of  our  repofe,  the 
country,  fince  we  quitted  Red  River,  af- 
forded us  excellent  iport  in  hunting  the  roe- 
bucks and  wild  turkies  ;  and  in  the  courfe  of 
our  march  we  fliot  feveral  bears,  whofe  flefh 
we  found  good  and  palatable. 

We  met  with  a  fmall  chefnut,  and  a  Ipe- 
cies  of  nut  which  I  was  entirely  unacquaint- 
ed with  :  in  the  external  coat  it  bears  refem- 
blance  to  the  nutmeg,  but  the  kernel  is  equal 
in  fweetnefs  to  that  of  any  nut  I  ever  tailed 
in  Europe.  I  faw  many  plants  of  the  vine  in 
its  natural  and  uncultivated  ftate  ;  but  the 
G  4  fruit 
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fruit  in  gieateft  plenty  is  the  common  chef-' 
nqt,  and  a  kind  of  wild  medlar.  We  took; 
care  to  lay  in  a  large  provifion  of  onions, 
in  which  this  country  moft  particularly 
abounds. 

We  now  obferved  the  traces  of  horned 
cattle,  w  hich  wde  originally  tame,  but  having 
long  fince  become  wild,  roam  in  large  herds 
all  over  the  plains.  The  flour  of  the  Indian 
corn,  made  according  to  the  country  fafhion 
into  a  kind  of  gruel,  as  well  as  the  entire 
grain  roafted  or  boiled,  I  had  always  found 
a  very  dry  and  infipid  diet ;  but  now  a 
morfel  of  flefh  taken  from  one  of  thefe  animals, 
afforded  me  a  moft  delicious  and  fucculent 
repaft, 

Hunting  the  wild  bull,  common  to  thia 
Qountry,  begins  with  a  fort  of  feftivity,  and 
ends  in  an  entertainment,  in  which  one  of 
their  carcafes  fupplies  the  only  ingredi- 
ent. As  foon  as  a  herd  of  cattle  was  feer^ 
on  the  plain,  the  moft  fleet  and  active  of  our 
cavalry  prepared  to  attack  them,  and,  de- 
fcending  in  the  form  of  a  crefcent,  hunte4 
them  in  all  directions.  By-and-by,  becom- 
ing jaded  with  fatigue,    they  were  ready  to 

fink 
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fink  down  under  the  whip,  but  the  hunters 
ftiil  urging  them  to  flight  by  their  loud  cries, 
drove  them  at  lail:,  mingled  with  the  horfes, 
from  the  field.     Such  as  were  unable  to  ef- 
cape  were  flaughtered  on  the  fpot  ;    when 
their  purfuers,   having  fupplied  themfelves 
with  as  much  of  their  fle{h  as  was  deemed 
fufficient,  abandoned  the  reft  to  the  wolves. 
But  though  I  preferred  animal  food  to  In- 
(Jian  corn,  I  derived  little  more  benefit  from 
the  one  than  from  the  other ;    for  my  fto- 
jnach   having  been   weakened  and  fatigued 
by  my  new  mode  of  living,  was  not  in  con- 
dition  to  digeft  either.     I  had  been  accuf^ 
tomed  to  eat  them  feparately,  referving  the 
Indian   corn    for  my    fubfiftence    when   it 
might  not  be  in  my  power  to  have  any  other 
food  ;  perhaps,  however,    I  might  have  done 
better,  had  I  taken  them  together  ;  but  I  had 
already  fufFered  fo  cruelly  from  hunger,  that 
my  concern  for  futurity  often  prevented  me 
from  yielding  to  the  demands  of  prefent  ap- 
petite.    I  experienced  the  truth  of  what  is 
iifually  faid  of  hunters  who  live  entirely  on 
animal  food,   but  which  I   ufed  to  find  it 
«}ifiicult   to    believe,    namely,    th^t   belides 

their 
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their  deriving  little  noiirifliment  from  thd 
leaner  part,  it  foon  becomes  ofFenfive  to 
the  tafte,  whereas  the  fat  is  both  more  nu- 
tritive, and  continues  to  be  agreeable  to  the 
palate. 

We  crofTed  Red  River  or  Colorado,  which 
in  breadth  and  current  is  much  more  confi- 
derable  than  either  of  the  other  two  of  the 
fame  name.  We  were  now  in  a  country  ex- 
cellently fupplied  with  beef  and  venifon, 
which  were  therefore  the  chief  articles- bf 
our  fubliftence.  This  country,  perhaps  one 
of  the  moll:  beautiful  in  the  world,  confifts 
ofextenlive  plains  interfered  with  rivers  and 
rivulets,  on  whofe  banks  grow  tufts  of  wood, 
containing  various  aromatic  plants,  little 
known  in  Europe.  We  arrived  at  a  deep 
brook,  very  properly  named  ^ttto  C ale  ones, 
and  in  French,  ^hte  tes  Culottes,  which 
we  paffed  on  rafts.  But  whilft  we  were 
engaged  in  this  operation  there  appeared  a 
fmall  party  of  Indians.  It  was  now  darkj 
and  our  company  being  feparated  by  th$ 
muddy  bed  of  the  rivulet,  were  prevented 
from  uniting  for  the  common  defence.  The 
favages  proceeded  diredtly  towards  our  horfes, 

which 
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\vhlch  were  feeding  in  the  meadow,  confi- 
dent that  in  our  prefent  circumflances  they 
fhould  have  it  in  their  power  to  drive  them 
quietly  off  the  field.  They  had  been  ob- 
ferved,  however,  by  a  party  of  our  men,  who, 
aware  of  their  intention,  ran  inftantly  to  op- 
pofe  them  ;  and  here  our  vigilance,  combi- 
ned with  their  want  of  numbers,  difappointed 
them  of  their  booty. 

We  arrived  at  the  river  Guadaloupe,   the 
laft  of  any  confequence  on  the  road  to  San 
Antonio  ;  and  here  the  fame  tedious  and  irk- 
fome  method   of  pafling  on  rafts   was   re- 
peated. In  four  days  more  we  came  to  plan- 
tations of  Indian  corn,   from  the  appearance 
of  which  I  could  eafily  perceive  that  the  in- 
habitants of  this  fettlement  are  not  fo  mife- 
rably  idle  as  thofe  at  Adaes.     The  crops  are 
large  and   beautiful,    and  interfperfed  with 
meadow   ground,     upon   which   are    reared 
herds  and  flocks  of  almofh  every  denomina- 
tion.    We  began  to  obferve  the  Barbary  fig- 
tree  and  a   fpecies  of  wild   m.yrtle  ;    and  I 
was  fhewn  a  root  refembling  the  turnip,  a 
thin  (lice  of  which  acts  as  phyiic,  but  I  was 
told  its  operation  is  counteraded  by  taking  a 

fmail 
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imall  quantity  of  ground  Indian  corn.  Our 
animals,  as  well  as  ourfelves,  were  now 
greatly  fatigued,  and  therefore  it  was  thought 
expedient  to  make  a  fhort  reft.  I  bought  a 
third  mule,  and  we  found  ourfelves  under 
the  neceffity  of  appointing  a  guard  to  both 
mules  and  horfes. 

The  reader  is  poffibly  furprifed  to  find  us 
attended  by  fo  numerous  a  train  of  animals  ; 
but  if  he  confiders  the  difficulties  of  our 
march,  the  wild  and  rugged  furface  of  the 
country,  and  the  occafion  we  had  for  a 
frefh  fupply  of  horfes  every  day,  he  will 
ealily  perceive  the  propriety  of  our  conduct. 
In  ihort,  on  the  laft  day  of  November,  we 
arrived  in  fafety  at  the  fettlement  of  San 
Antonio. 

At  this  poft,  the  lecond  in  the  fame  direc- 
tion belonging  to  the  Spaniards,  I  met  with 
the  new  governor  of  the  province,  whom 
I  had  juft  Ceen  at  Adaes.  1  found  he  had 
taken  a  northern  road,  the  rivers  of  which, 
though  practicable  on  horfeback,  are  yet 
never  to  be  attempted  with  the  incumbrance 
of  loaded  mules.  In  the  countries  border- 
ing on  thofe  rivers  refide  the  favage  tribes 

narned 
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named  Tegas  and  Apaches,  the  laft  of  which 
entertain  an  implacable  enmity  to  the  Spa- 
niards. The  Apaches,  after  driving  them 
from  a  fettlement  in  thofe  parts,  called  San 
Xavier,  were  repelled  in  their  turn,  and 
obliged  to  feek  habitations  in  more  northern 
legions.  Although  the  population  of  Hwage 
nations  is  not  expedled  to  be  very  coniidera- 
ble,  yet,  from  the  province  of  Louifiana  to 
San  Pedro,  we  pafled  their  villages  at  inter- 
vals of  twenty-five  and  thirty  leagues,  and 
fometimes  at  a  ihorter  diftance.  But  the 
vaft  country  fituated  on  this  fide  of  the  San 
Pedro  villages,  and  which  ftretches  all  the 
way  to  Rio  Grande,  is  totally  deftitute  of  in- 
habitants. It  is  true,  thofe  regions  are  ftill 
frequented  by  favages;  but  they  have  no 
other  obje£l  in  view  than  to  make  war  upon 
the  Spaniards,  to  drive  off  their  cattle,  to 
hunt  the  buffalo,  and  to  gather  plaquemines 
and  chefnutSj  with  which  they  retire  to 
their  villages  in  the  north.  Owing  to  their 
very  frequent  incurfions,  however,  they 
have  been  improperly  reprefented  as  wander- 


ing tribes. 


Whilfl 
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Whilfl  I  remained  at  this  fettlement,  the 
favages  through  whofe  boundaries  we  had 
pafled  at  San  Pedro,  incenfed  againft  the  go- 
vernor on  account  of  his  prohibition  of  their 
trade  with  the  French  of  Naquadoch,  made 
an  irruption  into  the  country,  and  carried 
off  four  hundred  horfes  from  San  Antonio* 
The  alarm  being  given,  the  garrifon  beat  to 
arms,  and,  mounting  their  horfes,  made  a 
purfult  of  a  hundred  leagues,  without  being 
able  to  come  up  with  the  enemy.  The  Spa- 
niards were  on  their  return  home,  and  had 
reached  the  river  Guadaloupe,  when  another 
party  of  the  fame  nation  ruflied  from  the 
woods,  and  kept  up  a  fmart  fire  upon  them. 
The  garrifon,  after  making  a  vigorous  re- 
fiftance  for  the  fpace  of  three  hours,  at  lafl: 
yielded  to  fuperior  numbers,  and  loft  on  this 
occafion,  befides  other  propeity,  a  hundred 
and  fifty  horfes.  A  few  days  after  the 
garrifon  was  infulted  again  by  a  detachment 
of  the  fame  tribe  ;  and  the  governor  began  to 
fee  ^  the  neceffity  of  putting  the  fort  in  a 
better  flate  of  defence.  I  offered  my  fer- 
vices  to  the  garrifon,  and  we  prepared  to 
maintain  our  pofl  with  courage  and  refolu- 
I  tion ; 
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tion  ;    but  the  whole  affair  ended  at  laft  in  a 
pitiful  ikirmifli. 

The  manner  of  fighting  pra^lifed  by  the 
favages  gave  me  no  mean  idea  of  their  mi- 
litary talents.  I  remarked,  that  when  they 
£rft  meant  to  attack  us  at  Quitto  Calcones, 
they  a^led  on  the  prefumption  tha:  our  force 
being  divided  by  a  difficult  rivulet,  might 
probably  yield  them  an  uncontefted  vidory ; 
and  indeed  I  have  no  doubt,  that  had  they 
been  either  a  little  more  alert  in  their  move- 
ments, or  powerful  in  numbers,  they  mufl 
have  fucceeded  in  their  defign.  Their 
aftion  with  the  Spaniards,  as  I  was  told,  at 
the  paflage  of  Guadaloupe,  happened  in 
fimilar  circumftances,  and  was  condudled 
on  their  part  with  the  fame  policy.  It  is 
ufual,  it  feems,  with  the  Spaniards  on  a 
TTiarch  to  crofs  rivers  in  two  diviiions,  one 
efcorting  the  governor,  and  the  other  cover- 
ing  the  rear.  Now  the  moment  the  gover- 
nor and  his  detachment  entered  the  river,  the 
enemy,  who  lay  in  ambufli  near  the  path, 
rofe  and  attacked.  The  inflant  they  dif. 
charged  their  pieces,  they  retreated  into  the 

plain. 
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plaln^  and  were  covered  by  their  cavalry*^ 
who,  upon  a  fignal,  fprung  frooi  their 
thickets,  and  advanced  at  full  fpeed  to  fall 
upon  the  Spaniards.  In  this  manner  the  en* 
gagennent  was  naaintained  for  fome  time, 
the  foot  marching  up  to  a  certain  diftance, 
in  order  to  fire  upon  the  enemy,  while  the 
cavalry  in  their  turn,  proceeding  to  the 
charge,  covered  the  infantry  in  their  retreat^ 
and  gave  them  time  to  re-load.  The  infe- 
riority in  numbers  of  the  Spaniards,  and  their 
too  great  eagernefs  to  give  afiiftance  to  their 
friends,  inducing  them  to  weaken  the 
rear,  the  favages  profited  of  their  confufion, 
and  throvvinsr  themfelves  between  the  main 
body  and  the  baggage,  they  remained 
mail:ers  of  the  field,  and  a  great  number  of 
horfes. 

The  precaution  employed  by  the  fa* 
vages  to  prevent  their  being  taken  in  flight, 
feems  in  a  particular  manner  to  merit  no* 
tice.  In  contemplation  of  flight  they  ftrip 
themfelves  naked,  and  anointing  their  bo- 
dies with  oil,  frequently  elude  the  hands 
of  their  purfuers ;  a  pradice  exactly  fimi- 
2  lar 
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kr  to  that  which  was  in  ufe  amonsi:  the 
wrcftlers  of  antiquity.  Upon  the  whole, 
however,  I  do  not  confider  favao;e  nations 
as  fteady  or  greatly  to  be  depended  upoa 
in  the  pradice  of  war.  Like  all  other  raw 
militia,  the  vivacity  of  their  firft  attack 
fooH  evaporates,  and  they  muH:  in  general 
give  way  to  the  more  obftinate  and  perfeve- 
ring  bravery  of  European  regulars.  But  after 
all,  I  was  far  from  being  diflatisfied  that 
they  declined  the  iiege  of  Fort  San  Antonio, 
being  convinced  in  my  own  mind  that  we 
were  not  in  a  condition  to  hold  out  againft  a 
firft  vigorous  affault. 


Vol.  I.  H  CHAR 
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CHAP.      XII. 

^efcnption  of  Fort  San  Antonio — the  Situa- 
tion of  New  Mexico  has  been  mijlaken  by 
Geographers — the  Spanifj  Settlements  in 
North  America  not  fo  formidable  as  they 
have  been  fuppofed — Keennefs  and  Sagacity 
cf  the  Indians — their  Mode  of  catching 
Hjolld  Animals — their  Hofpitality  and  good 
Faith — Cruelties  pra^ifed  on  them  by  the 
Spaniards., 

T?  O  R  T  San  Antonio  ftands  in  a  plain 
of  an  oblong  form,  one  fide  of  which 
fronts  an  angle  of  a  fmall  river  in  its  vici- 
nity. The  different  avenues  leading  to  the 
fettlemcnt  are  defended  by  large  pallifadoes, 
while  the  houfes  built  upon  its  circumfe- 
rence ferve  the  purpofe  of  walls :  but  being  . 
of  very  confiderable  extent,  and  many  of 
the  houfes  being  in  ruins,  it  is  but  weakly 
fortified,  and  has  much  occafion  for  a  ftronger 
garrifon.  It  is  befides  much  incumbered 
from  without  by  fome  miferable  villages^ 
which  give  encouragement  to  the  incurlions 

of 
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of  the  enemy.  The  i^pp.CQ,  too,  inclofed  by  the 
angle  of  the  river  is  crowded  by  a  inuhitiide 
of  huts,  which  are  occupied  by  a  number 
of  emigrants  from  the  Canary  Ifles.  la 
other  refpefts  the  fettlement  is  pleafantly  fitu- 
ated,  on  a  fmall  peninfula  floping  gently  to-' 
wards  the  river  ;  and  commands  an  agreeia- 
ble  profpe6l  over  the  oppofite  gi'ounds.  The 
objed:  of  greatefl  furprize  in  this  part  of  the 
world  is  the  immenfe  fwarms  of  cranes 
which  frequent  the  banks  of  the  rivers.  The 
tjoufes  of  the  fettlement  may  perhaps  amount 
to  two  hundred,  two  thirds  of  which  are 
built  of  ftone.  Upon  the  roof  is  a  kind  of 
fearthert  terrace,  which,  on  account  of  the 
little  rain  which  falls,  and  the  temperate  na- 
ture of  the  climate,  is  found  abundantly  laft- 
ing  ;  and  indeed,  fince  my  leaving  New  Or- 
leans, I  did  not  experience  twenty  days  in 
all  of  rainy  weather.  I  am  told,  however, 
that  the  climates  of  Red  River,  Nachitoches, 
and  AdaeSj  are  wet,  cold,  and  unwhole- 
fome  ;*    but  the  rains  of  Nachitoches  and 

*  This  is  probably  owing  to  the  high  woods  and  tiiarfliy 
grounds  in  the  vicinity  of  thofe  places, 

Hz  Adris 
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Adaes  never  extend  fo  far  as  this  fettlement, 
which  flands  in  the  middle  of  a  plain,  and 
is  only  furrounded  by  thick  woods  of  the 
mefquitte.  If  we  except  a  few  clumps  of 
large  trees  on  the  banks  of  Guadaloupe,  the 
noble  forefts  of  mafly  timber  on  this  route 
totally  difappear  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Red  River  or  Colorado. 

This  military  flation  is  the  mofl  impor- 
tant of  four,  comprehended  within  the 
bounds  of  this  province  :  to  wit,  Adaes,  at 
feven  leagues  diflance  from  Nachitoches ; 
Acoquiflas,  a  hundred  leagues  fouth-weft 
from  Adaes  ;  Labadie  de  Spiritu  Sanclo,  two 
hundred  to  the  weft-fouth-weft ;  and  Fort  San 
Antonio,  two  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  weft 
and  weft- fouth-weft  from  the  fame  point  of 
Adaes.  Weft  and  a  quarter  north-weft 
from  San  Antonio,  there  is  alfo  the  fta- 
tion  of  San  Saba.  On  the  banks  of  that 
river,  and  at  thediftance  of  a  hundred  leagues 
from  San  Antonio,  ftands  the  poft  of  Rio 
Grande  ;  and  nearly  in  the  fame  diredion, 
at  the  diftance  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
leagues  from  the  fame  point,  are  Pajfe  de 
Norland  Santa  Fe,  in  the  province  of  New 
I  Mexico. 
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Mexico.     It  appears  from  this  detail,    that 
geographers  lay  down  New  Mexico  on  the 
map  much  farther  towards  the  north  than  it 
adtually  is  ;    and  though  the  circuitous  path 
neceflarily  defcribed  by  travellers  in  traver- 
fing  uninhabited  countries  mult  frequently 
deceive  them  as  to  diftance,    yet  I  am  con- 
vinced that  the  moft  northerly  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  fettlements  in  thofe  regions  lies  between 
the  33d  and  34th  degree  of  latitude.     The 
province  of  Cuvilla  is  at  leaft  fifty  leagues 
more  to  the  fouth  than  it  is  reprefented  on 
the  map;  whilft  that  of  Sonora,  which  bor- 
ders on  California,  lies  fouth-weft  of  Cuvilla. 
It  is  true,    the  Spaniards  had  formerly  pof- 
^feffions  farther  northward  ;  but  the  turbulent 
temper  and  frequent  inroads  of  the  favages 
compelled  them  at  length  to  give  them  up  ; 
and  it  was  not  without  great  difficulty  they 
were  able  to  maintain   their   ground  *at  San 
Saba,   Santa  Fe,  and  Pajfe  de  \ord;   info- 
much,   that  the  firfl  of  thefe  ilations  was 
once  ordered  by  the  Spaniards  to  be  evacu- 
ated and  demolifhed.  The  roads  leading  from 
Nueva  Sonora  to  the  mines  of  Serro  Prieito, 
being  rendered  almoft  impaflable  by  the  na- 
H3  tives, 
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tives,  I  faw  a  very  coniiderable  force  called  out 
ill  order  to  clear  them  of  the  moleftation  of  the 
northern  tribes.  But  how  are  we  to  reconcile 
thefe  fads  with  the  number  of  Spanifh  pods 
we  find  on  the  map  to  the  northward  of  the 
fettlements  above  mentioned  ?  The  fa£l 
feems  to  be,  according  to  the  beft  informa- 
tion I  have  been  able  to  obtain  from  fenfible 
Indians,  who  have  travelled  over  the  nor- 
thern extremities  of  this  kingdom,  that  they, 
only  exift  in  the  imagination  of  certain  geo- 
graphers.* In  this  opinion  I  do  not  com- 
mit my  credit  with  the  public  on  rny  own 
conjeclures,  but  on  the  information  of  men 
employed  to  carry  the  different  articles  of 
cloathing  to  the  Spaniards  in  their  moft  nor-? 
thern  fettlements ;  as  well  as  on  the  vera- 
city of  feveral  engineers  in  the  fuite  of  the 
governor,  who  came  from  New  Sonora, 
and  who  had  been  inflru^ed  to  take  plans  of 
all  the  pofls  fituated  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  northern  favages. 

*  Perhaps  this  proceeds  from  the  policy  of  Spain  tq 
make  her  dominions  appear  more  populous  in  this  part  of 
the  world  than  they  really  arc,  and  confequcntly  in  the 
eyes  of  ftrangers  more  powerful. 

In 
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In  the  fettiement  of  San  Antonio  we  find 
a  Spanifh  colony  from  the  Canary  Ifles  ; 
whilft  all  their  other  Nations  confift  merely 
of  foldiers,  and  a  few  Indians  who  have  been 
feduced  from  the  innocence  of  favage  life. 
Their  principal  employment  is  to  rear  horfes, 
mules,  cows,  and  fheep.  Their  cattle,  com- 
monly allowed  to  roam  at  large  in  the  woods, 
are  once  in  two  months  driven  into  fields 
adjoining  to  the  houfes  of  their  owners, 
where  every  means  is  ufed  to  render  them 
tame  and  tradable.  After  having  been  fub- 
je£ted  to  hunger  and  confinement,  they  re- 
ceive their  liberty,  and  are  fucceeded  by 
others,  which  experience  in  their  turn  a 
fimilar  courfe  of  difciphne.  Such  of  the  in- 
habitants as  are  at  pains  to  prevent  their 
herds  from  running  entirely  wild,  poflefs 
five  or  fix  thoufand  head  of  cattle. 

The  inhabitants  of  San  Antonio  are  ex- 
cellent horfemen,  and  particularly  fond  of 
hunting  or  lacing  their  wild  animals.  Hav- 
ing entered  the  field,  and  ftarted  an  ani- 
mal they  mean  to  take  alive,  they  give  him 
chace  at  full  fpeed  from  wood  to  valley,  till 
his  fatigue  enables  the  hunter  to  come 
H  4  withiii 
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within  a  certain  diflance  of  him.  Here  the 
rider,  holding  the  running  noofe  of  a  ftrong 
h(h  or  thong  coiled  round  his  arm  in  his 
right  hand,  throws  it  with  fuch  dexterity, 
that  he  feldom  fails  to  catch  the  game  round 
the  neck  or  horns ;  and  in  the  fame  inflant, 
by  pulling  up  his  horfe,  or  turning  him 
abruptly  from  the  line  of  his  career,  he 
checks  his  prey,  and  obliges  him  to  ftop. 
A  cuftom  very  fimilar  to  this  is  defcribed 
in  Anfon's  Voyages,  and  reprefented  by 
the  author  as  peculiar  to  the  coaft  of  Pa- 
tagonia. 

They  have  likewife  the  ufe  of  tame  ani- 
mals, which,  befides  yielding  milk,  fupply 
them  with  fat  and  dried  flefli  for  their  ex- 
tenfive  peregrinations.  Their  horfes  and 
mules  are  no  fooner  a  little  broken  in,  than 
they  are  offered  to  fale  ;  but  here  the  mar- 
ket-price is  fo  extremely  low,  which,  in- 
deed, may  be  imagined,  that  I  have  feen  a 
good  horie  fold  for  a  pair  of  flioes.  Having 
but  one  or  two  keepers  for  all  the  cattle  of 
the  fettlement,  even  their  domeftic  animals 
run  day  and  night  in  the  woods. 

The 
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The  keen  eye  which  the  habit  of  clofe 
and  minute  attention  has  beftowed  on  thole 
people  is  truly  iurprifing.  Difcovering  in 
the  morning  that  one  of  their  cattle  has  dif« 
appeared  in  the  courfe  of  the  night,  they 
examine  the  inclined  pofition  of  the  grafs 
over  which  he  muft  have  paffed,  when  they 
are  able  to  diftinguifh  by  the  prints  of  his 
feet  whether  he  is  a  horfe  or  mule,  and 
"whether  he  quitted  his  pafture  grazing  or 
in  flight :  nor  do  they  defpair  of  finding  him 
before  they  have  gone  fifteen  perhaps  twenty 
leagues  from  home.  In  their  wars  with  the 
favages  this  extreme  nicety  of  fight  is  ftill 
of  greater  confequence ;  but  as  each  party 
is  on  its  guard  againfl:  the  difcernment  of 
the  other,  and  both  have  the  fame  motives 
to  conceal  the  direction  of  their  flight,  it  is 
ufual  to  fet  fire  to  the  fward  as  they  retreat, 
leavino;  three  or  four  leag-ues  of  black  delert 
behind  them. 

They  are  often  in  danger  of  lofing  them- 
felves  in  the  meadows,  but  in  order  to  pre- 
vent this  inconvenience,  they  are  accuftomed 
to  mark  particular  trees,  and  the  pofition  of 
the  adjacent  woods,   which  ferve  to  afiift 

their 
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their  recoIIe£lion,  and  anfwer  the  purpoie  of 
condudliiig-pofts  in  civiHzed  countries.  In 
their  excurfions  through  the  woods  they  dif* 
cover  the  quarter  of  the  north  bv  oblervin<y 
the  fide  of  the  tree  which,  being  hidden 
from  the  folar  rays,  acquires  a  coat  of  greenifh 
mofs,  whilft  that  expofed  to  the  fouth  retains 
a  clean  ikln  of  a  whitifh  colour. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  this  fettlement, 
and  fituated  on  the  river,  at  the  diltance  of 
two  or  three  leagues  from  one  another,  are 
four  miffions,  confifting  of  a  couple  of 
Francifcans  each.  In  the  houfes  of  thofe 
mifiionaries,  favages  who  have  been  taken  in 
war,  and  on  whom  the  reverend  fathers  have 
conferred  marriage  and  baptifm,  receive  their 
maintenance  and  education.  In  this  manner 
each  houfe  entertains  {even  or  eight  men, 
with  their  wives  and  children,  who  are  em- 
ployed, under  the  direction  of  thefe  monks, 
in  certain  articles  of  induflry,  the  profits  of 
which  are  applied  to  the  emolument  of  the 
mlffion.  The  rules  of  thefe  miffions,  re- 
fpedling  temporal  affairs,  are  nearly  the  fame 
with  thofe  obferved  by  the  Jefuits  in  their 
tcttlements  of  Paraguay  ;  but  they  are  ap- 
z  plied 
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plied  by  the  difciples  of  St.  Ignatius  in  a 
manner  much  more  liberal  and  conciliating 
to  the  minds  of  their  favage  profeljtes, 
than  they  are  here  by  the  followers  of  St. 
Francis. 

The  favages  of  Tegas  are  the  lad  who 
have  taken  to  the  ufe  of  the  firelock,  and 
who  maintain  any  intercourfe  with  the 
French,  Thole  of  Apaches,  living  about 
fifty  leagues  northward  from  San  Antonio, 
as  well  as  all  the  maritime  tribes  betweea 
the  ftations  of  Acoquiffas  and  Labadie  dc 
Splritu  Sando,  ftiJl  ufe  the  bow  and  arrow. 
Certain  Europeans  have  reprefented  the  lat- 
ter, named  Cottmaches^  as  a  race  of  canni- 
bals ;  but  according  to  the  Spaniards,  who 
are  probably  better  acquainted  with  their 
manners,  they  are  merely  a  cruel,  daftardly 
race  of  favages,  who  only  efcape  the  yoke  of 
flavery,  by  taking  refuge  among  the  rocks, 
bays,  and  faftnefles  of  the  fea-coaft. 

The  Spaniards  make  war  upon  thefe  mi- 
ferable  tribes,  who  ftill  retain  the  bow  and 
arrow,  almoft  Vv^ith  impunity.  In  cafe  of  an 
engagement,  the  Spaniards,  covering  their 
heads  with  a  fhield,  and  their  bodies  with  a 


great 
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great  coat,  confifting  of  three  or  four  folds 
of  deer-lkin,  quilted  with  cotton,  are  in 
condition  to  fet  the  darts  of  the  enemy  at 
defiance.  If  the  favages  happen  to  be  few 
in  number,  and  the  Spanifh  cavalry  think 
themfelves  certain  of  an  eafy  victory,  re- 
ferving  their  lire  for  fuuations  of  greater 
neceffity,  they  ule  the  thong,  and  lace  them 
like  wild  horfes.  As  foon  as  a  favage  has 
been  caught  in  the  noofe,  he  is  bound  hand 
and  foot,  and  carried  to  the  refidence  of  a 
miilionary,  who  makes  it  his  bufinefs,  by 
threats,  perfualion,  fevere  fafting,  gentle- 
nefs,  and  laft  of  all  by  marriage,  to  tame 
and  civilize  the  manners  of  his  pfifoner,who, 
after  being  inftrucled  in  the  exifience  of  a 
Supreme  Being,  Providence,  and  the  more 
peculiar  doctrines  of  Chriftianity,  is  admitted 
to  the  rites  of  baptifm. 

The  violent  prejudices  of  the  Spaniards 
having  not  only  reftrained  them  from  all  in- 
tercourfe  with  the  more  warlike  tribes,  but 
engaged  them  in  a  fyftem  of  policy  moft 
vexatious  to  thefe  nations,  their  patience  was 
at  laft  exhaufted,  and  they  abandoned  a  vaft 
traft  of  uninhabited  country  to  the  north  of 

New 
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New  Spain.  Whether  this  immenfe  terri- 
tory could  have  been  obtained  by  open  and 
avowed  war  is  doubtful  ;  at  leaft  it  mufl 
have  been  purchafed  by  the  Spaniards  at  a 
very  great  expence  both  of  blood  and  trea- 
fure. 

At  San  Antonio  I  lived  in  the  family  of 
an  excellent  Indian,  for  whom,  by  reafon  of 
his  faithful,  difinterefled,  and  patient  fervices, 
in  the  courfe  of  my  travels  from  Adaes,  I 
contra(Sl;ed  a  moft  (incere  friendfhip.  Having 
now  made  a  coniiderable  acquaintance  among 
the  natives,  I  had  the  fatisfatlion  to  find, 
that  my  plain  and  limple  manners  were  uni- 
verfally  popular.  The  good  people,  I  could 
obferve,  were  in  hopes  that  I  might  be  dif- 
pofed  to  fettle  in  this  country,  for  my  in- 
clinations were  often  founded  on  this  fub- 
jedl.  The  quantity  of  my  baggage,  which, 
though  far  from  being  very  confiderable, 
would  have  been  a  kind  of  fortune  to  a  man 
of  their  condition,  probably  fuggefted  the 
notion  that  I  was  extremely  rich.  But  I 
am  convinced,  that  my  decent  and  tempe- 
rate behaviour  recommended  me  above  every 
other  confideration  to  their  efteem,  and  might 

have 
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have  inclined  them  to  approve  of  mj  falling 
in  love  with  one  of  their  daughters  ;  and  t 
will  add,  In  juft  pralfe  of  Indian  beauty,  that 
the  perfonS  and  difpofitions  of  Individuals 
among  them  gav^e  them  every  right  toexpet^t 
it.  i^nd,  as  we  all  ate  and  flept  in  the  fame 
apartment,  no  man  could  have  fairer  oppor- 
tunities than  myfelf  of  attending  to  the  per- 
fons  of  the  females,  and  of  obtaining  the  af- 
fedions  and  confent  of  a  miflrefs.  But, 
however  much  ImprefTed  with  the  excellence 
of  thofe  pure  and  gentle  manners  which  are 
the  refult  of  freedom,  a  decent  mediocrity 
of  fortune,  and  the  advantages  of  a  pious 
education  ;  and  however  fenfible  I  might  be 
TO  the  charms  of  their  women,  the  amiable 
qualities  of  their  mhids,  and  the  beauty  and 
fertility  of  the  furrounding  country,  the 
ftrong  partialities  I  ftill  retained  for  my  na- 
tive foil,  were  not  to  be  fubdued. 

With  an  eye  to  my  approaching  journey 
I  purchafed  a  horfe,  three  mules,  and  a  con- 
fiderable  flock  of  provifions  ;  for  I  trembled 
at  the  thoughts  of  being  again  expofed  to 
the  calamity  of  hunger,  the  anguiih  of  which 
I  will  candidly  own  1  had  lately  experienced 

ill 
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ill  (6  exceffive  a  degree,  as  to  abforb  every 
other  idea  and  fentiment  in  my  mind,  and 
indeed  Co  as  almoft  to  efface  the  firfl  and 
(Irongeft  principles  of  my  early  education. 

At  San  Antonio,  as  at  Adaes,  money  hav- 
ing little  circulation,  I  chofe  to  employ  a 
part  of  my  linen,  which  bears  a  higher  and 
iTiore  convenient  value  with  the  Indians,  in 
the  payment  of  my  debts  ;  befides,  I  wifhed 
to  be  fparing  of  what  money  was  in  my  pof- 
feffion,  knowing  that  the  period  was  at  no 
'great  diftance  when  that  article  would  re- 
fume   its    ufual   confequence.     My    iinen, 
however,   had  been  confiderably  diminiflied 
by  the  theft  of  a  Creole  native  of  Sartille, 
who  ftole  from  me  a  dozen  of  fhirts,  and 
fome  other  neceflaries ;  but  at  the  fame  time 
I  acknowledge,  that  I  received  from  an  in- 
habitant of  San  Antonio  a  bill  of  exchans:© 
.  upon  Mexico,  of  twenty  piaftres,  as  a  com- 
penfation  for  his  friend's  difhonefty.    I  have 
mentioned  tlxe  place  of  this  Creole's  nativity, 
becaufe  in  the  little  misfortunes  of  my  life  I 
bave  always  obferved,  that  the  malice  of  man 
is  in  dire^l:  proportion  to  his  birth,  educa- 
tion, and  confequence  in  the  world  :  inno- 
cent and  ingenuous  manners  diminifhingpro- 

greffively 
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greffively  from  the  native  of  the  woods,  to 
the  villager,  Indian,  Creole,  and  Spaniard  ; 
the  laft  of  whom  is  the  leaft  friendly  and  fo- 
ciable  of  the  whole.  From  the  favage,  or 
half-favage  Indian,  I  never  received  an  in- 
jury or  inJLtflice  of  any  kind  ;  and  therefore, 
in  my  peregrinations  through  their  hamlets, 
1  always  chofe  to  live  with  the  Indian  in  pre- 
ference to  the  Spaniard  ;  a  preference  which, 
while  it  adminiftered  to  my  fatisfa£lion,  by 
means  of  the  intercourfe  I  enjoyed  with  men 
unperverted  by  art  and  refinement,  was  like- 
wife  more  agreeable  to  all  my  views  as  a  tra- 
veller. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.       XIII. 


Departure  from  San  Antonio — the  Caravan 
is  in  Danger  of  being  plundered  by  the  In^ 
dians — -Face  of  the  Country  the  Author  pajfes 
through — its  Natural  Hijlory — a  Comet  is 
obfervcd — Arrival  at  Sartille, 

TTAVING  made  the  neceffary  preparations 
-*-  -*■  for  our  departure,  we  began  our  jour- 
ney on  the    1 7th  of  December  ;   but  had 
fcarcely  proceeded  to  the  diftance  of  five 
leagues,   when  we  were  advifed  by  a  monk 
to  be  on  our  guard  againft  a  party  of  warlike 
favages  who  infefled  the  roads,  and  from 
whom  he  himfelf  had  jufl:  made  a  very  nar- 
row efcape.     Our  convoy  having  quitted  us 
at  San  Antonio,   we  found,  that  in  cafe  we 
Ihould  have   the  misfortune  to  be  attacked, 
we  were  entirely  without  the  means  of  de- 
fence, and  therefore  it  was  deemed  moft  pru- 
dent to  pafs  fome  time  at  the  houfe  of  this 
miffionary.     We  fent  out  fcouts  to  recon- 
noitre the  woods,  who  returned  to  us  next 
day  ;   when,  learning  that  the  favages  had 
Vol.  I.  I  dif- 
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diflippeared  iiT  thofe  parts,  we  refumed  ouf 
march,  carefully  avoiding,  however,  the 
beaten  paths,  left  we  fhould  fall  in  with  them 
by  furprize.  We  traverfed  large  trails  of  a 
fhort  fpecies  of  the  mefquitte,  the  only  re- 
femblance  of  woods  we  had  met  with  fince 
we  pafled  San  Antonio.  Thefe  were  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  number  of  little  hills  abounding 
in  fprings,  by  which  the  fubjacent  grounds 
were  rendered  almoft  impaffable.  Following 
the  direction  oT  their  ftreams,  we  were  con- 
ducted to  a  river,  fmall,  it  is  true,  but,  on 
account  of  rocks,  cavities  in  its  channel,  and 
rapidity  of  current,  extremely  difficult  of  paf- 
fa2:e.    Hence  an  extenfive  fcene  of  meadows 

o 

and  rivulets,  ikirted  with  the  mefquitte, 
flretches  to  Rio  Trio,  a  river  which  we 
paffed  without  any  inconvenience. 

We  met  with  feveral  lakes  abounding  in 
fifh  and  wild  fowl,  and  arrived  at  Rio  de  les 
Nukes,  which  we  found  almoft  deftitute  of 
water,  but  whofe  channel,  containing  a  deep 
mud,  was  extremely  embarrafling  to  our 
march.  By  means,  however,  of  different 
ftrata  of  earth  and  faggots,  after  much  trouble 
and  fatigue,  we  accomplifhed  our  pafiage. 
I  Here 
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Here  a  large  extent  of  beautiful  meadow  in- 
troduced us  to  an  open  champaign  country ; 
and,  after  a  journey  of  ten  days,  we  came 
to  Rheda,  which  is  a  fmall  village  conlifting 
of  about  a  dozen  houfes.  Rheda  is  fourfcore 
Ifeagues  diftant  from  San  Antonio,  and  ftands 
upon  a  river  called  Rio  Grande,  or,  as  it 
flands  upon  the  maps,  Rio  Bravo.  Next  to 
the  Miffiliippi  this  is  the  mofl:  confiderable 
river  in  thofe  regions,  and  indeed  bears  fome 
refemblance  to  it  both  in  lize  and  ftrength  of 
current. 

From  Rio  Grande,  which  we  eroded  in 
a  ferry  boat,  the  country  becomes  much 
more  populous.     We  began  to  obferve  the 
tops  of  high  mountains,  which,  as  I  had  not 
met  with  one  conliderable  hill  fmce  the  com- 
mencement of  my  travels,    had  fomewhat 
the  air  of  novelty.     The  country  in  fome 
places  was  well  cultivated,  and  prefented  to 
the  view  of  the  traveller  extenfive  fields  of 
Indian  corn.    The  atmofphere  fwarmed  with 
numberlefs  cranes ;  and  our  journey  lying 
acrofs  a  beautiful  as  well  as  plentiful  country, 
compared  with  the  former  part  of  it,  became 
extremely  pleafant.     We  palled  the  rapid 
I  2  cur* 
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currents  of  Salt  River,  which,  a  little  higher, 
takes  the  name  of  Sahlnas.     Here  our  com- 
pany was  attacked  by  a  violent  flux,  owing 
to  the  mineral  waters  of  the  country,  which 
are  fo  powerful  in  their  operation,  that  even 
our  animals  were  tormented  with  the  fame 
diforder.      We    pafled   feveral  hot  fprings, 
which  are  remarkably  fait  and  bitter  to  the 
tafte,  and  yet  fuch  was  the  water  we  were 
obliged  to  ufe  over  the  whole  of  this  dry  and 
inhofpitabie     diftrid:.      The    low    grounds 
abound  in  woods  of  the  mefquitte,  or  prickly 
currant,  under  which  is  a  neat  clean  foil ; 
whilfl  the  heights  are  covered  with  thorny 
fhrubs  of  a  puny  growth,  of  which  there- 
are  various  ipecies  curioufly  diverfified  in  the 
ihape  and  fize  of  the  prickle.     In  one  it  re- 
lembles  a  dart ;  in  another  a  f^w ;  in  a  third 
a  harpoon ;  and  all  of  them  have  a  point  like 
that  of  the  niceft  needle.     Thefe  enter  the 
fiefh  upon  the  flighted  conta(51:,  and  are  only 
extraded  by  an  incifion  into  the  flcin,  which 
occaflons  the  mofl;  acute  pain.  This  is  one  of 
thofe  cruel  taxes  which  Nature  has  thought 
proper  to  impofe  on  the  patient  curiofity  of 
the  traveller. 

Another 


BY    SEA    AND    LAND.  II7 

Another  inconvenience  in  this  country  is 
the  abominable  fmell  of  an  animal,  without 
the  agility  but  nearly  of  the  fame  (ize  with  a 
rabbit.  This  creature,  when  hard  preffed, 
and  finding  himfelf  in  dans-er  of  belns;  taken, 
emits  a  mofl:  intolerable  ftench,  which  threa- 
tens fuffocation  to  his  purfuers,  and  is  only 
only  eluded  by  a  precipitate  flight.  I  faw  in 
the  plains  of  Tegas  an  animal  about  the  fize 
of  a  large  cat,  and  refembling  that  fpecies  in 
his  mouth,  nofe,  and  ears.  He  had  a  Ihort 
reddifh  fur,  his  body  and  paws  thick  and 
fhort,  with  the  face  of  a  rabbit.  One  of 
them  we  were  lucky  enough  to  kill,  which 
was  roafled,  and  afforded  an  excellent  repaft. 
His  flefh  is  fair,  pleafant  to  the  tafle,  and  in- 
terlarded with  fat  in  the  manner  of  pork. 
The  name  of  this  animal  in  the  Indian  lan- 
guage is  Taccouage.  I  heard  much  of  the 
rattle- fnake,  but  never  faw  one  in  the 
whole  courfe  of  my  travels  through  this 
country. 

At  a  fhort  diftance  on  the  left  appear  the 

mines  of  Sierra  and  Luigaiia,  furrounded  by 

a  croud  of  hamlets.     We  pafled  a  number 

of  fcattered  yillao-es  belono-ino-  to  the  Indians 

I3  ef 
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of  Punt  a  Sant  Tago  and  C alder  a  ^  and  came 
in  view  of  a  detached  naoiintain  to  the  weft- 
ward,  which  is  nanned,  from  its  fhape,  the 
Table  of  Caldera.  This  mountain  rifes  on 
all  fides  in  the  form  of  a  fugar-loaf,  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  be  inacceffible  even  to  the 
goat,  except  by  one  path,  which  is  like  wife 
extremely  difficult.  The  top,  however, 
ftretches  into  a  fruitful  plain,  which  being 
well  fupplied  with  rich  fprings  of  fine  water, 
affords  excellent  pafture  to  numerous  herds 
of  cattle.  A  houfe  built  acrofs  the  upper- 
end  of  the  path  prevents  their  efcape,  and 
confines  them  within  the  bounds  of  this  fin- 
gular  park  or  terrace. 

The  territories  «?f  thofe  civilized  Indians 
who  fell  under  the  Spaniih  yoke  upon  the 
death  of  Montezuma,  including  the  village 
of  Caldera,  begin  at  Salt  River.  We  had 
now  entered  the  mountains,  and  the  fair 
plains  of  Tegas  gave  place  to  rugged  and 
barren  rocks,  with  here  and  there  a  little 
valley,  which  produces  the  wild  aloe,  the 
Br.rbary  fig-tree,  and  a  naked  plant  of  a 
fingle  ftem,  known  in  Europe  by  the  title  of 
Cicrge  PaJchaU     The  trunk,  fpringing  from 

the 
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the  ground  to  the  height  of  fifteen  feet, 
fends  oiF  four  or  five  branches,  which,  di- 
verging between  three  and  four  feet  from 
the  ftem,  {hoot  together  to  the  elevation  of 
twenty  feet ;  and  this  is  the  only  plant  or 
tree  to  be  found  in  the  whole  of  this  coun- 
try. 

In  four  days  more  we  entered  among 
trees,  which,  in  the  form  of  their  leaves  and 
arrangement  of  their  branches,  appeared  to 
be  a  fpecies  of  date.  It  may  be  claffed  with 
the  fig-bannan  of  India,  which  is  known  in 
the  Philippine  ifles  by  the  name  of  Dedas  de 
Dama,  m  Lady's  Fingers.  The  foil  in  this 
diftriifl  is  remarkably  light  and  dry. 

We  left  the  ftation  of  Cuvilla  to  the  weft, 
at  the  diftance  of  twenty  leagues,  and  came 
to  a  country  fupplied  with  fheep  and  goats, 
which  are  in  fuch  abundance  as  to  be  often 
killed  for  the  value  of  the  fkin.  We  fol- 
lowed the  courfe  of  a  little  river  above  Mon- 
tery,  which  is  extremely  fait,  as  indeed  is 
all  the  water  we  had  hitherto  met  with  from 
Rio  Salado,  or  Sabinas ;  its  borders,  hov/- 
ever,  are  cultivated,  and  peopled  with  Indians. 
Having  travelled  over  a  n^ere  defert,  con- 
I  4  fifting 
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filling  chiefly  of  high  and  favage  naountains, 
we  at  lafl  came  in  view  of  a  beautiful  plain 
well  cultivated,  in  which  is  fituated  Sartille ; 
and  here  we  arrived  on  the  20th  of  January, 
1768,  after  travelling  one  hundred  and  iixty 
leagues  fouth-weft.  I  ouo;ht  to  have  men- 
tidied,  that  two  days  before  my  arrival  at 
Sartille  we,  had  an  eclipfe  of  the  fun,  ap- 
pearing to  me  to  be  more  confiderable,  and 
more  exa£lly  central,  than  that  of  the  ifl  of 
April,  1764,  which  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  obferving  in  Provence. 


CHAP 
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CHAP.        XIV. 

J)efcripUon  of  Sartille,  a  populous  Town,  he- 
long'mg  both  to  Spaniards  and  Indians — 
whimfical  Performance  of  religious  Cere- 
monies —  Bull  Fights  —  Gallantry  of  the 
Spaniards — Natural  Hifory  of  the  Pro- 
vinces of  New  Spain,  P arras,  and  Bey  no, 

O  ARTILLE  is  a  pretty  large  and  popu- 
lous town  belonging  to  both  Spaniards 
and  Indians.  The  churches  and  fquares  are 
tolerably  handfome  ;  the  ftreets  broad,  clean, 
and  lined  on  each  fide  with  houfes  of  ftone. 
In  general,  however,  it  is  built  in  a  bad  tafte, 
particularly  the  houfes  of  the  Indians,  who 
pay  no  regard  to  convenience  in  the  diftri- 
bution  of  their  apartments.  The  fountains 
which  one  meets  in  different  parts  of  Sartille 
are  of  much  ufe  in  allaying  the  violent  heat 
of  the  fun.  Sartille  contains  a  number  of 
confiderable  merchants,  and  is  the  chief 
mart  for  favage  produdions  imported  from 
thofe  countries  we  had  lately  viiited,  and 
which  are  afterwards  retailed  among  the  in- 
habitants 
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habitants  of  the  neiehbourhood.  Sartllle 
likewife  ferves  as  a  repoiitory  for  different 
articles  of  apparel,  as  well  as  the  luxuries  of 
life,  which  the  lavages  accept  in  exchange 
for  their  horfes,  Ikins,  and  dried  provifions. 
The  Indians  are  the  only  part  of  the  com- 
munitv  who  avoid  the  low  debauchery  of 
the  multitude,  the  fatal  confequences  of 
which  their  neighbours  experience,  without 
knowing  by  what  means  they  may  be  re- 
medied. The  character  of  the  people  at 
large  is  haughty,  fraudulent,  and  deceitful. 
With  great  pretenfions  to  generofity,  they 
are  at  pains  to  conceal  their  qatural  fenti- 
ments,  which  are  both  illiberal  and  felfifh. 
In  fine,  they  have  all  the  pride  and  flareli- 
nefs  of  Caftile,  without  the  noble  and  gene- 
rous qualities  of  the  true  Spaniard. 

One  diftri<Sl:  of  Sartille  is  occupied  by 
Spaniards  only,  or  by  fuch  as  affect  to  be  of 
that  nation  ;  for  the  fa»5l  is,  that  by  far  the 
greater  number  of  them  have  not  one  eighth 
part  of  European  blood  in  their  veins. 
Their  colour  is  a  mixture  of  the  Indian,  ne- 
gro, and  European  complexions.  The  firft 
is  confidered  here  as  of  the  lowefl  extra6tion, 

and 
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and  therefore  has  little  conne^liou  with  thole 
who  either  are  or  pretend  to  be  Europeans. 

The  fecond  diftri^l:  is  inhabited  by  Indians 
named  Trafcaltequas,  who,  in  proportion  as 
the  Spaniards  are  haughty  and  indolent,  are 
gentle,  affable,  and  indufirious.  It  is  this 
clafs  of  the  people  who  apply  themfelves  to 
the  labour  of  the  foil,  and  who  cultivate 
thofe  fields  and  s;ardens  whence  the  inhabi- 
tants  are  fupplied  with  wheat  and  Indian 
corn  in  abundance.  Here,  for  the  firfl  time 
fince  my  departure  from  New  Orleans,  I 
had  the  pleafure  to  meet  with  excellent 
wheat  bread.  The  gardens  produce  apples, 
figs,  grapes,  every  European  plant,  and  a 
fpecies  of  fhrub  from  the  juice  of  which 
the  natives  are  ufed  to  make  a  tolerable  be- 
verage. This  Ihrub,  which  is  frequent  all 
over  New  Spain,  is  named  maguey,  and  its 
fap  pouchre. 

Though  it  was  now  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary, we  enjoyed,  under  a  Iky  flill  more  pure 
and  ferene  than  that  of  San  Antonio,  the 
mofl:  delightful  weather  in  the  world.  I 
affifted  at  the  feaft  of  Candlemas,  which  is 
celebrated  at  Sartille  with  much  foleminty, 

but 


J 24   TRAVELS  ROUND  THE  WORLD, 

l>ut  in  a  manner  fomewhat  new.     In  the 
morning,  immediately  after  mafs,  the  image 
of  the  Virgin   is  carried  with   great  pomp 
through    the    principal    ftreets,    and    being 
placed  on  a  theatre  clofe  to  a  circus  ere£led 
for  the  pnrpoie  of  bull- fighting,  every  one 
retires.     Upon   the  company's  return  from 
their  afternoon's  nap,  bulls  are  brought  upon 
the  ftage,  and  the  fpeftacle  begins,  accom- 
panied by  a  ridiculous  kind  of  mufic  per- 
formed  in   an  orcheftra  at  the  elbow  of  the 
Virgin.     The  exhibidon  continues  till  the 
approach  of  night,    when   the  Virgin,    ef- 
corted  by  a  fecond  procefTion,   returns  to  her 
iifual  refidence  in   the  church.     The  com- 
bat of  the  bulls  is  fucceeded  by  a  fair,    the 
principal  articles   in  which  are  fweetmeats, 
wines,    confections,   and  many  other  incite- 
ments  to  glutcony.       On   this  occafion   is 
praClifed  every  fpecies  of  Spanifh  gallantry, 
though  the  people  are  in  general  fo  poor, 
that  many  of  them  pawn  their  laft  (hirt  in 
order  to  entertain  their  friends  with  the  de- 
licacies of  the  fair.     I  was  diverted  to  ob- 
ierve  with  what  folly  and  extravagance  huf- 
bands  ape  towards  their  wives  all  the  little 

arts 
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arts  of  the  lover.  I  faw  one  of  thofe  women, 
a  perfon  apparently  not   deftitiite  of  good 
fenfe,   who  chofe  to  be  offended  with  her 
hufband,  becaufe,  being  without  a  penny  in 
his  pocket,  he  wanted   the  civility  to  part 
with  a  favourite  couteau-de-chafle  for  the 
gratification  of  her  caprice.     It  is  the  fafhion 
for  both  parties  to  affect  a  grave  and  ferious 
deportment ;  while  the  hulband  makes  it  his 
bufinefs  to  demean  himfelf  towards  his  mate 
as  if  it  were  only  the  dawn  of  his  courtfhip. 
This  feflival,   one  firailar  to  which  I  faw  at 
San  Antonio  in  honour  of  the  Conception j 
lafted  three  days.     On  the  eve  of  the  lafl,   it 
is  cuftomary  for  the  people  to  pay  their  re- 
fpeds    to   the   Virgin,     in   mafquerade,   in 
which  fome  affeifi  the  charafter  of  devils, 
others  that  of  angels,  whilft  the  greateft  part 
appear  in  the  male  and  female  dreflfes  of  the 
Moors.     The  image  of  the  Virgin  is  con- 
veyed from  the  church,  and  being  introduced 
to  the  ball-room,   at  the  houfe  of  the  mailer 
of   the    ceremonies,     the   dancing   begins  : 
mean  while,  the  malks  are  entertained  with 
a  collation,   and  the  evening  clofes  with  a 
jude  dramatic  performance*  -  Next  day  the 

^  fame 
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^  fame  diverfions  are  repeated  with  the  com- 
bat of  bulls,  and  continue  till  the  fall  of 
night,  when  the  feftival  being  ended,  the 
image  of  the  Virgin,  attended  by  a  procef- 
iion,  is  carried  back  to  the  church.  It  often 
happens  that  ufages  originally  inftituted  for 
pious  purpofes,  degenerate  at  laft  into  the 
moft  ridiculous  and  extravagant  abufes  and 
abfurdities. 

Eaft  and  foulh-eail:  from  Sartille  are  fitu- 
ated   the  provinces  of  Parras   and  Rcyno, 
which  abound  in  good  wine,   fugar,  fruit, 
Indian  corn,   wheat,   and  cattle.      On  the 
coaft  of  Reyno  is  the  harbour  of  Tempic,  a 
,    coafl  well  fupplied  with  great  variety  of  ex- 
cellent fifli.     The  province  of  New  Spain 
produces  a  fmall  quantity  of  cochineal,    a 
fpecies  of  infe£l   which  feeds  on  a  prickly 
plant,   refembling  in  fome  refpeds  the  Bar- 
bary  fig-tree,    but  whofe  leaves   are  much 
fmaller,  and  of  a  finer  texture.     This  infed, 
after  making  a   little  pod  attached  to  the 
leaves,  (huts  itfelf  up  in  it,   and  dies.     By 
degrees  it  acquires   colour  and  confiftency, 
and  takes  the  form  of  cochineal  immediately 
before  its  lad  preparation.    In  due  feafon  the 

Indian 
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Indian  fpreads  a  linen  cloth  under  the  leaves, 
and  {haking  the  branches,  the  pods  or  cochi- 
neal fall  to  the  ground.  This  ufeful  com- 
modity grows  in  the  fields  like  indigo,  with- 
out the  aid  of  cultivation,  and  is  gathered 
by  the  Indians  alone,  few  of  whom  have 
any  conception  of  its  commercial  value. 

My  fellow-traveller  had  been  unable  to 
accomplifli  his  bufinefs  fo  foon  as  he  expect- 
ed ;  but  now,  being  in  the  beginning  of  Fe- 
bruary, we  began  to  prepare  for  our  journey. 
We  were  informed  that  the  roads  were  tole- 
rably good,  and  therefore  hoped  to  proceed 
more  expeditioufly  than  it  had  been  hitherto 
in  our  power,  by  reafon  of  our  baggage. 
On  this  account  I  intruded  the  principal  part 
of  my  necelTaries  to  a  Francifcaii  friar,  who 
undertook  to  forward  them  to  Mexico  as 
ibon  as  he  had  delivered  certain  articles  of 
apparel-at  different  miilions,  fome  of  which 
we  had  vifited  on  our  way  to  Sartilie.  The 
men  who  accompanied  us.  to  this  place  now 
returned  to  their  own  country  ;  and  here  I 
had  the  mortification  to  bid  adieu  for  ever  to 
my  good  Indian  of  San  Antonio.  His  un- 
wearied zeal  to  accommodate  himfelf  to  my 

auk- 
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aukwardnefs  and  inexperience,  in  countries 
entirely  destitute  of  every  convenience  of 
life,  made  a  deep  impreffion  on  my  mind, 
and  is  what  I  cannot  fufficiently  acknow- 
ledge. Here  therefore  was  I  obliged  to  hire 
another  fervant  to  attend  me  in  the  farther 
profccution  of  my  travels. 


CHAP.     XV. 

The  Author  quits   Sartille,    and  purfues  his 

Journey    towards  New  Mexico — Fenge- 

ance   exercifed  by  the  Spaniards  upon  the 

Indians,  after  a  Revolt  of  the  latter — Ke- 

fediions  upon  the  Punijlmient  of  "Exile — 

•  politic  ConduB  of  the  Spaniards  towards  the 
Indians  fuhjedied  to  them, 

TTT'E  departed  from  Sartille  on' our  way 
to  Mexico  on  the  loth  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1768, ;  and  as  we  were  now  entering 
a  country  faid  to  be  liberally  fupplied  with 
all  the  neceffaries  of  life,  wc  were  relieved 
from  the  hardfhips  of  carrying  our  provifions 

along 
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along  with  ns.  The  firfl:  three  days  of  our 
march  prefented  us  with  a  cheerful  and  po- 
pulous country,  but  the  three  fucceeding 
led  us  over  a  dry  deflirt  foil,  covered  with  a 
.  kind  of  acrid  dufl,  poffeffing  fome  of  the 
qualities  of  quick-lime.  Our  prefent  route 
fupplied  little  water,  except  from  wells  of 
great  depth,  which  were  brackiih  and  un- 
pleafant ;  and  even  this  was  only  to  be  ob- 
tained for  money,  at  intervals  of  twenty 
miles  diftance.  The  keeper  of  the  well 
Jives  hard  by  it  in  a  miferable  hut,  which  is 
the  only  kind  of  habitation  I  faw  in  this 
country.  Having  pafled  this  inhofpitable 
region,  and  about  the  fame  extent  of  mea- 
dow-groundj  we  came  to  a  mine  named 
Charcas^  in  the  vicinity  of  which  fliands  a 
little  neat  town  coniiderably  lefs  than  Sar- 
tille,  but  in  proportion  to  its  fize  much  more 
populous. 

Here  my  fellow-traveller,  the  late  gover- 
nor of  Tegas,  fell  ill  ;  but  as  I  was  now  be- 
come impatient  of  delay,  and  as  the  road 
feemed  tolerably  frequented,  I  determined, 
though  reludantly,  to  take  leave  of  his  ex- 
cellency. He  expreiled  much  regret  at  my 
Vol.  L  K  depar 
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departure,  and  even  complained  that  I  de- 
ferted  him  upon  the  road  ;  but  I  was  under 
the  neceflity  of  travelhhg  with  the  utmoft 
expedition,  having  learned  that  the  Manilla 
galleon  had  arrived  at  Acapulco,  from  which 
I  was  ftill  diftant  no  lefs  than  two  hundred 
and  fifty  leagues.  It  was  the  middle  of  Fe- 
bruary, and  this  vcffel  was  to  fail  for  Ma^ 
nilla  towards  the  end  of  March. 

I  had  enjoyed  good  health  lince  I  left  San 
Antonio,  except  a  rheumatic  afFe(Slion  in  my 
knee,  which  I  cured  by  means  of  exercife 
and  a  cataplafm  of  bruifed  mint  fried  with 
soat's  greefe.  I  likewife  fufFered  at  times 
from  a  weaknefs  in  my  flomach,  occafioned 
by  the  Indian  corn  I  had  been  obliged  to  live 
\ipon  all  the  way  from  Sartille. 

We  arrived  at  the  village  of  Venau,  com- 
pofed  entirely  of  Indians,  who  live  under 
the  jurifdidion  of  their  chiefs ;  and  I  was 
informed  that  the  Spaniards  had  jufl  execu- 
ted twelve  of  the  molt  criminal  of  the  people, 
who  had  been  concerned  in  a  late  infurrec- 
tion.  The  heads  of  the  offenders  appeared 
npon  poles  eredled  on  the  fite  of  their  houles, 
which,  after  fending  all  their  relations  into 

banifli- 
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banlfliment,   the  vengeance  of  public  juflice 
had  razed  to  the  ground. 

Exile  is  a  punifhment  much  in  ufe  among 
the  Spaniards  ;  and  its  obje6l  being  to  con- 
fiilt  the  fecurity  of  the  public,  by  feparating 
the  innocent  from  the  guilty,  and  by  pro- 
ducing a  change  in  their  condition,  perhaps 
equally  advantageous  to  both,  is  evidently 
derived  from  the  wifefl  policy.  The  friends 
and  adherents  of  the  fufFerers  who  remain, 
tainted  with  dangerous  principles,  and  who, 
in  any  lituation  favourable  to  their  defigns, 
might  be  ready  to  imitate  their  condudl:,  the 
probable  means  of  fuccefs  being  withdrawn, 
will  continue  quiet  'in  their  obedience. 
Meanwhile,  in  their  intercourfe  with  the 
better  part  of  fociety,  they  obferve  the  happy 
tendency  of  temperate  and  well  regulated 
lives,  begin  to  open  their  eyes  to  falfe 
maxims  of  bad  education,  and  at  length  gra- 
tify their  defires  in  the  furer  paths  of  good 
example.  1  believe  it  will  be  found,  that 
great  crimes  in  almoft  every  inftance  origi- 
nate either  in  opportunity  or  defpair ;  and 
hence  nothing  feems  better  calculated  to 
check  the  progrefs  of  vicious  principles', 
K  2  than 
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than  aflociating  with  the  orderly,  charitable, 
and  induftrious  part  of  the  community. 

Belides,  exile  frequently  places  the  offen- 
der in  a  better  (ituation  than  he  before  en- 
joyed ;  a  circumftance  of  fuch  importance  to 
the  encouragement  of  good  morals,  that  I  am 
perfuaded  there  are  few  men  fo  naturally  im- 
moral as  that,  had  they  been  born  to  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  fine  climate  and  foil^  would  not 
have  efcaped  that  fhame  and  mifery  which 
unfortunately  terminate  many  of  their  mife- 
rable  lives ;    moderate  and  profitable  labour, 
united  to  the  native  charms  of  a  good  life, 
would  have  reftrained  the   greateft  part  of 
them  from  the  ruinous  confequences  of  vio- 
lence and  injuflice. 

It.would  be  difficult  to  srive  a  more  flriking 
illuftration  of  thefe  obfervations,  than  may 
be  found  in  the  hiflory  of  our  own  colonies ; 
whofe  manners,  confidering  the  diflance  of 
time  between  their  refpedive  colonizations, 
may  be  expedted  to  be  a  good  deal  different. 
The  morals  of  the  people  in  the  province  of 
Louiliana  and  the  Phillipine  Ifles  are  much 
more  fimple  and  pure  than  either  in  St.  Do- 
mingo or  Mexico.     Now,  without  meaning 

any 
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an/  reflection  on  the  extraftion  of  certain 
Creoles  in  Louifiana  and  the  Phillipine 
Ifles,  every  one  knows  that  the  anxiety  of 
government  to  colonize  the  firfl:,  gave  ad- 
miffion  to  men  of  all  defcriptions,  whilll: 
the  laft  have  long  been  the  ordinary  places  of 
banifhment  for  all  manner  of  convidts  from 
the  kingdom  of  Mexico.  I  have  feen  at 
Manilla  opulent  merchants,  officers,  and 
indeed  men  of  every  condition,  who,  after 
wearing  chains  on  their  limbs,  as  badges  of 
their  infamy,  have,  in  a  country  where  the 
temptations  to  vice  are  not  rare,  learned  to 
condu6l  themfelves  in  a  manner  every  way 
regular  and  exemplary. 

The  circumftances  of  the  country  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Venau  feemed  to  warrant 
this  example  of  feverity  in  the  Spaniards  ; 
and  fince  they  only  punifhed  the  ringleaders 
of  the  confpiracy  with  death,  contenting 
themfelves  with  the  banifliment  of  inferior 
infurgents,  it  is  but  fair  to  admit  that  on  this 
occafion  they  tempered  the  rigour  of  the  law 
with  the  milder  precepts  of  humanity.  And 
here  I  mull  remark,  that  either  Indian  popu- 
lation is  furprilingly  rapid,  or  the  accounts 
K  2  we 
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we  have  received  from  hiftorlans,  of  the 
horrid  madacres  executed  by  the  Spaniards 
upon  the  natives  of  the  Mexican  empire, 
have  been  greatly  exaggerated.  I  am  an 
eye-witnefs  to  the  prefent  vaft  population  of 
this  kingdom,  as  well  as  to  the  eafy  circum- 
ilances  in  which,  though  in  fubordination 
to  their  conquerors,  the  original  natives  in 
general  pafs  their  lives.  In  fome  places  the 
colle6lion  of  the  public  revenue  and  the 
care  of  the  poUce  are  depofited  in  the  hands 
of  their  chiefs  ;  while  the  laws  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  government  have,  upon  the  whole,  a 
tendency  to  make  them  good  fubjeds,  ra- 
ther than  miferable  and  difcontented  flaves. 
Among  the  inferior  orders  of  Indians,  many 
are  admitted  to  offices  in  the  church,  army, 
magiftracy  ;  and  in  all  the  principal  Spanifh 
towns,  particularly  at  Manilla,  they  are  in- 
vited to  a  full  incorporation  with  the  natives 
of  Spain.  It  is  in  the  remoter  parts  of  the 
country  alone,  where  the  proud  title  of  con- 
queror infpiring  many  vagabonds,  whom 
fortune  has  raifed  from  inlignificance  to 
better  circumftances,  with  infolence  and 
brutality,  that  the  poor  Indian  is  made  to 

feci 
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feel  the  humiliating  ftate  of  his  dependence. 
In  fuch  fituations,  while  little  intercourfe 
prevails  between  the  two  nations,  the  Eu- 
ropean gives  free  fcope  of  all  thofe  abfurd 
prejudices  which  people  of  different  coun- 
tries are  apt  to  entertain  refpeding  each 
other,  and  which  are  in  a  peculiar  manner 
incident  to  the  Spaniards.  But  the  patient 
and  unaffuming  fpirit  of  the  Indian,  who, 
in  point  of  number,  is  infinitely  his  mafter's 
fuperior,  conforming  to  the  proud  and  im- 
perious temper  of  the  Spaniard,  the  charac- 
ter of  both  jointly,  though  accidentally, 
contributes  to  order  and  fubordinatioa  in  the 
ilate. 


K  4  C  H  A  \\ 
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CHAP.      XVL 

Arrival  at  the  Gold  and  Silver  Mines  of 
Potoji — Defcription  of  the  Town  ofPotof — 
peculiar  Mode  of  catchi?ig  wild  Animals, 
pra5lifed  by  the  Inhabitants — the  Author 
quits  Potofiy  andpajfes  through  a  rich  and 
luxuriant  Country. 

'T^HE  Spaniard  vvhom  I  hired  at  Sartille, 
and  who  fucceded  to  my  good  Indian 
of  San  Antonio,  was  a  man  of  a  bad  charac- 
ter. As  long  as  I  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  the 
governor's  company,  from  whom  I  had  jufl 
parted,  I  confidered  myfelf  fecure  againft 
injury  from  whatever  quarter;  but  we  were 
now  alone,  and  with  the  opinion  I  enter- 
tained of  this  Spaniard,  I  could  not  help 
being  a  good  deal  apprehenfive  of  danger. 
Luckily,  however,  he  feemed  to  have  no 
arms  about  his  perfon,  while  I,  as  ufual, 
wore  a  couteau-de-chafl'e  at  my  girdle.  My 
horfes  and  mules  had  been  always  kept  at 
grafs  with  thofe  of  the  governor,  and  confe- 
quently  had  hitherto  coft  me  neither  trouble 

nor 
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nor  expence  ;  but  I  was  now  afraid  to  truft 
them  in  the  cuftody  of  my  Spaniard  during 
night,  left  he  ihould  decamp,  and  leave  me 
to  make  the  be/l  of  my  way  on  foot  in  the 


morning. 


As  on  this  route  the  traveller  eafily  finds 
a  houfe  for  his  accommodation  in  the  even-s- 
ing, I  ufed  the  precaution  to  purchafe  fronn 
my  hoft  the  provender  neceffary  for  my 
animals  over  night ;  but  as  in  thefe  inns 
there  is  no  fuch  convenience  as  a  ftable,  I 
ordered  the  Spaniard  to  fleep  within  doors, 
"while  I  lay  in  the  field,  at  the  foot  of  the 
flake  to  which  my  mules  were  made  fad, 
Beiides,  as  I  was  always  more  careful  of  my 
beafts  than  my  fell,  I  knew  by  this  means 
in  what  manner  they  fed,  and  in  what  con- 
dition they  were  able  to  travel  next  day.  It 
is  furprifing  how  much  they  feemed  ham- 
pered and  diffatisfied  with  their  confinement. 
The  three  firft  nights  they  would  eat  no- 
thing but  a  little  cut  grafs  ;  and  it  was  with 
the  utmoft  difficulty  I  could  make  them 
chew  their  corn,  after  taking  the  pains  to 
moiften  it  for  them  in  lalt  water.  On  the 
porning  fubfequent  to  the  firft  night  they 

pafTed 
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pafled  in  this  unnatural  iituation,  fuch  was 
the  benumbed  condition  of  their  limbs,  that' 
it  was  impoflible  to  fay  from  their  motions 
that  they  had  a  fingle  joint  in  their  bodies. 
However,  what  with  pulling  them  after  us 
by  force,  and  a  fevere  application  of  the 
whip,  they  began  at  length  not  to  walk 
but  to  leap,  dragging  their  hinder  legs  as 
if  they  had  been  tied  in  halters  ;  meanwhile, 
their  blood  becoming  warm,  and  the  circu- 
lation accelerated  by  difciphne  and  exer- 
cife,  they  gradually  recovered  the  ordinary 
ufe  of  their  limbs. 

On  the  fecond  day  of  my  journey,  I  ar- 
rived at  the  celebrated  mines  of  gold  and 
fllver  at  San  Louis  Potoii,  the  richeft  of 
which  is  that  of  Serro  San  Pedro.  Potofi  is 
a  handfome  well-built  town,  large,  populous, 
and  fituated  in  the  midfi:  of  beautiful  gardens. 
The  ftreets  are  neat,  and  run  in  ftrait  lines ; 
the  churches  magnificent  ;  the  people  opu- 
lent, and  in  pofleflion  of  all  the  com- 
forts and  conveniencies  of  life.  The  Indi- 
ans, however,  appear  to  be  of  a  melancholy 
humour  all  over  this  province  ;  for,  befides 
the  ordinary  hardfhips  of  a  yoke  to  which 
they  have  ever  fubmitte'd  with  reludance, 
I  the 
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the  Impoficiou  of  new  taxes,  and  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  order  of  the  Jefuits,  were  recent 
caufes  of  much  dlflatisfa^lion.  Their  chiefs 
to. the  diftance  of  Venaii,  mindful  of  many 
former  injuries,  and  in  refentment  of  what 
they  confidered  additional  oppreflion,  enga- 
ged their  vaflals  in  a  kind  of  revolt,  which, 
as  the  natives  are  twenty  ^  one  Spaniard, 
without  the  prompt  interference  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  feverities  exercifed  for  its 
fuppreffion,  might  have  been  of  ferious  con«^ 
fequences. 

I  purchafed  a  horfe  at  Potofi,  this  country 
being  eminently  diftinguiftied  for  a  fine 
breed  of  that  animal,  as  well  as  for  rearing 
cows  for  the  confumption  of  Mexico.  The 
method  employed  here  to  catch  wild  cattle 
is,  perhaps,  peculiar  to  thofe  people :  the 
cattle  are  generally  permitted  to  roam  at  large 
over  the  fields  ;  but  in  cafe  of  a  fale  are 
hunted  down  in  the  following  manner  :  the 
mafter  coming  up  to  a  herd  on  horfeback  and 
at  full  fpeed,  forces  them  to  a  gallop  ;  but  in 
a  (hort  time  they  are  worn  out  with  fatigue, 
and  fink  to  the  ground  on  their  knees  ;  he 
then  alights  from  his  horfe,  and,  exerting  all 

his 


140       TRAVELS    ROUND    THE  WORLD, 

his  ftrength,  raifes  the  animal  obliquely  by 
the  tail  ;  by  which  means  ihe  lofes  her  ba- 
lance, and  drops  upon  her  nofe  ;  an  attitude 
fo  aukward  and  confounding  to  the  cow, 
that  fhe  will  remain  a  whole  day  without  at- 
tempting to  recover  her  liberty.  Selecting 
therefore  fuch  as  he  can  immediately  dif- 
pofe  of,  the  reft  are  relieved  from  their  con- 
finement. 

We  left  to  the  weft  ward  of  this  route  the 
provinces  Guadalaxara  and  Zacatecas,  with 
their  different  towns,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  which  are  mines  of  confiderable  value.* 
This  country  is  full  of  mineral  riches,  and 
ftill  there  is  a  great  deal  of  real  thou2;h  con-, 
cealed  poverty  ;  for  the  Creoles  in  general  ac- 
quire and  diffipate  their  money  with  an  equal 
facility.  After  fpending  two  days  at  Potofi, 
I  refumed  my  journey,  and  paffed  through 
a  country  pleafantly  diveriiiied  with  hills, 
villages,  and  fields  of  wheat  and  Indian 
corn  :  a  fack  of  Indian  corn  is  fold  here  for 
two  and  fix- pence,  when  the  market  price 
is  at  its  higheft  ftandard.     In  refpecl  to  cul- 

*  I  was  told  there  were  many  more  to  the  fouth-weft  of 
Potofi. 

ture 
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ture  and  population,   this  country  is  very 
much  the  fame  with  that  fituated  hetween 
Charcas  and  Potoli.     The  Indians,  at  whofe 
houfes  I  always  chofe  to  lodge,   are  fimple 
and  hofpitable  in  their  manners;  good  health, 
gentlenefs  of  difpofition,  eafe,  and  innocence 
of  life,  are  nothing  more  in  them  than  the 
natural  confequences  of  that  temperance  and 
love  of  induftry  to  which  they  are  devoted. 
They  are  plain  in  their  drefs,  and  wholly  im- 
addi^led  to  the  proud  and  luxurious  manners 
of  their  conquerors.     A  few  of  them  have 
adopted,  in  fome  meafure,  the  Spaniih  fafhi- 
ons ;  but  by  far  the  greatefl  part  adhere  to  the 
tafte  and  modes  of  their  anceflors.     The  or- 
dinary drefs  of  the  men  is  a  goat-fkin,    and 
conlifts  of  breeches  and  a  kind  of  fhirt  de- 
fcending  to  the  girdle,  vi^ith  a  hat  in  the  ftile 
of  an  European.     The  women  wear  a  piece 
of  cloth  tied  round   the  waift,   which  falls 
down  to  the  middle  of  the  leg,  and  a  (hort 
cloak  over  the  neck  and  fhoulders.     Their 
hair  is  formed  into  trefles,    and  knotted  in 
different  modes  on  the  back  part  of  the  head, 
wdiich  is  kept  conftantly  uncovered. 

Befides 
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Befides  the  alcades,  who  compofe  a  kind 
of  confulate,  in  which  refides  a  portion  of 
civil  and  military  jiirifdidlion,  the  comman- 
dant of  the  province,  the  king's  courts  of 
juftice,  the  bifhops,  chapters,  and  monks, 
form  an  extenfive  fyftem  of  magiftracy. 
This  rich  champaign  country  is  divided  into 
baronies  under  different  titles  ;and  from  thefe 
the  public  offices  are  endowed  with  large 
eftates,  upon  which  they  have  ere£led  beau- 
tiful feats,  and  from  which  they  derive  very 
opulent  revenues.  The  luxury  and  magni- 
ficence of  the  higher  orders  of  the  inhabitants 
are  in  all  refpe£ls  equal  to  what  you  find 
among  our  firfl  nobility  in  Europe. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XVII. 

Arrival  at  the  City  of  San  Miguel  el  Grande y 
from  whence  the  Author  -proceeds  to  the 
'^own  of  San  fuan  del  Rio — large  common 
dious  Villages  announce  at  length  his  Ap^ 
proach  to  the  Capital^  and  accordingly  he 
difcovers  from  the  Heights,  the  City  of 
Mexico  in  the  Centre  of  a  very  extenfive 
Lake — the  City  of  Mexico  and  its  Environs 
defcribed — Cufioms  and  Purfuits  of  its  opU' 
lent  Inhabitants — annual  Commemoration  of 
the  Conqiiefi_  of  Mexico, 

T?OUR  days  after  my  departure  from  Po- 
•^  tofi  I  arrived  at  San  Miguel  el  Grande, 
fituated  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill,  a  city 
much  more  beautiful  and  confiderable  in  ex- 
tent than  any  I  had  hitherto  vifited.  The 
houfes,  ftreets,  and  gardens,  are  in  a  better 
ftile,  have  a  much  nobler  effe£l,  and  an- 
nounce to  the  eye  the  fuperior  wealth  and 
confequence  of  the  inhabitants.  Next  day  I 
took  lodging  in  the  fuburbs  of  Queretano,  a 
place  famous  for  the  excellence  of  its  manu- 

failures 
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failures  in  cloth,  hat?,  and  other  branches 
of  merchandize.  Thence  I  proceeded  to  a 
pretty  populous  town,  named  San  Juan  del 
Rio,  near  a  beautiful  river,  on  whofe  banks 
are  public  walks  ihaded  with  feveral  rows 
of  fine  trees  ;  the  trees,  however,  of  this 
country  are  few  in  number,  and,  except 
fuch  as  are  found  fcattered  on  the  borders 
of  rivers,  have  a  very  bleak  and  difmal  ap- 
pearance. They  confifl  chiefly  of  the  Bar- 
bary  fig-tree,  which  feldom  grows  taller  than 
from  twenty-five  to  thirty  feet.  The  foil, 
however,  is  in  a  ftate  of  good  cultivation, 
extremely  populous,  and  furnifhed  with  a 
great  number  of  large  towns.  Soon  after 
leaving  Juan  del  Rio,  the  traveller  com.es 
to  mountains  of  confiderable  height ;  and 
for  three  fucceeding  days  he  fees  nothing 
but  large  commodious  villages,  which  in- 
titrjate  his  approach  to  a  great  metropolis. 

Accordingly,  on  the  2  8Lh  of  February, 
having  travelled  a  hundred  and  fifty  leagues 
fouth  from  Sartille,  I  had  the  plcafure  to 
.difcover,  from  the  heights,  at  the  diflance 
of  about  a  league,  a  very  exienfive  lake,  in 
the  centre  of  v.hich  is  built  the  city  of 
2  Mexico* 
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'  Mexico.   It  has  the  effedl  of  an  immenfe  mafs 
of  building,   conne£led  with   the  land  by 
caufeways  or  enabankments  raifed  to  a  great 
height  above  the  water.     At  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  and  on  the  borders  of  the  lake,  is 
fituated   the   village   of   Noftra   Senora   de 
Guadaloupe,   which  one  might  miftake  for 
a  little  European  town.     Here  the  only  cu- 
rioiities  worth  the  traveller's  notice  are  a 
beautiful  church  and  aqueduct,  which,  with 
the  whole  kingdom  of  Mexico,  are  confe- 
crated  to  the  fame  Noftra  Senora.     I  now 
proceeded  to  the  capital  by  a  caufeway  at 
leaft  a  hundred  feet  in  breadth,  and  three 
miles  in  length,  which  refls  upon  a  feries 
of    arches    kept    in   excellent   repair,     and 
meant    to    give    free  paflage  to  the   briny 
waters   of   the    lake.      Five   caufeways   of 
equal  magnificence,   leading  to  the  different 
quarters  of  this  great  city,  facilitate  its  com- 
munication with  the  adjacent  country.     It 
is  about  fix  leagues  in  circumference,  and 
defended  only  by  barriers  in  the  nature  of 
turnpike-gates. 

The  lake,   containing  a  bottom  of  deep 
mud,  which  is  every  where  impaflable  on 

Vol.  I.  L  foot, 
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foot,  anfwers  all  the  pnrpofes  of  artificial 
fortifications  ;  whilft  an  extreme  fcarcity  of 
wood  in  the  neighbouring  country  equally 
fee u res  the  Mexicans  from  every  fpecies  of 
invafion  bv  water.  The  ftreets  in  greneral 
are  broad,  run  in  flraight  lines,  and  have 
their  names  infcribed  on  the  wall,  with  the 
number  of  each  houfe  on  the  door  ;  a  cir- 
cumflance  of  great  advantage  to  ftrangers, 
who  otherwife  would  be  in  conftant  danger 
of  lofing  their  way.  The  inns,  like  thofe  in 
the  adjacent  country,  are  large,  handfome 
buildings  ;  but  the  traveller  is  not  a  little 
mortified  upon-  entering  them,  to  find  they 
contain  nothing  but  empty  apartments,  def-r 
titute  both  of  furniture  and  provifions.  The 
houfes,  conlifling  for  the  greater  part  of 
three  or  four  ftories,  are  good  ;  and  the  places 
of  public  refort,  fuch  as  walks,  fquares,  and 
gardens,  are  delightful.  The  cathedral,  the 
caftle  of  the  Spanifh  viceroy,  and  the  limple 
remains  of  the  palace  and  baths  of  the  an- 
cient emperors  of  Mexico,  occupy  three 
fides  of  the  principal  fquare.  Next  to  thefe 
builditigs,  the  mint  is  an  obje<fl  of  curiofity 
to  the  traveller,  on  account  of  the  vaft  piles 

of 
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of  ingots  with  which  its  courts  are  eonftantly 
filled,  and  which  are  brought  hither  in  or- 
der to  have  their  weight  and  finenefs  af- 
certained.  The  metal,  after  paffing  the  af- 
fay-office,  fufFers  a  dedu6lion  of  the  king's 
fifth,  in  coniideration  of  liberty  granted  to 
work  the  mines,  which  in  general  are  the 
property  of  private  perfons. 

The  Baratillo,  a  fpecies  of  exchange,  from 
the  regularity  and  rich  ornaments  of  the 
building,  merits  alfo  the  attention  of  the 
traveller;  and  if  he  is  not  tired,  he  will  find 
the  piazzas,  allotted  to  the  purpofes  of  a 
flower-market,  millinery,  and  paftry  fhops, 
as  well  as  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
clothier  and  jeweller,  in  the  fame  ftile  of 
highly  ornamented  architecture. 

Some  of  the  fine  arts,  particularly  pain- 
ting and  fculpture,  which  are  chiefly  eni- 
ployed  in  adorning  the  churches,  are  culti- 
vated by  the  Indians  with  very  confiderable 
fuccefs.  But  of  all  the  trades  in  this  city, 
the  myftery  of  the  goldfmith  is  held  in  the 
highefl:  repute,  and  his  workmanfhip,  tho' 
heavy,  is  far  from  being  deficient  either  ia 
tafie  or  finifiiing.  Silver,  efpeciciUy  in  the 
L  2  churches, 
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churches,  is  appUed  to  an  infinity  of  diffe- 
rent purpoles.  But  in  order  to  have  an  idea 
of  the  immenfe  riches  of  this  metropoUs,  the 
traveller  ought  to  be  here  the  day  on  w^hich 
they  commemorate  the  conqueft  of  Mexico. 
In  honour  of  this  great  feflival,  every  Mexi- 
can vies  with  his  neighbour  in  an  oflenta- 
tious  difplay  of  whatever  is  mofl  coftly, 
rare,  and  fplendid,  in  his  pofleffion  ;  and  in- 
deed it  would  be  difficult  to  eflimate  the 
value  of  the  prodigious  quantities  of  gold 
and  filver  in  different  forms  which  on  this 
occafion  meet  the  public  eye.  Silver  is  ef- 
teemed  little  above  a  common  metal,  and 
hence  is  frequently  fubflituted,  by  the 
fumptuous  Mexican,  for  the  purpofes  of 
plating  the  wheels  of  his  carriage,  and  (hoe- 
ing the  hoofs  of  his  horfes. 

The  Spaniards  and  Creoles  of  the  firfl 
clafs,  having  loft  all  defire  of  refidingon  the 
opj^ofite  fhore  of  the  Atlantic,  where  they 
would  have  fewer  enjoyments,  and  much 
lefs  confequence,  live  at  Mexico  in  a  ftate 
of  fplendour  and  magnificence.  Elegant  and 
fafhionable  drefles  are  very  dear ;  but  mo- 
deft  and  decent  apparel,   and  all  kinds  of 

pro- 
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provifions,  are  remarkably  cheap.  A  diftance 
of  two  hundred  leagues  is  little  regarded  by 
the  indefatigable  Indian,  who,  for  a  fmall 
profit,  imports  the  neceflkries  of  life  from 
all  corners  of  the  country.     By  his  virtuous 
toil  and  induftry  he  efcapes  that  fordid  in- 
digence and  mifery  which  devour  the  lower 
clafs  of  the  Spaniards.     The  luxury  of  the 
great  families,   their  gaming,   the  magnifi- 
cence of  their  houfes,  the  fplendor  of  their 
furniture,  the  number  of  their  domeftics, 
their  carriages  drawn  by  four,  perhaps  fix 
mules;   every  thing,  in  fhort,  confpires  to 
imprefs  the  traveller  with  the  higheil:  idea  of 
Mexican  wealth.     But  in  proportion  as  men 
of  the  firft  condition  are  rich,  thofe  of  the 
lower  fort  among  the  Spaniards  are  poor  and 
wretched ;    infomuch   that,   under   a    great 
coat  hanging  in  a  thoufand  tatters,  you  will, 
frequently  find  neither   fhirt  nor  breeches. 
In  one  word,  drunkennefs,  debauchery,  pard- 
playing,   and  cock-fighting,    conflitute  the 
habitual  occupations  of  all  fexes  and  condi- 
tions of  the  people. 

I  obferved,  that  the  Mexicans  in  conver- 

fation  frequently  applied  the  term  Mecos  to 

L  3  the 
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the  northern  favages,  and  Ipoke  of  them  with 
every  lign  of  extreme  averfion  and  terror. 
Chychymecos,  when  applied  by  one  Mexi- 
can to  another,  feems  to  denote  the  higheft 
degree  of  infult  and  reproach.  Now  are  the 
Chychymecos  a  particular  nation  of  favages 
ftill  more  cruel  and  ferocious  than  the  Me- 
cos  ?  or  is  Chychy  only  an  aggravation  of 
what  is  implied  in  the  word  Mecos  ?  As  to 
all  this  I  confefs  myfelf  entirely  at  a  lofs. 
One  thing  is  certain,  however,  that  the  In- 
dians who  inhabit  the  northern  regions  of 
this  kingdom,  have  long  renounced  the  pa- 
tient and  fubmiffive  character  of  their  an- 
ceftors  ;  and  hence  the  Spaniards  are  obliged 
to  maintain,  at  a  great  expence,  a  fi:rong 
body  of  Creoles,  who  are  conftantly  em- 
ployed in  carrying  on  hoftilities  againfl  thofe 
warlike  tribes.  Upon  my  arrival  here,  a 
detachment  of  thefe  troops  was  difpatched 
to  the  province  of  Sonora,  and  the  object 
of  this  expedition  was  to  clear  the  roads 
leading  from  Mexico  to  the  mines  of  Serro 
Prietto,  as  well  as  Matanchel,  and  other 
fea-ports,  by  means  of  which  their  trade  is 
carried  on  with  California.     Thefe  wars  all 

tend 
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tend  to  the  enlargement  of  the  Spanifh  do- 
minions, already  almoft  without  bounds  ; 
and  one  may  fafely  affirm,  that  the  number 
of  great  towns,  vafi:  population,  fertility  of 
foil,  mines,  and  other  rich  produdions,  pe- 
culiar to  this  country,  render  Mexico, 
though  not  one  of  the  moft  powerful,  yet 
the  moll:  magnificent  empire  in  the  world.* 
During  my  abode  here  the  Mexican  in- 
quiiitors,  whofe  difcipline  is  exercifed  with 
great  feverity,  ordered  feveral  perfons  to  be 
whipped  through  the  ftreets,  among  whom 
were  a  couple  of  unhappy  women,  the  vic- 
tims of  an  abfurd  and  cruel  fuperflition. 
The  crime  for  which  they  fufFered,  was  that 
of  creating  ulcers  and  fores  on  the  bodies 
of  their  enemies,  by  means  of  certain  in- 
cantations, and  particularly  by  fcarifying  the 
correfponding  parts  of  a  doll,  which  they 
were  faid  to  preferve  with  much  care  for 
the  diabolical  myfteries  of  witchcraft.  The 
witches  appeared  with  thefe  deadly  engines 

*  Not  having  had  it  in  my  power,  however,  to  vifit  it 
as  extenlively  as  I  could  have  wifhed,  I  will  readily  admit 
that  my  knowledge  of  this  kingdom  muft  be  in  many  re- 
fpedts  lame  and  imperfedt. 
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of  magic  hanging  round  their  necks  ;  while 
their  fellow- criminal  wore  each  a  kind  of 
mitre,  on  the  front  of  which  was  a  label  in- 
fcribed  with  the  names  of  their  feveral  of- 
fences.    All  punifhments  infli£led  by  this 
ghoftly  tribunal  are  regarded  by  the  Mexi- 
cans as  a  fervice  peculiarly  acceptable  to  the 
Deity,    and  therefore  held  in   the  highefl 
veneration.     Amons:  the  good  and  cbarita- 
ble  offices  we  owe  our  neighbour,  and  re- 
commended in  the  Spanilh  catechifm,  I  took 
particular  notice  of  one,  which  is  that,  not 
of  perfuading  him  to  embrace  the  truth,  but 
of  chafHling  him  with  flripes  if  he  fhould 
be^found  in  error. 

Upon  my  arrival  here  I  found  the  atmo- 
fphere  moifl  and  cold,  but  afterwards  I  was 
inclined  to  think  it  by  no  means  unwhole- 
fbme  ;  for  though  Mexico  is  furrounded  by 
a  lake,  yet  having  a  high  fituaiion  in  a 
mountainous  country,  the  air  feldom  or 
never  lofes  its  elaflicity.  In  this  city  I  gave 
myfelf  up  wholly  to  recreation,  and  the  en- 
joyment of  thofe  innocent  pleafures  which 
fo  happy  a  fpot  abundantly  fupplied.  I  lived, 
however,  oa  a  falutary  diet,  fuch  as  roots, 

vege- 


BY    SEA    AND    LAND.  I53 

vegetables,  and  European  fruits,  which  are 
equally  common  in  the  gardens  of  Mexico 
with  thofe  of  its  own  continent.  I  was 
careful  to  ufe  cooling  draughts,  confifting 
chiefly  of  water  and  the  meal  of  Indian 
corn,  which,  after  being  boiled  to  a  certain 
point,  acquires  the  coniiilency  of  chocolate, 
and  is  named  by  the  Spaniards  atollL 

I  proceeded  once  more  to  vifit  the  cu- 
rioiities  of  Mexico,  the  churches,  palaces, 
public  walks,  the  gardens  of  Almeyda,  and 
the  aquedu6t  and  gardens  of  Tacuba.  In 
the  mean  time  the  day  of  the  galleon's  fail- 
ing from  Acapulco,  being  the  25th,  or  at 
lateft  the  30th  of  March,  was  drawing  near, 
and  I  began  to  be  anxious  for  the  arrival  of 
my  baggage,  which  I  had  delivered  to  the 
monk  at  Sartille.  I  had  been  three  weeks 
at  Mexico,  when  I  received  a  letter  from 
Queretano,  informing  me,  that  the  Francif- 
can  had  unluckily  fallen  ill,  a  circumflance 
which  would  protra£t  the  arrival  of  my 
things  for  fome  time ;  but  that,  upon  his 
recovery,  they  (hould  be  forwarded  with  all 
poiiible  difpatch.  Delay,  however,  was  now 
impradicable  without  lofing  the  opportunity 

of 
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of  the  galleon  ;  and  therefore,  rather  than 
fubmit  to  the  rilk  of  fo  ferious  a  difappoint- 
ment,  I  determined  to  leave  them  behind 
me.  I  defired,  however,  a  merchant  of  my 
acquaintance  to  fell  them  as  foon  as  they 
came  to  hand,  and  to  remit  whatever  money 
they  might  yield,  as  a  prefent  to  my  good 
Indian  of  San  Antonio.  I  was  not  a  little 
diflatisfied  with  the  negligence  of  the  monk ; 
but  in  my  prefent  fituation  I  had  no  alter- 
native. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XVIII. 

Departure  from  the  City  of  Mexico  for  Ac  a- 
pulco — the  Author  Is  reduced  to  the  Necef 
fty  of  travelling  alone,  and  arrives  at  the 
Village  of  Cuernavaca — Trait  of  Humanity 
in  a  poor  Indian — Arrival  at  the  Port  of 
Acapulco — Its  'Trade — fever al  Shocks  of  an 
Earthquake  are  felt  during  the  Author  s 
Stay — he  embarks  In  a  Galleon  bound  to  tha 
City  of  Manilla, 

/^N  the  1 8th  of  March  I  fet  out,  with 
^^^  no  other  companion  than  two  mules, 
on  the  road  to  Acapulco  ;  for  the  Spaniard  I 
hired  at  Sartille,  refolving,  it  feems,  that  I 
fhould  not  entertain  a  bad  opinion  of  him 
without  reafon,  had  difappeared  foon  after 
my  arrival  at  Mexico  with  the  horfe  I  pur- 
chafed  at  Potofi.  I  had  en  crashed  a  French 
fervant  in  his  place,  whom  1  found  in  indi- 
gent circumftances ;  but  after  living  at  my 
expence  for  feveral  days,  he  likewife  chofe 
to  abfcond  the  evening  before  my  departure. 
My  impatience  to  get  to  Acapulco  was  fo 
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great,  that,   though  entirely  alone,  I  could 
not  brook  the  delay  of  a  moment  longer. 
The  roads,  however,  being  broad,  and  much 
frequented,  1  did  not  find  myfelf  in  any  dan- 
ger of  lofing  my  way.    After  paffing  a  caufe- 
way  equally  magnificent  with  that  of  Gua- 
daloupe,  I  afcended  a  very  high  hill,  and 
llept  amidft  the  huts  of  Indians,  who  were 
employed  in  making  charcoal  from  a  wood 
of  pines,  at  a  place  called  Tchufco.     Next 
day,   having  travelled  acrofs  feveral   fmall 
jftunted  woods,  I  came  to  fleep  at  the  village 
of  Cuernavaca,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  a  hilly 
ridge ;  whence,  when  I  awaked,  I  was  de- 
lighted with  the  profpe«£l  of  gardens,  inter- 
fperfed  with  pieces  of  water,  and  producing 
every  kind  of  European  as  well  as  American 
fruit.     As  my  road  the  following  day  lay 
over  wild  and  barren  mountains,  with  here 
and  there  a  flraggling  fir,  it  was  confidera- 
bly  bleak  and  melancholy ;  in  the  little  bot- 
toms, however,  the  traveller  obferves  fmall 
plantations  of  the  fugar  cane,  which  con- 
tribute in  fbme  degree  to  diverfify  and  en- 
liven   the    fcene.      Defcending   from    the 
heights  I  met  an  Indian  under  a  load  of 
I  fruits 
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fruits  and  vegetables,  on  his  way  to  Mexico ; 
he  had  an  afs  to  accon:ipany  and  aflift  him  ; 
but  in  pity  to  the  fatigue  and  infirmities  of 
his  companion,  his  humane  mafler  had 
fhifted  the  burden  to  his  own  fhoulders, 
leaving  his  aged  fervant  to  walk  before  him 
at  his  eafe ;  a  cuftom  prevalent,  I  am  told, 
all  over  the  country.  The  two  firft  days  I 
enjoyed  the  company  of  the  Indians,  as  they 
pafled  between  the  neighbouring  villages  ; 
but  at  laft  I  found  myfelf  under  the  necef- 
fity  of  hiring  a  guide  from  one'  place  to 
another. 

I  left  on  the  right  the  mines  of  Tafcou, 
or  Real  del  Monte ;  and  having  flept  at  Can- 
nobial,  or  the  village  of  Reeds,  on  the  fifth 
day  of  my  departure  from  Mexico  I  paffed  a 
deep  and  rapid  river,  called  Rio  de  las  Bal- 
fas,  or  the  River  of  Rafts,  which  are  here 
made  of  the  aromatic  reed,  kept  afloat  by 
means  of  gourd  bottles.  The  flies  rife  in 
fuch  fwarms  from  this  river,  and  are  fo  ex- 
tremely troublefome,  that  the  traveller  finds 
it  convenient  to  continue  his  journey  during 
the  night ;  here  the  road  enters  a  feries  of 
narrow  vallies,  and  afterwards  leading  acrofs 

a  very 


I5S        TRAVELS    ROUND    THE    WORLD, 

a  very  difficult  rivulet,  I  was  obliged  to  hire  a 
negro  for  my  condu6tor.     This  African  gave 
me  a  very  early  fpecimen   of  his  cunning 
and  difhonefty  ;  for  we  had  no  fooner  come 
to  an  obfcure  part  of  the  road,  than  he  gave 
his  horfe  the  fpur,  and  rufhed  into  a  dark 
and  narrow  lane.     I  faw  it  was  his  intention 
to  run  off  with  one  of  my  mules,   which 
was  tied  behind  him,  and  I  pafled  him  in  a 
moment  at  full  gallop.     He  was  obliged  to 
flop. and  apologife  in   the  beft  manner  he 
could,  endeavouring  to  make  me  believe  it 
an   accident  occafioned  by  the  unruly  tem- 
per of  his  horfe.     I  rode  clofe  by  his  fide, 
however,  during  the  remainder  of  our  jour- 
ney, holding  my  couteau-de-chafle  ready  to 
ftrike  upon  the  fmalleft  appearance  of  a  limi- 
Jar  accident ;   but  he  wanted  courage  to  re- 
peat an  experiment  which  had  fucceeded  fb 
ill  in  the  firfl  attempt.  I  was  now  heartily  fick  ^ 
of  my  guide  ;  and  therefore,  on  our  arrival 
at  the  firft  village,  I  gave  him  his  difcharge, 
and  we  parted,   equally,  I    have  no  doubt, 
difgufted  with  each  other.     Having  entered 
a  flat,  but  fertile  and  well-cultivated  coun-? 
try,  I  came  to  a  town  called  Chilpinfingo, 

which 
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which  coniifts  entirely  of  Indians,  with 
whom,  except  a  very  few  Spaniards,  this 
whole  country  is  peopled.  Hitherto  the  foil 
had  produced  only  a  Imall  quantity  of  oil, 
pitch,  Indian  corn,  fugar,  cocoa,  and  fruit ;  but 
now  all  thofe  produ<Slions  began  to  appear 
in  abundance,  whilft  the  roads,  extremely 
rugged,  and  in  fome  places  almoft  impafla^ 
ble  among  the  mountains,  became  much  lefs 
difficult.  The  chmate  was  immoderately 
hot,  and  every  tree  on  the  road  feemed 
alive  with  fquirrels.  Mexico  receives  a 
great  part  of  its  provilions  from  this  pro- 
vince, with  a  frefh  aflbrtment  of  oriental 
luxuries  from  Acapulco  upon  every  arrival  of 
the  o;alleon. 

The  drefs  of  the  Indians,  and  manners  of 
the  country,  are  nearly  the  fame  as  in  the 
more  northern  parts  of  the  kingdom,  except 
that  here  they  have  a  kind  of  reed  grating, 
inftead  of  walls,  to  their  houfes,  as  a  pre- 
caution againft  the  intemperate  heat  of  the 
fun.  I  purfued  my  way  to  Rio  Papagallos 
or  Perroquet  River,  and  put  up  at  the  houfe 
of  a  good  Indian,  who  received  me  with 
rnuch  hofpitality.     Next  morning,  as  there 

re- 
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remained  now  only  twenty  leagues  to  Aca- 
pulco,   I  was  refolved   to  accomplifh  them 
without  lleeping.    I  travelled  ten  alone ;  but 
the  road  turning  in  among  the  mountains 
which  overlook  Acapulco,  I  rcfted  two  hours 
at  a  little  village,  and  took  a  guide  for  the 
enfuing  night.    We  had  proceeded  half  way 
in  our  journey,  when  my  guide  becoming 
extremely  tired,  and  earneilly  defiring  a  little 
refpite,  though  his  mafter  was  amply  paid 
for  his  attendance  the  whole  way  to  Aca- 
pulco, I  was  obliged  to  leave  him  on  the 
road,  and  travel  alone.     Having  learned  that 
a  meflenger  with  the  galleon's  laft  difpatches 
from  the  viceroy  of  Mexico  had  pafled  two 
days  before,  and  obferving  that  the  lofs  of 
one  hour  might  prove  fatal  to  my  intended 
voyage,  I  would  on   no  account  whatever 
fubmit  to  delay.     But  I  was  now  in  a  nar- 
row path,  intricate  and  much  incumbered 
with  large  flones,  and  therefore  found  my- 
lelf  under  the  neceffity  of  proceeding  with 
caution.      Befides,    I    was   apprehenfive   of  , 
loling  myfelf  in  the  dark  ;  but  having  learned 
from  experience  that  the  mule  always  keeps 
in  the  beaten  path,   I  laid  the  bridle  on  his 

neck. 
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neck,  and  left  him  entirely  to  his  own  dif- 
cretion.  A  little  after  one  in  the  morning 
I  reached  the  top  of  a  verj  high  mountain, 
where,  to  my  infinite  joy,  I  began  to  hear 
the  breakers  on  the  weftern  (hore ;  and  gave 
thanks  to  that  merciful  Providence  which 
had  conducted  me  in  fafety  to  the  end  of  a 
very  painful  and  arduous  journey.  My  de- 
fcent  from  the  mountain  prefenting  me  with 
a  view  of  the  wide  ocean,  I  again  fell  upon 
my  knees,  and  adored  Heaven  for  the  en- 
chanting profpe£l  of  the  iliip  and  element 
below  me ;  a  profpeft,  the  very  idea  of  which 
had  fupported  my  flrength  and  fpirits  in 
many  a  difficult  and  difmal  fituation.  At 
length,  at  fix  in  the  morning,  after  travelling 
a  hundred  leagues  fouth-fouth-weft  from 
Mexico,  and  eight  hundred  from  New  Or- 
leans, I  arrived  at  the  port  of  Atapulco, 
which  the  natives  name  Portou,  or,  by  way 
of  eminence,  the  Port. 

Acapulco  is  a  miferable  little  town,  which, 
however,  is  dignified  with  the  name  of  city ; 
and,  being  furrounded  with  volcanic  moun- 
tains, its  atmofphere  is  conftantly  thick  and 
unwholeibme.   The  inhabitants  are  few,  and 
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almofl:  entirely  Africans.     The  harbour  is 
fafe,   beautiful,   and   extenfive.     Befides  its 
being  the  ordinary  port  for  the  Manilla  gal- 
leon, it  ufed  to  be  frequented  by  Peruvian 
veffels,  which  came  hither  to  buy  pitch  and 
tar,  as  well  as   the  different  commodities  of 
China  and  Europe.     This  trade,  however, 
the  company  of  Lima  thought  proper,  fome 
time  fince,  entirely  to  aboliOi.     The  inha- 
bitants are  now    become    totally  idle,  and 
deftitute  of  every  fpecies  of  traffic  ;  and  hence 
the  fair  pearls,   which,  with  a  little  induf- 
try,    might    be   obtained    from    their  own 
coafts,    as  well  as   thofe  of  California,  lie 
wholly  neglected.     The  town  ftands  on  a 
bay  north- weft  from   the  road,  formed  by 
the  curvature  of  the  coaft,  and  a  fmall  pro- 
montory, on  which  is  an  old  fort  in  mifera- 
ble  repair.     Ships   may  ride  at  anchor  two 
cables  length  from  the  fliore,  and  be  fliel- 
tered  from  the  ftorm  by  a   point  of  land 
fituated   under  the  fort.     There  is  another 
little  bay  in   the  fouth-eaft  quarter  under  a 
mountainous  ftrip  of  land,  which  feparates 
and  proteds   the  road  from  the  open  fea. 
This  ftation  is  ftill  fafer  than  the  former, 

and 
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and  therefore  frequented  by  fuch  velTels  as 
have  occafion  to  winter  at  Acapulco.  There 
is,  befides,  without  the  road,  and  about  half 
a  league  from  the  town,  a  creek  of  confi- 
derable  capacity,  which  I  imagine  might 
afford  good  harbour  for  fhipping,  at  leaft 
during  the  fine  feafon.  The  road  of  Aca- 
pulco is  about  three  leagues  in  breadth,  but 
the  entrance  to  it  is  too  wide  to  be  fortified 
completely, 

Sonfonate,  Acapulco,  Matanchel,  and  San 
Jofeph,  are  the  only  ports  frequented  by  the 
Spaniards  on  this  part  of  the  South  fea. 
Sonfonate  is  the  port  of  the  Peruvian  veflels 
which  refort  thither  for  the  purpofe  of  buy- 
ing pitch  and  wood  ;  Acapulco  of  the  Ma- 
nilla galleon,  which  imports  all  forts  of  In- 
dian and  Chinefe  commodities,  and  returns 
with  their  value  in  fpecie  ;  Matanchel  is  a 
mart  for  the  trade  of  California ;  and  San 
Jofeph  is  little  more  than  a  watering-place 
for  the  Manilla  fhip  at  her  firfl  arrival  on 
the  coaft  of  New  Spain  or  California. 

During  the  time  I  fojourned  here  we  had 

chree  (hocks  of  an  earthquake.     As  it  was 

my  conflant  pradice   to  live  in  one  of  the 

M  2  houfes, 
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houfesj  and  conform  myfelf  to  the  manners' 
of  the  Indians,  I  happened  to  be  lying  on  the 
floor,  and  in  a  moment  of  drovvfinefs  pre- 
ceding found  fleep,  which  however  is  com- 
patible with  the  confcioufnefs    of  external 
motion,    when   I   perceived   the   ground  to 
tremble  under  me,  and  heard  a  noife  like  the 
rattling  of  a  heavy  carriage  over  the  rough 
pavement  of  a  narrow  lane.     In  my  reverie 
I  fancied  myfelf  flill  at  Mexico,   which  is 
kept  in  a  ftate of  conftant  tremour  by  the  vaft 
concourfe  of  coaches  and  other  carriages; 
but  I  could  not  account  for  the  violent  im- 
prefiion  they  made  on  the  walls  of  the  houfe. 
Such  was  the  reafoning  of  my  clouded  fa- 
culties,  when  I  was  completely  awaked  by 
the  fcreams  of  women  and  children,  who  ran 
about  in  the  ftreets  crying,    pouring  forth 
prayers  to  the  Almighty,  and  exclaiming  in 
one  voice,  Ave  Maria !  Ave  Maria  Santiffima ! 
I  was  then  no  longer  at  a  lofs  to  account  for 
the  tremulous  motion  I  had  felt ;   and  I  ob- 
fcrved  that  the  noife,   ftill  heard  at  times  in 
the  dire£lion  of  the  mountains,  was  always 
fucceeded  by  a  fliock,  which  appeared  to  me 
nothing  more  than  the  diffufion  of  its  vibra- 
tions. 
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tions.  The  eruption  of  a  volcano  contained 
in  the  bowels  of  a  mountain,  produces,  I 
prefume,  a  concuflion  in  the  contiguous  parts 
of  the  earth,  whofe  vibrations,  extending  to 
a  greater  or  lefs  diilance  according  to  the 
quantity  and  adivity  of  the  volcanic  matter, 
we  denominate  a  (hock. 

The  principal  part  of  the  galleon's  cargo 
having  been  forwarded  to  Mexico,  the  annual 
fair  of  Acapulco,  which  happens  at  this  fea- 
fon,  was  confined  to  the  little  articles  of  a 
few  pedlars,  who  had  been  ufed  to  fupply 
the  officers  and  clerks  in  the  Chinefe  trade 
with  certain  necefiaries  for  the  voyage.  We 
had  three  millions  of  piaftres  on  board,  partly 
deftined  to  purchaie  the  galleon's  next  cargo, 
and  partly  to  defray  the  expences  of  govern- 
ment in  the  Phillipine  Ifles.  In  fhort,  having 
feen  no  fewer  than  a  hundred  paffengers  em- 
bark, at  leaft  forty  of  whom  were  monks,  I 
went  on  board  the  galleon. 
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C  K  A  P.      XIX. 

Departure  from  the  Road  of  Acapulco — con- 
fufed  State  of  the  Galleon^  and  the  motley 
Crew  affemhkd  on  Board  her — Anchorage 
near  the  IJland  of  Guam — Population  of 
this  IJland — its  natural  Produdlions  and 
Animals — Defcription  of  the  Inhabitants — •. 
the  Galleon  quits  her  Anchorage — encoun- 
ters a  violent  Storm— feeks  Shelter  in  the 
Road  of  the  IJland  of  Samar — Defcription. 
of  the  Champan^  an  Indian  Fejfel  of  a  curi- 
ous Stru5lure, 

XTT^E  failed  from  the  road  of  Acapulco, 
on  our  paffage  to  Manilla,  the  2d  of 
April  1768,  with  the  wind  in  the  north- 
weft,  fleering  towards  the  S.  and  S.  S.  W. 
It  is  neceflary  to  have  had  the  mortification 
of  taking  a  paiTage  in  a  Spani(h  galleon,  to 
have  an  idea^of  the  horrid  confufion  which 
now  prcfented  itfelf ;  and  yet  I  was  afiured 
our  prefent  condition  was,  in  every  refpe(51:, 
quiet  and  orderly,  compared  with  the  crowded 
and  tumukuous  plight  of  this  vefTel  on  her 

laft 
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laft  voyage  from  Manilla.  Though  of  only 
five  hundred  tons,  fhe  carried,  befides  the 
fhip's  company,  convidls,  monks,  women, 
merchants,  officers,  civil  and  military,  with  a 
large  detachment  of  clerks.  The  emolu- 
ments of  an  officer  in  the  ferviceof  the  gal- 
leon, exclufive  of  the  advantages  of  trade, 
are  very  confiderable  ;  and  his  place,  faleable 
at  the  end  of  each  voyage,  is  often  vefted  in 
a  perfon  who  has  not  the  fmalleft  preteniions 
to  the  chara£ler  of  a  failor.  The  pilots  alone 
are  entrufted  with  navigating  the  fhip,  and 
have  the  rank  of  major  in  the  king's  fervice. 
I  found  it  was  a  regulation  on  board,  that 
each  perfon  fliould  lay  in  his  own  water  and 
ftores,  and  eat  apart  by  himfelf.  The  crew 
were  not  even  provided  with  a  common  kettle, 
whilft  fome  individuals  had  one  each  for  his 
own  particular  ufe.  As  each  common  failor 
on  board  the  galleon  was  allowed  a  couple 
of  fervants  to  attend  him,  our  domeftics 
were  more  numerous  than  their  mafters, 
and  being  without  all  order  and  difcipline, 
gave  occafion  to  intolerable  uproar.  Not 
having  had  it  in  my  power  to  purchafe  pro- 
viiions  for  my  paflage  at  Acapuico,  fome 
M  4  day^ 
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days  after  our  departure  I  made  an  agree-; 
ment,  in  confequence  of  which  I  meffed 
with  one  of  the  pilots. 

Havino;  reached  the  thirteenth  degree  of 
latitude,  we  fiood  W.  and  S.  W.  with  a  faint 
breeze  at  E.  and  E.  N.  E.  fcarcely  fufficient 
to  till  our  fails,  but  which,  notwithftanding, 
being;  ileadv,  we  made  confiderable  wav. 
In  thefe  regions,  as  at  Acapulco,  the  horizon 
is  conftantly  hazy,  and  the  heat  of  the  at- 
mofphere  clofe  and  oppreffive.  We  had 
frequent  lightning  during  the  night,  accom- 
panied with  loud  claps  of  thunder.  Having 
arrived  at  the  tenth  decree  of  northern  lati- 
tude,  we  continued  our  courfe,  varying  be- 
tween the  ninth  and  eleventh,  and  were  up- 
wards of  fifteen  days  without  touchins;  a  fail. 
The  wind,  frefliening  a  little  in  the  fame 
quarter  of  the  eaft,  the  Iky  became  perfedly 
iereue,  and  the  rate  of  our  going  was  accele- 
rated, with  the  fineft  weather,  and  the  mofl 
beautiful  fea  in  the  world. 

On  the  15th  of  May  we  obferved  flying- 
fiHies,  with  wings  of  a  reddifli  colour,  where- 
as the  wings  of  fuch  as  I  had  hitherto  met 
with  were  of  a  dufky  white.     On  the  20th 

we 
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we  favv  feveral  kinds  of  fea-fowls  ;  and  from 
the  20th  to  the  30th  we  were  admonifhed 
by  thunder,  lightning,  and  flocks  of  fmall 
birds,  to  be  on  our  guard  againft  certain 
rocks  and  fand-banks  fituated  about  four 
hundred  leagues  eaft  of  the  Marian,  or  La- 
drone  iflands. 

Standing  for  fome  days  between  the  twelfth 
and  thirteenth  degree,  on  the  pth  of  June, 
with  the  wind  always  E.  and  E.  N.  E.  we 
difcovered  mountains  in  the  E.  N.  E.  of  the 
ifland  Guam.  This  is  the  only  one  of  the 
Marian  ifles  on  which  the  Spaniards  have  a 
fettlement ;  and  their  new  governor  being  in 
the  galleon,  we  came  to  anchor  the  following 
day,  fouth  of  the  ifland,  in  thirty  fathoms 
water.  We  lay  at  the  diftance  of  a  cannon- 
(hot  from  land,  oppofite  to  a  fmall  fort,  and 
a  village  of  Indians.  This  fort  is  only  three 
leagues  from  the  principal  town,  which  is 
the  ordinary  refidence  of  the  governor,  as 
well  as  of  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. It  is  of  fome  extent,  and  ftands  on 
the  border  of  a  little  river,  at  the  mouth  of 
which  is  a  road  for  ihipping,  tolerably  fafe 
during  the    fummer  months.     The  place-, 

liowever, 
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however,  where  we  dropped  anchor,  being 
proteded  from  the  north-weft  winds,  which, 
as  the  rains  had  begun  to  fall,  were  now  pre- 
valent, we  deemed  flill  more  fecure.  In  the 
E.  and  N.  E.  we  faw  a  little  ifland  co- 
vered v^'ith  cocoa-trees,  and  feparated  from 
the  main  land  by  a  large  fhoal  of  a  whitiih 
colour.  It  had  been  tifual  to  fend  a  vefl'el 
from  Manilla  to  this  ifland  once  in  two  or 
three  years  ;  but  ov/ing  to  lome  accident  it 
was  now  eight  fince  the  inhabitants  had  feen 
a  fl:ran2;er  on  fhore. 

The  natives  of  Guam  are  tall  and  well 
made  ;  and,  as  far  as  one  is  warranted  to 
judge  from  the  expreilion  of  the  face,  are  of 
an  open  and  generous  character.  It  was 
here  I  firfl  met  with  the  cuftom  of  chewing 
betel,  which  is  the  leaf  of  a  flirub  of  the  fame 
name.  This  leaf,  when  fmeared  over  with 
flaked  lime,  and  Avrapped  round  a  parcel  of 
a  fpecies  of  nutmeg  obtained  from  a  tree 
named  areca^  is  put  in  the  mouth,  and  after 
being  chewed  for  fome  time  produces  an  ir- 
ritation on  the  palate,  and  a  reddifh  faliva. 
It  affords  the  Indian  a  very  fenfible  degree 
cfpleafure;  ^nd  the  ufe  of  it  to  many  in 
I  thofe 


BY   SEA   AND    LAND.  17I 

thofe  regions  becomes  equally  neceffary  as 
fiiufFto  an  European.  The  coarfe  and  {en- 
fual  among  the  people  mix  it  up  with  to- 
bacco, opium,  and  other  rank  drugs  :  but  in 
the  mouth  of  the  Indian  this  compoiition 
exhales  a  very  grateful  odour,  which  he  has 
much  fatisfa(£lion  in  imparting  to  his  compa- 
nions ;  and  when  a  woman  chufes  to  favour 
her  admirer  with  a  portion  of  her  maflicated 
betel,  he  receives  it  as  a  pledge  of  peculiar 
complacency  and  friendHiip.  For  my  part, 
besides  its  extreme  heat  and  pungency  on 
the  palate,  and  the  difgufting  efFe6t  of  per- 
petually fpitting  a  kind  of  reddifli  vifcous 
matter,  it  never  gave  me  the  fmallefl  plea- 
fure,  nor  do  I  believe  I  fliould  ever  be  able 
to  acquire  the  habit  of  ufing  it.  We  met 
here  with  an  excellent  kind  of  brandy,  ma- 
nufactured from  the  fermented  juice  of  the 
cocoa-tree.  I  remember  to  have  feen  brandy 
equally  good  in  New  Spain,  made  from  the 
juice  of  a  fpecies  of  aloes,  whofe  fibres  arc 
ftrong  and  ufeful  to  the  natives  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  thread, 

^     The  natives  of  the  Phillippine  Ifles  pre- 
tend, that  the  inhabitants  of  Guam,   and  the 

other 
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Other  Marian  Iflands,  are  originally  defcended 
in  colonies  from  them  ;  an  opinion  which  I 
think  by  no  means  improbable.  The  Indi- 
ans on  this  itland  may  be  computed  at  about 
ten  thoufand,  and  are  diftributed  into  feven 
or  eight  villages.  The  foil  is  extremely  fer- 
tile, producing  rice,  Indian  corn,  and  vege- 
tables in  abundance.  There  are  fome  cows, 
plenty  of  poultry,  and  many  different  kinds 
of  fruit.  The  only  fpecies,  however,  of  this 
laft,  which  I  was  not  acquainted  with  before, 
is  in  this  country  named  rima^  or  the  fruit 
of  the  bread-tree.  The  bread-fruit  is  be- 
tween five  and  fix  inches  in  diameter,  has  a 
rough  llvin  like  the  coarfeft  fliagreen,  and 
confifls  internally  of  a  yellowifh  fubflance, 
which  the  Indians  prepare  for  their  ufe  by 
boiling,  and  afterwards  roafling  on  the  em- 
bers. The  bread-tree,  the  cocoa,  and.fig- 
bannan,  are  common  in  the  woods  of  Guam  ; 
and  the  face  of  the  country  prefents  num- 
berlefs  beautifully  diverfified  landfcapes, 
confifling  of  lawns,  high  woody  hills,  and 
vallies  in  excellent  cultivation.     The  prin- 

*  At  Tinian,  near  Guam,  Anfon  and  his  crew  liyed 
feveral  weeks  on  the  fruit  of  the  rima.— See  his  Voyages. 

cfpal 
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cipal  town,  at  the  diftance  of  four  leagues  in 
the  country,  is  fituated  on  the  north-weft 
of  the  iiland,  on  the  border  of  a  confide- 
rable  river,  at  the  mouth  of  which  Ihips  may 
anchor,  but  the  road  is  by  no  means  one  of 
the  heft. 

Having  taken  in  frefh  water  and  provi- 
(ions,    and    received   the   late    governor  on 
board  ;   we  again  put  to  fea  on  the  15th  of 
June,  and  as  it  was  now  the  feafon  of  the  pe- 
riodical rains,   we  quitted  Guam  with  little 
regret.     We  ftood  weft  and  a  quarter  north- 
weft,  with  a  gentle  breeze  from  the  eaft,  but 
on  the  25th  the  wind  changed  to  the  north, 
accompanied  with  frequent  calms.    We  had 
hitherto  enjoyed  an  excellent  paftage,  and 
were  nov>^  only  an  hundred  leagues  from  the 
Phillippine  Ifies ;    but  here  the  fky  became 
fuddeniy  overcaft,   and  the  weather  rough 
and  tempeftuous.     On  the  30th  the  wind 
blew  with   increafmg  violence,  the  fqualls 
became  more  frequent,   and  the  atmofphere 
appeared   every    where   loaded   with    black 
lowering  clouds.     Early  en  the  8th  of  July 
the  wind  fhifted  to  the  fouth,    and  for  the 
fpace  of  feven  days  blew  a  furious  ftorm,  in 

the 
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the  courfe  of  which  we  loft  a  part  of  our 
rudder,  and  fuffered  in  other  refpefts  confi- 
derable  damage.  On  other  occaiions,  I  have 
been  expofed  to  wiiids  of  equal  violence,  but 
in  my  experience  as  a  feaman  I  never  faw 
them  convulfe  the  elements  in  the  fame  fub- 
limely  great  and  awful  manner.  On  the 
27th  the  ftorm  abated,  and  the  weather 
clearing  up,  we  found  we  had  been  carried 
greatly  to  the  northward  of  pur  courfe. 
Having  regulated  our  courfe  in  the  beft  man- 
ner we  could,  confidering  the  ftate  of  the 
atmofphere,  on  the  24th  v*^e  difcovered  land, 
which  we  took  for  the  ifland  Samar, 
where  it  borders  on  the  ftreights  of  San  Ju- 
annico.  It  was  nov/  a  month  fince  we  had 
been  able  to  take  an  obfervation  of  the  fun  ; 
and  we  perceived  we  were  coniiderably  to 
the  fouth  of  Cape  Spiritu  Santo,  after  which 
we  intended  to  have  dire6led  our  courfe. 
Upon  our  approaching  land  we  had  at  one 
time  a  dead  calm,  at  another  a  perfedl  ftorm, 
the  current  meanwhile  hurrying  us  rapidly 
towards  the  fouth-fouth-weft.  The  weather 
becoming  again  violently  tempeftuous,  we 
were  obliged  to  ftand  out  to  fea,  and  contend 

with. 


BY    SEA    AND    LAND.  1 75 

with  a  fecoiid  ftorm ;  which,  however,  lafted 
only  five  days,  and  was  in  no  refpe6l  to  be 
compared  with  the  former.  Having  at 
length  come  in  view  of  Cape  Spiritu  Santo, 
we  made  towards  the  fhore  :  and  as  the 
boifterous  weft  winds  now  prevailed,  and  we 
were  ftlll  a  hundred  leagues  from  Manilla, 
acrofs  a  dangerous  Archipelago,  it  was 
thought  unadvifeable  to  attempt  this  naviga- 
tion fo  late  in  the  feafon.  It  was  therefore 
refolved  to  put  in  and  winter  on  the  Ifland 
Samar ;  and  accordingly,  on  the  ift  of 
Auguft,  having  entered  a  fpacious  road 
formed  by  three  iflands  at  the  mouth  of  a 
river  which  is  named  Palapa,  from  an  adja- 
cent village,  we  came  to  an  anchor  in  feven 
fathoms  water. 

The  landing-place  at  Cape  Spiritu  Santo, 
is  to  be  dlftinguifhed  by  means  of  a  high 
flat-topped  mountain,  which  appears  in  the 
weft  of  it,  and  is  named  Menfa,  or  the  Table 
of  Palapa.  Here  the  hnd  recedes  from  the 
eye  towards  the  place  where  we  moored, 
which  is  about  fix   leag-ues  weft  from  the 

o 

cape.      As   the  fhip  approaches   the  fhore, 
the  pilot  may  obferve  a  clufter  of  little  hills 

in 
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in  the  fliape  of  fugar  loaves  on  the  main  land, 
and  clofe  to  the  ifland  Quiprau,  the  moft 
eaftward  of  the  three  above  mentioned.  The 
The  ifland  Cagayagan  is  fituated  to  the  weft, 
and  that  of  Lawaii  to  the  fouth  of  it,  and 
confequently  nearer  the  main  land.  Between 
Quiprau   and    the    (hore    is  the    north*eaft 
mouth  of  the  Palapa,   which  is  indeed  the 
widefl: ;  but,  beiides  being  deficient  in  depth 
of  water,   it  is  much  embarrafled  with  many 
dangerous  rocks.     It  is  therefore  advifeable 
to  go  on,  keeping  the  land  at  the  diftance  of 
three  leagues  ;  and  as  foon  as  you  have  pafled 
t^e,  ifland  Quiprau,   the  proper  entrance  to 
the  road  opens  to  view.     Two  prominent 
points,     however,     extending     from    thefe 
iflands  in  funk  rocks  and  land-banks  about 
a  league  into  the  fea,   which  may  be  feen 
from  the  maft*s  head,   fometimes  of  a  light, 
aiid   fometimes  of  a  dark  colour,  render  it 
iiecefiary  to  ftretch  a  little  more  to  the  north- 
eail:.      Steering  fouth-fouth-eaft,   you   will 
prefently   enter    between   the   two  iflands„ 
then  keep    the    cape    immediately    over   a 
little    uninhabited    ifland,      which   is   ufed 
as  a  burying-grouiid  by  the  Indians.     Here 

the 
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the  fhip  enters  a  noble  road,  four  leagues  ia 
length  and  two  in  breadth  ;  but  if  it  is  her 
purpofe  to  winter  at  Samar,  flie  ought  to 
proceed  to  the  fouth-eafl  mouth  of  Palapa, 
where  (he  will  lie  in  equal  iecurity  as  in  any 
harbour  in  the  world.  The  watering  place 
is  fouth  from  the  entrance,  and  upon  the 
ifland  Lawan,  the  only  one  of  the  three  that 
is  inhabited. 

The  firfl:  refrefhments  we  received  from 
this  iiland  we  might  be  properly  faid  to  de- 
vour ;  for  as  foon  as  it  began  to  blow  we 
were  reduced  to  the  fhort  allowance  of  five 
ounces  of  bifcuit,  and  a  fmali  portion  of 
rain-water,  which  was  corrupted  by  the 
waves  breaking  over  the  (hip  and  mixing 
with  our  flores  during  the  florm.  As  we 
were  entirely  uncertain,  in  cafe  we  fliould 
mifs  the  road  of  Palapa,  of  the  duration  of 
our  paffage,  the  galleon's  company  foirnd  it 
their  interefl  as  well  as  duty  to  acquiefce  in 
this  diminution  of  their  fubfiftence,  Bu^ 
this  country,  fo  abundant  in  every  good 
thing,  foon  effaced  the  remembrance  of  all, 
thofe  dangers  and  hardfhips  from  which  we 
had  jufl  efcaped.  The  galleon  was  now 
Vol,  I.  N  furrounded 
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furrounded  with  numberlefs  canoes,  mingled 
with  little  veffels  named  champan,  which 
contained  a  plentiful  fupply  of  proviiions 
from  Samar. 

The  champan  is  a  veffel  in  life  among 
thefe  Indians,  as  well  as  the  inhabitants  of 
the  whole  coaft  which  borders  on  the  Chi- 
iiefe  gulph,  I  mean  from  China  to  the  king- 
dom of  Malacca,  and  from  Sumatra  to  the 
iflands  of  Japan.  It  is  fliort,  broad,  and 
very  high,  having  one  maft  towards  the 
head,  and  another  towards  the  ftern.  The 
rudder  made  hollow,  to  prevent  its  being 
heavy  and  unwieldy,  has  more  furface  than 
that  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  gun  fhip. 
Little  cots  of  bamboo  appear  in  three  divi- 
fions  on  deck,  but  difpofed  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  leave  a  clear  fpace  before  each  maft. 
Thefe  veffels,  however,  the  largeft  of  which 
had  three  mafts,  and  was  made  to  carry 
five  hundred  tons,  are  much  better  failors 
than  an  European  would  be  apt  to  imagine. 
The  natives  of  thefe  iflands  are  fiill  ftrangers 
to  the  ufe  of  flags,  and  content  themfelves 
with  a  fort  of  ftreamer  at  the  top  of  the 
rpain-maft. 

CHAP, 
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C  H  A  P.      XX. 

7he  Author  embarks  hi  an  Indian  Canoe  for 
Manilla — Is  driven  to  the  beach  of  a  barren 
IJland  to  feek  Shelter  from  a  Storm — the 
Drefs  and  j^rmour  of  the  native  Indians 
defcrlhed — they  exhibit  a  Sham  Fight — he 
meets  with  a  hofpltable  Reception  front 
them — Arrival  at  Lawan — Defcrlptlon  of 
this  Village^  from  whence  the  Author  prO" 
ceeds  to  Catarman. 

TT  ?"£  were  now  riding  fafely  at  anchor  in 
the  mouth  of  the  Palapa  ;  and  I  be- 
gan to  think  of  proceeding  by  the  moft  expe- 
ditious means  in  my  power  directly  to  Manilla. 
Had  I  been  able  to  accomplifh  my  firfl  idea, 
I  fhould  have  been  obliged  to  travel  thither 
chiefly  by  land.  Upon  inquiry  I  found  that 
the  weflern  point  of  Samar  is  feparated  from 
the  eaft  coafl:  of  Luconia  only  by  a  ftrait 
of  five  leagues  ;  and  there  being  among  the 
canoes  which  firfl  joined  the  galleon,  one  be- 
longino;  to  the  natives  of  a  little  ifland  in  the 

o     o 

vicinity  of  this  ftrait,   I  propofed    to  avail 
N  3  myfelf 
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mjfelf  of  their  contiguity  to  Luconia;  an 
accordingly,  having  obtained  leave  to  ac- 
company them  on  their  return,  I  embarked 
on  board  their  canoe.  This  little  bark  was 
of  a  homely  conflruclion,  and  by  far  too  low 
in  the  timbers  for  the  open  fea.  A  fplit 
bamboo,  whofe  two  limbs  united  above, 
funk  into  a  plank  of  wood  faftened  to  the 
boat,  ferved  for  mafts  and  Ihrouds.  The  fail 
was  a  flieet  of  leaves  coarfely  fewed  toge- 
ther ;  and  the  rigging  had  been  made  wholly 
from  the  bark  of  trees.  A  rude  branch 
having  tvv^o  wooden  claws,  and  in  fome  de- 
gree ihaped  like  our  own,  was  in  lieu  of  an 
anchor.  The  cables  con  filled  of  different 
flioots  of  the  routan  plant  laid  together,  and 
bound  or  hooped,  not  bruifed  and  twifted 
like  thofe  ufed  by  the  Chinefe.  A  hand- 
fpike,  with  a  pi_'ce  of  board  fixed  to  its  end, 
performed  the  office  of  an  oar.  Four  large 
bamboos,  difpofed  in  the  form  of  a  pifture- 
frame,  and  placed  acrols  the  canoe,  were  in- 
tended to  regulate  her  motion  ;  and  a  mafly 
ftone  in  each  extremity  of  the  hull  ferved 
for  ballaft.  But  {till  this  very  fimple  piece 
of  mechanifm  tended   to  the  fame  purpoie 

ab 
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as    that    of  the  moil    improved   tranfport 
ill  Europe. 

Having  put  oiFfrotn  the  galleon,  I  began 
to  reflect  on  my  lituation  ;  and  was  extreme- 
ly at  a  lofs  whether  I  had  mofl:  reafon  to  ad- 
mire or  dread  the  rude  induflry  of  my  com- 
panions.    I  got   rid  of   my   difquietude  as 
fbon  as  poffible,  and  at  laft  became  charmed 
with  the  novelty  of  the  objects  around  me. 
We  had  reached  the  open  fea,  and  were  row- 
ing weftward  upon  a  point  of  land  about 
the  diftance  of  two  leagues,  when  we  were 
all  of  a  fudden  overtaken  by  a  ftorm  :   hap- 
pily it  was  of  fhort  continuance,  but  it  ended 
in  an  abundant  fall  of  rain,  which  in  a  few 
moments  had  almofl  filled  the  canoe.     We 
baled  her  with  all  poffible  expedition  ;  and 
efcaped  without  fufFering  any  other  hard- 
fhip,  than  that  of  being  drenched  to  the 
{kin  ;  meanwhile  our  little  bark  went  fwift- 
ly  through  the  waves,   and  it  was  not  long 
before  we  arrived  at  our  intended  haven. 

Here  we  joined  a  number  of  canoes,  and 

a  crowd  of  Indians  on  the  beach,  who,   like 

ourfelves,   had  been   glad  to  make  the  bed 

of  their  way  from  the  violence  of  the  gale. 

N  3  Some 
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Some  of  thefe  favages  had  ftripped  off  their 
fhirts  in  order  to  preferve  them  from   the 
wet,    and    rolled    up    their    large   breeches 
above  the  loins  ;    others  were  drefled  in  a 
fort  of  bodice,  defcending  from  the  arm- pits 
to   the   middle  of  the  thigh,    and  a  wide 
cloak,  which  ferved  as  a  covering  to  their 
fhoulders.     The  whole  of  their  drefs  was 
made  from  a  fort  of  ftuffconiifting  of  woody 
iibres,  woven  in  the  loom  of  nature,   and 
found  in  their  forefls  adhering  to  the  bark  of 
the  cocoa-tree.     On  their  heads  was  worn 
a  round  hat,   refembling  the  fcale  of  a  ba- 
lance, only  a  little  more  convex.     It  was 
compofed  of  nipe-leaves,  attached  by  their 
twigs,  as  edging  to  the  circumference  of  a 
hoop,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  all  their  points 
united  in  the  center.     The  Ikin  of  the  rou- 
tan  twifted  into  a  fillet,   and  applied  to  the 
lov/er  furface  of  the   fcale,    embraced   the 
head,  and  formed  the  crown  of  the  hat.     In 
fhort,  what  with  the  frefh   verdure  of  the 
hat,  and  the  duiky  brown  colour  and  coarfe 
fabric  of  the  cloak  and  bodice,   prefenting 
in  a  fcaly  feries  the  arrangement  of  the  va- 
rious parts,  thefe  Indians  might  have  paffed 

in 
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in  a  warm    imas-iiiatiou  for    the   Genii  of 
the  woods. 

Their  armour  was  a  bad  Iword  or  cou- 
teau-de-chafle,  which  is  named  cm,  ov  cam- 
plan^  and  a  long  target,  intended  for  the 
defence  of  the  whole  body.  They  now 
prepared  to  exhibit,  by  way  of  amuferaent, 
a  fliam  fight,  in  which,  as  they  evaded  or 
repelled  the  blows  of  the  enemy,  they  dis- 
played a  thoufand  ftrange  contortions  behind 
their  fhields.  The  retreat,  as  well  as  the  af~ 
fault,  was  accompanied  by  leaps  and  fcreams 
of  a  mofl  extraordinary  and  inhuman  na- 
ture. The  noife  and  tumult  of  the  florm 
feemed  to  infpire  them  with  an  ecflafy  of 
joy  ;  for,  having  fixed  their  eyes  on  a  cloud, 
whence  had  jufl:  ifiued  a  flalh  of  lightning 
or  peal  of  thunder,  they  fet  up  a  yelling 
and  clamour,  which  probably  denoted  their 
triumph,  but  which  were  little  calculated 
to  excite  fimilar  fentiments  in  my  breaft. 
During  all  this  time  I  fat  under  a  rock,  where 
I  had  taken  fhelter  from  a  heavy  fail  of  rain, 
and  opened  my  eyes  wide  to  gaze  on  fo  won- 
derful a  fpedacle.  A  peculiar  novelty  in 
the  appearance  and  behaviour  of  thefe  fa- 
N  4.  va^es. 
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vages,  joined  to  my  total  ignorance  of  theif 
language,     fufpended   in    fome  degree   the 
ufual  exercife  of  my  faculties.  I  now  awaked 
as  from  a  dream,  and  aiked  myfelf  the  mean- 
ing of  thofe  enthufiaftic  expreflions  of  joy. 
Are  they  the  wanton  eiFufions  of  cruel  and 
barbarous  difpofitions  ?   or  are  they  merely 
the  idle  and  intemperate   blufter  of  levity 
and  courage  ?  I  flattered  myfelf  I  had  been 
able  to  diftinguifli   the  peculiar  fymptoms 
of  the  latter,  and  began  to  be  under  lefs  con- 
cern for  my  perfonal  fafety.    Still,  however, 
I  could  not  help  recollecting  the  jealoufy  I 
had  {&cn.  entertained  of  them  by  the  galle- 
on's company ;    a  jealoufy  which  prevented 
their  being  admitted  on  board,   except  in 
very  fmall  numbers,  and  which  I  found  to 
originate  in  their  fuppofed  alliance  with  the 
wild  Mahometans  and  favage  Indians  of  the 
Phillippine  Archipelago.   Hitherto  they  had 
not  deigned   to  take  the  fmallefl  notice  of 
me,  and  therefore  I  became  afraid,  left  they 
{hould  be  ftill  in  a  barbarous  and  wanderinsf 
flate  of  favage  life,  and  enemies  to  the  Spa- 
niards, and  that  all  I  had  yet  feen  was  only 
the  prelude  to  a  human  facrince, 

I  By 
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By  and  bye,  they  were  joined  by  others 
in  lefs  extraordinary  apparel,  who,  after  fur* 
veying  me  from  head  to  foot,  prefented  me 
with  a  di(h  of  rice.  My  mind  was  ftill  in 
a  flate  of  agitation,  but  in  my  prefent  fitua- 
tion  I  had  too  much  occafion  for  a  friend, 
not  to  take  what  was  offered  me  with  every 
poffible  exprefiion  of  gratitude. 

This  rice  w^as  drefled  in  a  piece  of  bam- 
boo>  pierced  in  the  manner  of  a  fieve, 
which,  being  covered  with  a  hd,  is  inclofed 
in  another  of  a  larger  lize,  and  containing  a 
certain  quantity  of  v/ater.  The  outer  veilel 
being  made  clofe  in  like  manner,  the  whole 
is  placed  over  a  flow  fire  ;  and  as  the  water 
is  abforbed  by  the  rice  in  the  action  of  boil- 
ing, fo  the  lurface  of  the  bamboo,  which  is 
applied  to  the  fire,  is  prevented  from  being 
confumed  by  the  humidity  it  imbibes  from 
within.  Whenever  they  have  occafion  for 
a  fire,  it  is  obtained  by  the  fimple  method  of 
rubbing  two  pieces  of  bamboo  againfl  one 
another. 

The  ftorm  abated,  and  v/e  again  em- 
barked in  our  canoe,  quitting  a  barren 
ifland,  my  Ihort  abode  on  which  made  fuch 

*n 
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an  impreffioQ  on  my  mind,  that  at  this 
moment  it  occurs  to  my  recoUedlion  hke  a 
fairy  tale.  We  proceeded  weftward,  through 
a  channel  formed  hy  this  and  another  ifland 
nearer  the  main  land  ;  but  though  I  faw 
many  canoes  pafiing  and  repaffing  between 
the  galleon  and  the  adjacent  iflands,  I 
could  not  perceive  a  fingle  hut,  nor  the 
fmaliefl:  vefrige  of  cultivation.  Having  paf- 
fed  a  flrait  lying  between  two  points  of  thefe 
iflands,  we  entered  the  main  fea,  and  coaft- 
ed  weftward.  We  were  deterred  from  ven-» 
turing  to  any  confiderable  diftance  from 
land,  by  reafon  of  the  fmall  fize  and  frail 
condition  of  our  canoe  ;  and  this  confidera- 
tion  inducing;  iis  to  keen  near  the  breakers, 
we  were  at  times  in  danger  of  beino;  overfet 
hy  the  waves.  We  rowed  round  a  fharp 
point  of  land,  and  law  through  the  trees,  a 
village  named  Lawan,  which,  with  a  church 
aiid  convent,  is  protected  by  a  little  fort  erec- 
ted on  aa  eminence  near  the  fliore.  The 
huts  of  the  Indians  v/ere  fcattered  over  a 
neighbouring  wood,  which,  from  an  ex- 
treme luxuriance  of  foil,  was  become  thick 
and  difficult  of  accefs.  Thefe  Indian  habi- 
tations 


BY    SEA    AND    LAND.  187 

tatioiis  1  couid  compare  to  nothing  with 
^qual  propriety  as  to  fo  many  bird  cages ; 
which  being  either  fquare  and  grated  with 
the  bamboo,  or  oblong  and  open  to  the  day, 
were  perched  upon  flakes  ;  and,  owing  to 
the  motion  of  the  people  within,  in  a  con- 
ftant  ftate  of  vacillation,  which  produced  to 
the  eye  of  a  fpe6lator  the  ufual  effects  of 
birds  in  a  cage. 

At  landing  I  went  to  pay  my  refpecls  to 
the  parifh  pried:,  who  was  a  jefuit,  as  indee'd 
at  that  time  were  all  the  ecclefiaftics  of  thefe 
iflands.     He  received  me  with  fome  civility, 
and  here  I  ate,   for  the  firfl:  time,   the  eggs 
of  a  bird  named  tahoji,  which  are  as  large  as 
thofe  of  a  goofe,   though  laid  by  an  animal 
no  bigger  than  a  turtle-dove.     When  the  fe- 
male tabon  is  about  to  lay,  (he  makes  a  deep 
winding  hole  in  the  fand,  and  having  depo- 
(ited    her  egg,    inftantly   fills    it   up,     and 
fmooths  over  the  furface  as  before.     In  due 
time  the  heat  of  the  fun  having  hatched  the 
eggs,  the  chicks  begin  to  fcratch  their  way 
towards  the  light ;    but  as  it  often  happens 
that  in  this  effort  they  fcratch  either  down- 
ward 
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\vard  or  horizontally,  they  are  fufFocated  in 
numbers  In  the  fand. 

Departing  from  La  wan  at  fun-fet,  in  order 
to  enjoy  the  calm  of  the  ev^ening,  we  rowed 
ftill  weftward  along  the  Ihore,  direding  our 
cfourfe  to  Catarman.     My  Indians  were  ex- 
cellent rowers,  and  the  canoe  making  good 
way,  we  proceeded  twelve  leagues  before  the 
dawn  of  the  morning.     I  was,  however,  by 
no  means  at  eafe  with  refpefl  to  my  compa- 
nions ;   for  though  a  ftranger  to  their  lan- 
guage,  I    could   eafily  perceive  that   their 
converfatlon  often   had  a  reference  to  me  ; 
and  at  one  time,   under  the  colour  of  their 
ufual  figns  and   geftures,   preffing  upon  me 
with  rude  familiarity,  they  feemed,  as  I  ap- 
prehended,  to  have  a  defign  upon  my  poc- 
kets.    It  is  poffible,  however,   that  in   the 
then  fever! fli  fbate  of  my  mind  I  may  have 
mliinterpreted  their  defigns  ;   although  they 
ftill  appear  to  me  a  little  more  than  equivo- 
cal.    Perfevering  In  my  purpofe  of  falHng 
in  the  only  vefTel  which  goes  from  Manilla 
to  the  harbour  of  Canton  during  the  feafon, 
J  was  prepared  to  meet  with  patience  and 
conftancy  everj  fpecies  of  danger.     Soon  af- 
ter 
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ter  my  arrival  at  Catarman,  I  learned  that  ia 
jhe  courfe  of  the  night  we  had  made  a  provi- 
dential efcape  ;  for  near  certain  rocks,  and  at 
the  precife  hour  we  mufl  have  pafied  them, 
the  Mahometan  pirates  had  taken  and  pil- 
laged three  canoes,  and  carried  their  crews 
into  captivity.  This  news  was  reported  by 
a  few  of  the  hands,  who,  favoured  by  the 
obfcurity  of  the  night,  had  been  able  to  make 
their  efcape  by  fwimming.  I  was  belides 
informed,  that  the  Indians  by  whom  I  was 
accompanied  were  natives  of  Captd,  an  ifland 
which  for  a  long  time,  without  either  prieft 
or  governor,  had  renounced  every  kind  of 
intercourfe  with  Europeans.  It  was  added, 
that  thefe  iflanders  not  only  afford  an  afylum 
to  Mahometans,  but  even  affifl  them  in 
committing  depredations  on  their  neigh- 
bours ;  and  hence  I  conjed:ured  that  the 
enemy's  having  obferved  and  recognized 
their  companions,  might  be  the  true  reafoii 
that  we  had  not  fhared  the  unhappy  fate  of 
the  other  canoes.  > 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XXI. 

The  Author  is  hofpltahly  entertained  at  Catar- 
man — the  Coajl  is  infejled  by  Moorijh  Pi- 
rates— Return    to  Samar — Defcr'tption   of 
this  IJland — harjh  and  defpotic  Government 
of  the  Jefuit  Mijionaries. 

A  T  Catarman  I  was  lodged  in  the  houfe 
•of  an  ecclefiaflic,  who  was  of  the 
fame  order  with  the  former  ;  and  though  I 
cannot  fay  the  reception  I  met  with  was  im- 
civil,  yet  it  was  accompanied  with  a  dif- 
agreeable  flatehnefs  of  manner.  He  was 
bufilv  employed  in  giving  audience  to  his 
people,  in  fettling  their  differences,  and  in 
prefcribing  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
good  order  of  his  flock.  Towards  evenino: 
a  boy,  who  appeared  to  be  a  domeftic,  re- 
queued that  I  would  pafs  into  an  adjacent 
room,  and  repofe  myfelf  on  the  fofa.  I 
obeyed,  and  followed  him  ;  but  we  had  no 
fooner  entered  the  apartment,  than  he  took 
his  leave,  and  locked  the  door  behind  him, 

I  pre- 
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I  prefently  heard  much  ooiie  and  buftle  of 
company  in  the  parlour  I  had  juft  quitted, 
and  above  all  the  voice  of  my  friend  the  je- 
fuit;  he  having  made  an  harangue,  obliged 
certain  perfons  to  make  an  apology  to 
others,  who,  from  the  tremulous  tone  of 
their  voices,  feemed  to  have  attained  the  in- 
firmities of  old  age.  His  addrefs  became 
dill  more  animated,  while  his  queftions  ge- 
nerally terminated  in  the  word  mangateau, 
which,  in  the  language  of  the  natives,  figni- 
fies  th'mg.  The  ceremony  ended  in  a  fevere 
caftlgation,  the  report  of  which  was  fuffici- 
ently  audible.  The  idea  of  the  inquilition. 
inftantly  prefented  itfelf  to  my  mind,  and  I 
remained  not  a  little  confounded.  At  fup- 
per,  however,  in  rendering  lome  account  of 
his  judicial  functions,  he  gave  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  inquiring  whether  the  difcipline  he 
infli£led  on  his  flock  regarded  matters  of  re- 
ligion,  or  merely  their  temporal  concerns. 
He  affured  me,  and  from  the  apparent  can- 
dour of  his  charader  I  am  not  inclined  to 
queftion  his  fincerity,  that  it  was  nothing 
jpore  than  the  exercife  of  civil  police,   and 

had 
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had  no  concern  whatever  with  the  objeds  of 
tneir  belief. 

Catarman  in  the  language  of  Samar  figni- 
fies  cape   or  promontory ;    and   this   place 
being  only  fourteen   leagues  from  Palapa, 
there  ftill  remained  eight  or  ten  to  Luco- 
nia.     It  was  now  my  earnefh  deiire  to  fail 
diredly  to  this  ifland,  but  the  ftraits  of  San 
Bernardino,  which  I  was  neceffarily  to  pafs, 
being  infefted  by  cruifers  belonging  to  the 
Mahometans   and    Indians    of    Mindanao, 
Holo,    Borneo,    Paragoa,   and  other  places 
Situated   between  the  Phillippine  and   Mo- 
lucca ifles,   no  perfon  was  to  be  found  who 
would    undertake     to    be    my   conductor. 
Here  I  difmiffed   my  Indians  of  Capul,  for 
after  the  accounts   I  had  juil   received   of 
their  countrymen,   I  would  not  venture  to 
truft  myfelf  longer  in  their  hands.     The 
very  name  of  the  Mahometans  who  infeft 
the  coafls  of  the  Bidayan,  as  well  as  of  thofe 
of  the  Luconian  ifles,   feems  to  infpire  the 
Catholic     Indians     with     extreme     terror. 
Hence  the  pirates  have  the  infolence  to  ap- 
pear on  lliore  ;   and  frequently  carry  off  the 
inhabitants  of  Luconia  from  under  the  very 

walls 
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walls  of  Manilla  without  oppofitlon.  But 
befides  the  imminent  danger  of  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  ferocious  MulTslmen,  I  re- 
ceived many  accounts,  probably  exagge- 
rated, of  the  extreme  difficulty  of  travelling 
by  land  from  San  Bernardino  to  the  city  of 
Manilla.  This  was  reprefented  as  a  journey 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  leagues,  through  a 
country  which,  in  the  prefent  feafon  of  the 
year,  would  fcarcely  be  attempted  by  a  na- 
tive, who  is  commonly  little  fcrupulous  of 
purfuing  his  way  up  to  the  girdle  in  mire. 
It  was  ailed ged,  as  an  additional  aggrava- 
tion, that  in  the  whole  of  that  country  not 
a  fingle  beaft  is  to  be  found  for  the  purpofe 
of  the  faddle,  except  buffaloes,  and  they  only 
in  very  few  places.  But  on  the  other  hand, 
if  I  were  to  wait  the  failing  of  the  galleon 
iu  the  end  of  winter,  I  fhould  renounce  all 
hopes  of  going  in  the  only  vefiel  which  fails 
from  Manilla  to  Canton  in  the  courfe  of  the 
feafon.  Such  were  the  reSedions  which 
engaged  my  mind,  when  the  fentinels  Ra- 
tioned on  the  cape,  as  well  as  the  adjacent 
heights,  gave  notice  by  their  bell-drums  that 
the  Moorifh  caaoes  were  in  view.  The 
VoL.L  O  bell. 
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bell-drum,  better  known  perhaps  in  Europe 
by  the  name  tamtam^  conlifts  of  a  fheet  of 
metal  about  half  an  inch  in  thicknefs,  and  re- 
fembles  the  tamhour-de-bajqiie^  only  that  the 
furface  of  the  former  has  a  fmall  fpace  in 
the  middle,  concave  on  one  fide  and  convex 
on  the  other ;   and  though  inaudible  beyond 
the  diftance  of  four  hundred  paces,   owing 
perhaps   to   the  number    of  vibrations,    its 
found  is   more  univerfally   diffufed   within 
thofe  bounds  than  would  be  that  of  a  real 
bell.      This   inftrument    hangs    fufpended 
from  the  neck,  and  is  beaten  on  the  convex 
fide  with  a  kind  of  drumftick  muffled  in  a 
flip  of  cloth.     The  appearance  of  the  Ma- 
hometans, or  Moors,  as  they  are  named  by 
the  Spaniards,   at  different  times  fince   my 
arrival,   had  excited  much  conftemation  in 
the  minds   of  the  inhabitants  ;    and  now, 
having  no  option  but  to  abandon  my  defign 
of  proceeding  immediately  to  Manilla,  after 
a  (hort  flay  on  this  ifland  I  returned  to  my 
friends  at  Palapa. 

Upon  my  arrival  at  Samar,  I  found  that, 
except  the  crew,  not  one  perfon  remained 
in  the  galleon,   and,  therefore,  the  village, 

which 
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which  might  con  (ill:  of  a  hundred  houfes, 
was  completely  filled  by  the  paiiengers.  I 
was  fortunate  enough,  however,  to  find  to- 
lerable accommodation,  and  was  enabled  to 
pafs  my  time  on  this  iiland  in  a  manner 
much  to  my  liking.  Palapa  is  fituated  on  a 
river,  as  already  mentioned,  of  the  fame 
name,  at  the  diftance  of  two  leagues  from 
tlie  fea ;  and  the  fight  of  the  galleon  having 
attracted  the  Indians  of  Catarman,  Lawan, 
Catuby,  Ubi,  and  other  villages  to  the  ex- 
tent of  fifteen  leagues,  it  was  feen  at  prefent 
to  sreat  advantage.  "^ 

On  the  fouthern  fhore,  oppofite  to  the 
ifle  of  Leyte,  ftands  the  capital  of  the  ifland, 
named  Cabalongua^  which  is  the  refidencc 
of  the  governor,  commonly  the  only  lay 
Spaniard  in  Samar.  I  met  with  nothing 
particular  in  the  produdions  of  Cabalongua, 
except  a  fpeciesof  St.  Ignatius's  bean,  called 
in  the  language  of  the  natives,  pepitas  de  Ca- 
balongua. The  houfes  of  the  inhabitants 
are  conftru^^ed  of  the  bamboo,  and  thatched 
with  the  leaves  of  the  n'lpc^  a  fhrub as  com- 
mon as  it  is  u fef ul  in  thofe  parts.  The 
leaves,  being  doubled  and  fewed  to  a  fmall 
O  2  reed. 
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reed,  are  difpofed  on  the  roof  in  imitation  of 
European  flating.  The  body  of  the  build- 
ing is  raifed  to  fome  height  above  the  ground, 
and  refts  on  |^a  floor  of  fplit  bamboos,  the 
arrangement  of  which  is  fo  contrived  as  to 
have  the  appearance  of  a  cJofe  grating. 
One  object  of  this  floor  is  to  permit  a  circu- 
lation of  air,  as  well  as  the  efcape  of  vapours 
exhaled  from  the  foil  ;  circumftances  of 
great  benefit  to  the  health  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. 

,  From  the  arrival  to  the  failing  of  the 
galleon  my  time  was  chiefly  fpent  at  Ca- 
tarman,  La  wan,  or  Palapa,  which,  like  all 
the  other  villages  in  thofe  iflands,  have  each 
a  little  fortrefs,  including  the  church,  in  or- 
der that  upon  the  firft  appearance  of  the 
Moors,  the  inhabitants,  with  their  mofl:  va- 
luable effeds,  may  refort  thither  for  fafety. 

The  natives,  efpecially  fuch  as  refide  on 
the  fea  coafl:,  were  formerly  Mahometans  ; 
but  the  miffionary  Jefuits  having  converted 
them  to  the  religion  and  allegiance  of  Spain, 
now  exercife  over  them  an  authority  almofl: 
unlimited.  For  the  moft  trivial  offences, 
infants,   children,    men,   women,   old   and 

young, 
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young,  without  diflindion  of  rank,  age,  or 
fex,  are   fubjeded  to  the  difclpline  of  the 
whip  ;  and  the  afcendency  acquired  by  the 
clergy  over  the  minds  of  the  people  in  their 
refpedlive  parishes  is  fuch,   that   the  Indian, 
after  receiving  his  punifliment  with  humble 
fubmiffion,   thanks  the  Jefuit  for  his  good 
offices,  and  departs  fully  fatisfied  of  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  a  baftinado,  which  nothing  but  a 
zeal  for  his  welfare  could  have  induced  the 
prieft  to  inflidl.     The  cenfure  of  the  church 
is  in  general  attended  with   rqal  penitence 
on  the  part  of  the  offender  ;   who,  as  I  was 
aflured,   is  rarely  known  to  relapfe  into  the 
fame  fault.     Punifhment  is  always  executed 
in  public  ;   and  every  one  being  aware  that 
from  human  frailty  he  is  equally  liable  to  dif- 
cipiine,  flagellation  ftamps  no  difgrace  on  the 
character  of  the  delinquent.     The  Jefuits 
a're  at  great  pains  to  inltrud  the  people  in 
matters  of  religion  ;   and  hence,   befides  the 
ordinary  feflivals  of  the  church,   two  days 
of  the  week  are  fet  apart  for  divine  fervice, 
in  which  the  Indian  celebrates  the  praifes  of 
his  Creator  with  fuch  melody,  undion,  and 
ingenuous  fimplicity,    as  beftow  real  fubli- 
O  3  mity 
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mity  on  the  exercifcs  of  his  devotion.  I 
was  prefent  at  the  parochial  feaft,  which 
was  obferved  with  much  apparent  piety  by 
the  Indians,  though  in  a  manner  confonant 
to  the  genius  of  the  Spaniards.  In  the 
morning  the  banners  of  the  Virgin,  St.  Ig- 
natius, and  St.  Francis,  were  difplayed  from 
the  baftions  of  the  caftle,  and  faluted  at  the 
rifing  and  letting  of  the  fun  by  a  difcharge 
of  artillery.  0[i  this  occafion  it  had  been 
formerly  cuflomary  to  give  the  Indians  a 
ball  in  the  c'^.urch,  but  this  religious  dance 
having  been  found  to  terminate  fometimes 
in  irregularities,  it  was  now  abolifhed.— 
I  return  to  the  charafler  of  the  parochial 
clergy. 

The  Jefuit,  by  means  of  confefTion,  has 
accefs  to  the  moil  fecret  thoughts  of 
the  Indian,  who,  in  the  fimplicity  of  his 
heart,  fubmits,  not  only  his  offences,  but 
every  thing  that  is  either  the  obje6l  of  his 
hope  or  fear,  to  the  ear  of  his  paftor.  Ad- 
vice and  admonition  on  the  part  of  the 
priefl,  are  always  accompanied  with  fome 
fmall  prefent,  confifting  of  wine,  medicine, 
liquor,  or  animal  food  ;  and  thus,  by  min- 
i  shns 
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gling  kindnefs  with  feverity,  and  rewards 
with  pnnifliment,  the  natives  are  gradually 
reclaimed  from  their  ignorance  and  mifcon- 
dud:.  Like  good  children,  they  learn  to  re- 
Sfard  the  miffionarv  as  one  fent  from  Hea- 
ven  to  condud  them,  by  the  paths  of  peace 
and  innocence,  to  temporal  as  well  as  eter- 
nal happlnefs.  He  acquires  in  their  minds 
all  the  rights  and  confequence  of  an  earthly 
parent,  whom  nature  authorizes  to  eftablifh 
the  principles  of  virtue  and  good  order  in 
his  family.  Hence,  in  fituations  of  com- 
mon danger,  he  is  their  leader  by  fea  and 
land ;  and,  on  account  of  his  fuperior  wif- 
dom  and  courage,  is  looked  up  to  as  a  ftrong 
tower  aeainfl  the  invaiion  and  inroads  of 
the  Mahometans.  It  is  the  prerogative  of 
each  miffionary  in  his  own  parifh  to  ifibe 
orders  for  building  or  repairing  the  fort,  for 
providing  it  with  cannon  and  ammunition, 
and  for  the  conflruclion  of  war-canoes,  which 
he  frequently  commands  in  perfon.  He 
appoints  all  fubordinate  officers,  prefides  over 
the  difcipline  of  the  militia,  regulates  the 
number  of  guards,  and  even  direds  the  fen- 
tinel  to  his  proper  pofl:.  Laflly,  the  clergy 
O  4  of 
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of  Samar  are  the  friends  as  well  as  the  paf- 
torf,  the  temporal  as  well  as  the  fpiritual 
leaders  of  their  flock ;  and  among  them  I 
was  unable  to  difcover  either  the  imperious 
bigot,  or  the  low  Levite  who  earns  the  emo- 
luments of  his  profeffion  by  a  fludied  ac- 
commodation of  his  life  to  the  tafle  and 
humour  of  his  fuperiors. 

I  am  no  friend  to  the  exorbitant  power 
of  the  church  ;  but  whatever  be  the  ulti- 
mate views  of  monaftic  policy,  good  per- 
haps, in  fome  refpedls,  and  bad  in  others, 
I  muft  fay,  that  on  this  ifland  it  feems  to 
have  a  happy  influence  on  the  real  interefts 
of  the  people.  The  maxims  the  jefuits  ob- 
ferve  in  their  condud  here,  feem,  in  matters 
both  of  a  civil  and  fpiritual  nature,  much  to 
refemble  thofe  exercifed  by  their  brethren 
in  the  miffions  of  Paraguay  ;  though  the 
produd  of  the  people's  induftry  being  per- 
mitted to  remain  in  their  own  hands,  and  at 
their  ov^^n  difpofal,  is  a  circumftance  much 
to  the  credit  of  the  former.  I  cannot  con- 
clude my  encomium  on  thefe  men,  without 
obferving,  that  in  a  fituation  where  the  ex- 
treme attachment  of  the  natives  to  their  paf- 

tors 


BY   SEA    AND  LAND.  2Q1 

tors  might  with  little  encouragement  have 
given  occafion  to  all  the  evils  of  violence 
and  infurreflion,  I  faw  them  meet  the  edi£t 
for  the  abolition  of  their  order  with  the  de- 
ference due  to  civil  authority,  but  at  the 
fame  time  with  a  ftrength  and  firmnefs  of 
mind  truly  manly  and  heroic.  There  now 
only  remain  in  the  dominions  of  Spain  the 
jefuits  of  the  Marian  ifles,  whom  we  had 
no  authority  to  moleft  ;  and  in  America, 
thofe  of  California,  whom  the  natives,  un- 
der different  pretences,  had  hitherto  con- 
trived to  retain  in  the  country.  As  to  fuch 
as  were  formerly  fcattered  over  the  other 
parts  of  New  Spain,  they  had  long  lincc 
taken  their  paffage  for  Europe. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XXII. 

Produdilom  and  natural  Hi/lory  of  Samar, 
and  the  other  PhiWp'me  IJlands — various 
Particulars  re/peeling  the  Inhabitants, 

TN  this  ifland  the  foil  is  extremely  fertile, 
eafily  cultivated,  and  rewards  the  in- 
duftry  of  the  hulbandmaii  at  lead  forty  fold. 
Befides  other  grain,  the  Indians  fow  a  confi- 
derable  quantity  of  rice,  which  is  wholly 
intended  for  the  ufe  of  the  parochial  clergy, 
the  fettlement  of  Manilla,  and  the  governor 
of  the  province.  The  conlmon  food  of  the 
natives  confifts  chiefly  in  a  fpecies  of  potatoe, 
yams,  and  a  root  named  gaby.  Agreeably 
to  the  example  of  the  Indians,  Hived  entirely 
on  roots,  whofe  faccharine  tafte  is  more  plea- 
fant  than  the  uniform  infipidity  of  boiled 
rice.  At  firft  they  feemed  heavy  and  flatu- 
lent, but  foon  became  familiar  to  my  flo- 
mach  ;  and  I  v/as  convinced  in  the  end  that 
they  are  more  nutritive  to  the  body,  as  well 
as  more  relifning  to  the  tafte.  I  had  likewife 
for  my  confumption  a  good  deal   of  pork, 

which 
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which  is  fmallcr,  and  runs  more  in  fila- 
ments than  our's.  Thlsflefh,  though  black, 
and  confiftlng  of  ftrong  fibres,  like  thofe  of  the 
ox,  is  much  fweeter,  and  by  no  means  diffi- 
cult of  digeftion.  The  Indikn  has  a  furpri- 
fing  dexterity  at  difcovering  the  tabon's  nefl, 
and  is  fometimes  io  lucky  as  to  light  upon 
no  fewer  than  forty  in  one  hoard  ;  but  from 
the  fhort  experience  I  had  of  this  aliment, 
I  thought  it  heavy  and  indigellible.  From 
the  fap  of  the  cocoa,  nipe,  and  cabonegro- 
trees,  they  obtain  the  materials  for  an  ex- 
cellent fpecies  of  brandy.  The  lafl  of  thefe 
owes  its  name  to  the  black  colour  of  its 
fibres,  which  are  manuf3<5lured  by  the  na- 
tiv^es  into  cables,  and  different  kinds  of 
cordage.  Another  article  of  Indian  food  is 
the  fubftance  of  the  cocoa-nut,  which  is  eaten 
in  the  firft  ftage  of  congelation ;  for  after  it 
becomes  folid,  and  acquires,  in  fome  degree, 
the  tafte  of  a  frefh  ahnond,  it  ceafes  to  be 
equally  digeftible. 

The  only  inflrument  ufed  by  the  Indian, 
either  for  the  purpofes  of  war  orinduflry,  is 
a  couteau-de-chajje,  named,  as  is  above  men- 
tioned,  cris,   or  campilan  ;    an  inflrument 

which, 
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which,  after  lerving  him  againft  the  enemy, 
enables  him  to  cut  down  the  largeft  tree  of 
the  wood,  to  be  formed  into  a  canoe,  or  fplit 
into  deals  for  more  ordinary  ufes.  When 
the  campilan  has  been  fo  much  worn  as  to  he 
of  little  farther  fervice,  it  is  ftill  employed 
by  the  women  to  grub  up  a  light  foil,  in 
which  they  plant  yams,  potatoes,  and  other 
roots.  In  the  Ipace  of  two  months  thefe  are 
dug  up  in  a  flate  of  maturity,  and  of  a  won- 
derful lize,  infbmuch  that  within  the  com- 
pafsofeighty  yards  the  Indian  finds  his  annual 
fupply  of  thefe  articles  for  the  maintenance 
of  a  numerous  family. 

Sugar-canes,  cabbages,  garlic,  onions,  me- 
lons, Chinefe-oranges,  lemons,  vegetables,. 
and,  though  in  fmall  quantity,  feveral  other 
kinds  of  fruit,  little  known  in  Europe,  arc 
cultivated  on  this  ifland.  It  abounds  in 
figs,  of  which  I  reckoned  no  fewer  than 
thirteen  or  fourteen  different  fpecies,  with  a 
great  variety  of  perfumes.  The  natives  are 
inftrudled  to  give  particular  attention  to  the 
culture  of  the  cocoa-tree,  which  grows  here 
to  an  uncommon  fize.  Their  woods  produce 
the  j^ampkmousy   a  fpecies  of  orange  nearly 

five 
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five  inches  in  diameter,  pepper,  honey,  and 
wax.  Indeed,  all  thefe  iflands  are  emi- 
nently diftinguiflied  by  the  labours  of  the 
bee ;  and  hence,  I  have  feldom  made  an 
excurfion  into  the  woods  without  meeting 
with  numbers  of  bee-hives,  fufpended  hi 
the  form  of  oblons:  2;ourds  from  the  branches 
of  trees. 

The  bounty  of  Nature  to  Samar  is  no  lefs 
vifible  in  the  variety  and  excellence  of  its 
game.  The  woods  fwarm  with  birds  of 
almofl  every  defcription,  particularly  the 
common  fowl,  which  is  diftinguifhed,  how- 
ever, from  our's  by  the  fhortened  propor- 
tions of  her  body  and  legs.  The  colour  of 
the  hen  is  grey,  with  feathers  fpotted  like  a 
partridge.  There  arc  three  different  fpecies 
of  turtle-dove;  the  firft  grey,  and  as  large  as 
a  pullet ;  the  fecond  feems,  however,  to  be 
only  a  dwarfifh  breed  of  the  firll: ;  the  third 
is  green,  and  when  prepared  for  the  table 
affords  a  delicious  food.  I  met  with  a  bird, 
peculiar,  I  believe,  to  thefe  iflands,  named 
calao,  as  large  as  a  goofe,  and  agreeable  to 
the  tafle,  but  extremely  fliy  and  difficult  of 
approach.    He  frequents  low  fenny  grounds, 

perches 
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perches  on  the  tallefl:  trees,  and  flits  through 
the  air  with  fingular  rapidity.  This  bird 
may  be  diftingui(hed  by  a  large  red  oblong 
crown,  which  feems  to  he  of  the  fame  fub- 
flancewith,  and  indeed  only  a  continuation 
of  his  bill.  This  ornament,  added  to  his  (ize, 
gives  him  a  majeftic  air.  The  feathers  are 
black,  mixed  with  a  duiky  red.  I  had  the 
good  fortune  to  obtain  a  very  beautiful  head 
of  the  calao,  which  I  had  the  honour  to  pre- 
fent  to  the  academy  of  fciences  at  Paris. 
The  parroquet,  cockatoo,  and  another  pretty 
little  fpecies  of  the  fame  genus,  no  larger 
than  a  linnet,  are  furprifingly  plenty.  There 
is  alfo  found  here  a  very  fmall  bird  of  the 
diminutive  fize  of  a  wafp,  whofe  colours, 
coniifting  in  a  (hade  of  yellow,  mixed  with 
red  and  blue,  are  peculiarly  vivid  and  beau- 
tiful. Many  kinds  of  m.onkies,  one  of  which 
is  remarkably  large,  roe-bucks,  wild  buf- 
faloes, and  other  quadrupeds,  abound  in  the 
woods.  I  was  told  a  great  deal  concerning 
the  difference  of  fize  ;  and  peculiar  qualities 
of  their  ferpents,  but  I  confefs  I  faw  none 
either   fo   extrem.ely  large,    or  furprifingly 

fmall, 
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fmall,   as  to  juftify  the  reports  of  the  na- 
tives. 

In  thefe  favoured  ifles,  Nature  feems  to 
have  been  providently  mindfui  of  the  cloath- 
ing,  as  well  as  of  the  fubiiftence  of  the  in- 
habitants. The  foot  of  a  tall  fpecies  of  the 
Jig-bannan  conllfls  of  numberlefs  folds  of 
bark,  which,  at  a  certain  period  of  putre- 
fa(5lion,  are  fepar.J.bJe  without  art  or  diffi- 
culty. Thefe  pieced  together  afford  a  fpecies 
of  fine  linen,  harfh  indeed,  and  difagreeable 
to  the  ikin,  in  its  natural  ftate,  buT;  v/hich 
they  have  learned  to  render  fufficiently  foft 
and  pliable  by  a  preparation  of  lime.  Befides 
ferving  for  linen,  it  is  likewife  ufeful  for  the 
purpofes  of  cordage. 

Man,  laftly,  is  fed,  cloathed,  and  lodged, 
in  Samar  at  little  toil,  either  of  mind  or 
body.  The  rivers  are  every  where  fhaded 
with  the  bamboo,  and  the  woods  fupply  him 
with  the  nipe  and  routan,  two  fhrubs  which 
are  made  to  anfwer  all  the  purpofes  of  nails  ; 
and  fuch  is  the  dexterity  of  the  Indians  in 
uniting  the  different  pieces  of  bamboo,  that 
in  the  whole  conftrudtion  of  his  hut  neither 
iron  nor  any  other  metal  is  to  be  found. 

Two 
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Two  months  iaduftry  in  the  courfe  of  the 
year  fuffices  to  provide  for  the  wants  of  the 
people,  whofe  innocent  and  gentle  manners 
are  to  me  the  ftrongefl  proof  of  the  real  hap- 
pinefs  they  enjoy. 

The  deportment  of  the  men  is  eafy,  open, 
and  affable  ;   the  women  are  gay  and  lively, 
and  poflefs  in  fome  degree  the  flippancy  of 
the  coquette,   without,  however,   being  in- 
clined to  vice.     The  Indian  has  little  pro- 
penfity  to  labour,   but  he  cannot  be  accufed 
of  avoiding  it  when  any  emergency  renders 
it  expedient.     Vanity  and  lying  are  the  only 
immoralities  I  could  difcover  among  them  ; 
and,  though  I  have  not  found  them  prone 
either  to  jealoufy   or  theft,    they  feemed, 
however,  coniiderably  keen  in  their  dealings 
with  Europeans.   I  am  difpofed  to  believe  that 
the  Indian  poffelfes  a  fenlibility  of  mind  parti- 
cularly nice  and  delicate,    having  obferved 
in  the  exercife  of  his  friendfhips  a  warmth 
and  opennefs  of  heart  which  I  have  not  dil^ 
covered  in   an  equal  degree  in  any  other 
people. 

The  common  falute   between  the  fexes, 
and  of  affedion  among   relations,  is   here 

precede<J 
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preceded  by  a  gentle  afpiratioii  of  in- 
cenfe  on  that  part  of  the  face  to  which  the 
lips  are  meant  to  be  applied.  The  Biflayan 
Indians  in  general  difcover  a  natural  tafte  for 
mufic,  and  a  genius  for  the  mechanic  arts  ; 
and  I  am  convinced  that  nothing  but  want 
of  education  prevents  their  attaining  a  high 
degree  of  eminence  in  thefe  purfuits.  The 
flexibility  of  their  nerves  and  mufcles  may, 
perhaps,  fcarcely  be  credited  ;  but  the  fa<£t 
is,  that  they  handle  fmall  objeds  with  their 
feet  with  equal  eafe  and  dexterity  as  we  do 
with  our  hands  ;  and  can  exert  a  force  in 
pinching  with  their  toes,  not  lefs  than  that 
of  an  European  when  he  pinches  with  his 
fingers.  With  the  affiftance  of  his  campilan 
alone,  the  Indian  makes  his  violin  or  guitar, 
cuts  down  the  largeft  tree  in  the  forefl",  and 
and  ("hapes  and  hollows  it  into  the  form  of  a 
canoe.  At  one  time  it  is  ufed  to  carve  on 
the  bamboo  defigns  of  no  mean  effe6l,  for 
the  ornament  of  his  houfe  ;  at  another,  it  is 
turned  againfl  the  enemy  for  perfonal  defencq. 
This,  in  (hort,  feems  to  be  the  only  edged 
tool  known,  or  at  leaft  in  ufe,  among  the  In- 
dians of  Samar. 
Vol.  I.  P  Among 
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Among  their  produdions  of  art,  the  In- 
dian mat  merits  particular  notice  :  it  is  a 
fpecies  of  manufacture  of  fuch  finenefs,  that 
a  piece  of  fix  feet  went  eafily  into  my  pocket. 
It  is  executed  in  various  handfome  defigns, 
and  painted  with  very  lively  and  elegant  co- 
lours, which  they  have  the  art  of  extradling 
from  ditFerent  trees. 

Silk,  cotton,  and  the  fibres  of  the  fig- 
bannan  above-mentioned,  furnifh  the  Indian 
with  the  raw  materials  for  his  befi:  manufac- 
tures in  cloth.     He  makes  a  kind  of  lace, 
and  embroiders  his  filk  fluffs  with  furprifing 
elegance  and  addrefs.     Every  family  is  pro- 
vided with  a  loom,  for  domeftic  purpofes. 
At  fea  the  Indian  is  a  fhip's  carpenter,  a  fail- 
maker,    and    a  caulker ;    on  land,    a  rope- 
maker,  and  a  fhip-builder  :    but  though  he 
exercifes    occafionally  almoft   all   the   me- 
chanic arts  for  his  amufement  or  conveni- 
ence, he  is  never  found  to  confine  himfelf  to 
one  of  them,  exclufively  of  the  reft.     I  was 
informed,    but   with   what   degree  of  cer- 
tainty I  will  not  pretend  to  affirm,  that  even 
the  art  of  writing  with  a  kind  of  pencil  oa 

the 
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the  leaves  of  the  coGoa-tree,   once  exifled  iii 
this  ifland. 

They  have  a  cu^om,  implied  in  the  word 
majfarer,  of  cracking  the  joints,  and  rubbing 
the  flelh  all  over  the  body,  which,  as  they 
conceive,  tends  to  promote  the  free  circula- 
tion of  the  blood,  and  obviate  humours. 
That  of  rubbing  the  limbs  of  children  with 
oil  is  Hkewife  common  ;  ufages  which,  as 
they  are  not  peculiar  to  them,  but  prevalent 
over  the  whole  continent  of  Afia,  may  be 
prefumed  to  have  long  been  found  to  have  a 
falutary  effect.  In  place  of  cupping  they  ufe 
fevere  pinchings  on  the  neck  and  ftioulders, 
which  they  continue  to  exercife  until  they 
are  fatisfied  they  have  attained  iheir  end. 
They  let  blood  by  means  of  incifions  made 
in  the  fkin  ;  and  as  to  phyiic,  they  are  won- 
derfully verfant  in  the  virtues  of  many 
flowers,  balms,  and  plants,  the  ufe  and  appli- 
cation of  which  they  owe  to  nature  and  their 
own  experience  alone. 

Large  trowfers,  which  defcend  below  the 

calf  of  the  leg,  a  (hirt  falling  over  them  to 

the  middle  of  the  thigh,  and  a  handkerchief 

twifled  round  the  head  in  the  manner  of  a 

P  2  turban, 
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turban,  conftitute  their  ordinary  drefs.  On 
occafions  of  ceremony  they  appear  in  their 
round  hat,  and  banyan  or  a  bedgown,  con- 
fining of  iilk  and  cotton.  Thick  ftiort 
fingers,  and  long  nails  on  the  middle,  and 
little  ones,  are  efteemed  highly  becoming, 
infomuch  that  I  have  obferved  them  in  dif- 
ferent perfons  full  two  inches  in  length. 
The  women  wear  an  apron,  which,  after 
paffing  feveral  times  round  the  waift,  falls 
down  to  the  toe  ;  and  fome  a  petticoat  fb 
very  fine  and  tranfparent,  that  modefly 
obliges  them  to  tuck  up  a  corner  of  it  to  the 
fore  part  of  the  girdle,  whereby  one  leg  is 
completely  expofed.  Their  fliift  defcends 
only  to  the  top  of  the  hip  ;  and  the  head- 
drefs  differs  but  little  from  that  of  the  men, 
except  that  they  roll  their  hair  high  upon 
the  head,  fo  as  in  fome  degree  to  give  it  the 
appearance  of  a  crown.  If  to  thefe  we  add 
a  gown  worn  only  on  extraordinary  occa- 
fions, I  have  mentioned  every  article  of  their 
apparel. 

The  hair  of  both  fexes  is  remarkably  fine, 

particularly  that  of  the  women  :  they  comb 

it  with  great  care,  and  anoint  it  frequently 
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with  oil  of  the  cocoat-nut,  in  order  to 
ftrengthen  and  render  it  of  a  deep  black. 
The  nofe  is  fhort  and  deprefled,  but  the 
noftrils  are  by  no  means  dilated  like  thofe  of 
the  negro  ;  nor,  indeed,  have  1  often  ob- 
ferved  an  ugly  or  ill-favoured  woman  on 
thefe  iflands.  The  features  are  fmall,  and 
not  always  regular  ;  but  they  have  beautiful 
eyes,  and  faces  uncommonly  expreffive  and 
interefting.  They  ufe  pitchers  of  the  bam- 
boo ;  and  fome  have  a  light  fort  of  leaf-hat, 
limilar  to  what  is  worn  by  Indians  of  the 
firft  diftindlion.  One  of  the  mofl  beautiful 
obje£ls,  in  my  opinion,  that  can  meet  the 
eye  of  a  painter,  is  a  fine  young  Indian 
female  on  her  way  to  fetch  water  from  the 
well.  The  large  leaf-hat,  the  delicate  dra- 
pery of  the  thin  tranfparent  petticoat,  and  a 
light  bamboo-pitcher  in  each  hand,  give  a 
furpriiing  grace  and  dignity  to  her  perfon. 
In  the  remote  parts  of  the  country,  and 
efpecially  at  a  diffcance  from  the  miffionaries, 
perfons  of  both  fexes  go  nearly  naked. 

The  natives  of  Samar  have  fifh  in  plenty 

and  variety  from  their  rivers,  as  well  as  the 
P  3  fea 
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fea  coaft,  the  latter  of  which  fupplies  them 
likewife  with  very  elegant  pearls  ;  and  their 
manner  of  fifhing,  from  its  fingularity, 
merits  notice  : — ^ There  is  a  pea  of  an  intoxi- 
cating quality,  named  coco,  found  in  the 
ifland,  which  being  reduced  to  a  powder,  is 
fcattered  by  the  Indian,  at  low  water,  over 
the  fand.  Upon  the  return  of  the  tide,  the 
fi(h  which  have  taken  the  bait  appear  floats 
ing  in  a  ftate  of  infenfibility  on  the  furface 
of  the  water,  and  are  picked  up  with  eafe 
in  vvhat  numbers  the  fifliernaan  judges  cpu- 
venient, 

The  iron- tree,  ebony,  and  dyeing-wood, 
grow  in  every  part  of  the  ifland  ;  and  goldr 
dufl  is  found  in  fome  quantities  in  its  more 
interior  regions  ;  but  the  monks,  in  their 
concern  for  the  morals  of  the  people,  have 
been  Cdreful  to  take  this  dangerous  branch 
of  traffic  into  their  own  hands.  The  Spa- 
niardb  I'lcmfelves  are  forbidden  to  refide  in 
the  Indian  villages,  under  the  pretext  of 
protet^iing  the  innocence  of  the  natives  frotn 
the  corruption  of  European  manners.  The 
pouncil  at  Manilla,  {lowever,  has  lately  re-r 
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flrained,  by  various  regulations,  the  exor- 
bitant power  afllimed  by  the  clergy  in  thefe 
iflands. 


CHAR      XXIII. 

The  natural  Advantages  of  Samar  are  of  a 
very  fuperior  Kind — innocent  Manners  of 
theNatives — Depredations  committed  on  the 
Spaniards  by  the  piratical  Moors — the  Sea^ 
fights  of  the  latter  dejcribcd — Concliifions 
drawn  from  the  Languages  of  the  Phillip- 
pine  IJlands^  and  the  Manners  of  the  Inha- 
bitants, 

TT  would  require  the  elegant  genius  of  a 
'*■  Virgil  or  a  Theocritus,  to  make  the  reader 
conceive  the  natural  advantages  of  Sanaar — • 
the  country,  of  all  thofe  I  have  yet  {t,t\\^  or 
that  perhaps  exift  in  this  planet,  the  moft 
eminently  beautiful.  How  often  have  I 
envied  the  Biflayans  (for,  except  the  na- 
tives of  Luconia,  it  is  thus  they  name  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Phillippine  illes)  the  happy 
P  4  retire- 
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retirement  of  this  little  infolar  paradife  !  If 
in  the  province  of  Tegas  the  mind  of  the 
traveller  is  conflantly  roufed  and  agitated 
by  objeiSts  of  grandeur  and  magnificence,  iri 
the  ifland  of  Samar  he  is  foothed  and  en- 
chanted with  an  elegant  and  rich  difplay  of 
fimplc  beauty.  In  the  former,  the  eye  flits 
in  fucceffion  over  Nature's  ftupendous 
works,  from  the  noble  but  gloomy  foreft, 
to  the  widely  extended  plain,  bounded  by 
the  diftant  horizon,  and  thence  to  rivers 
and' lakes,  the  noife  and  vaft  furface  of 
whofe  waters  are  formed  to  imprefs  the 
niind  with  the  awful  majefty  of  the  Creator. 
In  the  latter  are  emanations  of  his  goodnefs, 
fprings,  fountains,  and  rivulets  ;  landfcapes 
elegantly  compofed  by  various  blendings  of 
woods  and  lawns,  curioufly  interledling 
each  other  as  they  feem  to  float  over  the  va* 
ried  afpedl  of  the  foil.  Woods,  it  is  true, 
without  the  extent  and  magnitude  of  the 
Tegan  forefi:,  but  which,  enlivened  by  the 
blolToms  of  fpring,  or  loaded  with  autum- 
nal fruits,  yield  balfam  to  the  wounds,  and 
odours  for  the  refrefhment  of  the  natives. 
The  wild  bee-hive  fufpended  from  branches ; 

the 
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the  air  highly  perfumed  with  a  fragrant 
fpecies  of  wild  jeflamiae,  and  the  fweet 
j-ofes  of  China;  every  thing,  in  fhort,  pre- 
fents  Nature  in  adolefcence,  fuch  as  fhe 
exifts  before  the  folly  and  caprice  of  man 
have  learned  to  disfigure  or  efface  her  native 
charms. 

Here  I  was  often  at  a  lofs  to  determine 
which  had  rnoft  claim  to  my  admiration, 
the  beauty  of  the  country,    or  the  innocent 
manners  of  the  natives.     Having  travelled 
half  round  the    globe,    I  had  become   lefs 
addidted  to  local  and  illiberal  partialities,  and 
in  fome  raeafure  fenfible  how  little  the  narr 
row  prejudices  of  education  accord  with  the 
fentiments   of  an   open   and  candid   mind. 
Hence,  if  I  envied  the  Bilfayan's  country,   I 
was  ilill  more  covetous  of  his  fociety,  of  that 
fincerity  vifible  in  the  whole  tenour  of  his 
conduct,   and  above  all  of  that  ferenity  of 
mind  little  exhibited  in  the  more  polifhed 
circles  of  modern  Europe.     I  furveyed  with 
fatisfadion  the  fmalleft  of  Nature's  works, 
which  the  levity  of  a  refined  imagination. 
|ias  in  no  inftance  taught  the  Biflayan  either 
to  impair  or  deilroy.     My  heart  was   en- 
chanted 
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chanted  in  attendance  on  their  religious 
worfhip,  which  is  accompanied  with  a 
fimple  but  interefting  and  expreffive  fpecies 
of  mufic.  Under  thefe  and  fimilar  impref- 
iions,  I  became  particularly  difpofed  to  ac- 
knowledge the  goodnefs  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, which  had  led  me  as  it  were  by  the 
hand  through  all  my  wanderings ;  and  my 
thoughts  being  turned  towards  religion  in 
general,  I  gave  more  attention  than  ufual  to 
my  own. 

The  language  of  Chriftianity  teaches  us  to 
afcribe  to  the  Divine  Mind  the  attribute  of 
excellence  unknown  to  any  other  religious 
fyflem.  In  the  New  Teftament  he  is  repre- 
fented  equally  tranfcending  in  meeknefs, 
gentlenefs,  and  humility,  as  in  power,  wif- 
dom,  and  majefty ;  and  not  lefs  great  and 
adorable  for  the  examples  of  his  condefcen- 
fion,  than  for  that  aftoniflilng  grandeur  dW- 
played  in  the  number  and  magnitude  of  his 
works.  By  other  religions  he  has  been 
pourtrayed  as  the  obje^l  of  awe  and  terror  ; 
by  our's  he  is  revealed  in  the  amiable  cha- 
racter of  brother  and  friend,  as  well  as  of 
law-giver  and  judge.     Qualified,  therefore, 

to 
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to  qvilet  the  feaio,  to  encourage  the  hopes, 
and  in  one  vt^ord  to  conftitute  the  happinefs 
of  all  who  lubnnit  to  its  precepts  in  the  fame 
honefty  and  fimpliciry  with  the  good  Bif- 
fayins,  the  elements  of  the  Chriftian  fcheme 
eftabli(h,  in  their  uniform  fpirit  and  tendency, 
an  unqueftionable  claim  to  the  univerial  be- 
lief and  acceptance  of  mankind. 

The  Moors,  or  Mahometan  Indians,  have 
little  other  employment  than  that  of  com- 
mitting depredations  on  the  Spaniards.     At 
Borneo,  and  fometimes  Batavia,  thefe  pirates 
find  a  market  for  their  priloners ;   and  I  faw 
with  no  little  furprize,   at  a  Dutch  fettle^ 
ment,    the  free  fabje£ts  of  Spain  reduced  to 
the  wretched  condition  of  flaves.     The  Ma- 
hometan in  his  hoflile  purfuits  is  aduated 
by  a  daring  and  intrepid  fpirit ;  and  as  he  is 
generally  the  Spaniard's   fuperior  in  num- 
beyg,  an  attempt  to  board  always  accompa- 
nies his  firft  onfet.     In  order  firft  to  clear 
the  deck  of  his  antagonift,  the  Moor  begins 
the  battle  by  a  fhower  of  %igays,    or  fmall 
darts,  which  %e  pours  upon  the  heads  of  his 
enemy,  and  inflantly  fprings  on  board  with 
his  campilan  or  fword  in  hand.     Thefe  bar^ 

barians 
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barlans  are  but  little  acquainted  with  theufe 
of  fire-arms,  and  have  only  a  few  guns, 
which    have  accidentally  fallen    into  their 
hands  in  the  courfe  of  their  wars  with  Eu- 
ropeans.    In   this  refpecSl:  they  are   widely 
different  from  their  brethren  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood  of  the  Dutch    fettlements,    who 
have  eftablilhed  a  rude  manufadlure  of  muf- 
kets  on  feveral  of  their  iflands,   and  are  in 
general  greatly  before  them  in  improvement. 
I  was  much  pleafed  in  obferving,  as  often 
as  I  could,   the  infant  induflry  of  this  ar-» 
chipelago,  vi^hofe  inhabitants  are  only  emer- 
ging  from   a   total  ignorance  of  the   arts, 
by   means   of  the  information  they   derive 
from  Europeans  and  Chinefe.     The  veffel 
employed  by  the  Mahometans  in  their  cruifes 
againfl:  the  Spaniards  is  named  bouanga^  and 
is  probably  the  fame  with  the  froa  of  Com- 
modore Anfon,  which  he  faw  in  the  Marian 
ides,   and  which  is  particularly  defcribed  in 
his  voyage.     Conjeduring  from  the  velocity 
with  which  it  was  itew  to  crofs  the  horizon, 
he  could  not  fuppofe  the  rate  of  the  bouanga 
or  proa's  tailing  to  be  lefs  than  feven  or  eight 


leagues  an  hour. 
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The  Chinefe  in  their  commercial  pur- 
fuits  were  ufed  to  vifit,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
fine  feafon,  the  principal  iflands  of  this 
archipelago  ;  but  the  Europeans  having  beeii 
long  at  war  with  the  natives,  the  neceffity 
of  being  in  a  flate  of  preparation  has  cor- 
rupted the  chara61:er  of  the  Indians,  and 
taught  them  to  prefer  a  kind  of  piratical  in- 
duftry  to  the  exercife  of  a  fair  trade.  The 
Moors  are  attached  to  the  fervice  of  certain 
chiefs,  who  pay  tribute  to  Holo,  Borneo,  or 
fome  other  confiderable  iflands  ;  and  many 
of  them  have  their  reildence  and  pofleffions 
in  the  iflands  of  a  fmall  archipelago,  which 
occupies  a  fpace  laid  down  on  the  maps  as 
unknown,  lituated  between  Borneo,  Holo,  the 
Molucca,  and  New  Phillippine  ifles.  Ac- 
cording to  the  beft  information  I  was  able  to 
obtain  in  the  Phillippine  ifles  and  at  Batavia, 
thefe  iflanders  have  a  ftriking  refemblance  to 
the  people  of  Otaheite,  as  defcribed  by  Mon- 
{ieur  Bougainville,  and  indeed  to  the  natives 
in  general  of  thofe  more  fouthern  regions. 

The  inhabitants  of  all  the  iflands  above 
mentioned  having  in  their  manners,  cuf- 
toms,  language,  and  features,  more  analogy 

to 
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to  one  another  than  to  the  peo>i!e  of  the  con- 
tinent, I  think  it  natural  to  infer,  that  their 
intercourfe  with  the  Afiatics  is  tortlpara- 
tively  of  a  recent  date,  and  that  their  firft 
emigration  from  the  old  world  muft  have 
happened  at  a  very  ancient  period  ;  and 
hence  it  is  that  the  race  of  men  in  thefe  re- 
gions of  the  globe,  their  language,  manners, 
and  ufages,  have  acquired  fo  peculiar  a  cafl:. 
They  fpeak  in  foft  tones  of  voice ;  and  I 
was  told  that  the  Biffayan  language  in  ge- 
neral is  fmooth  and  modulated.  Like  the 
favages  of  New  Spain,  however,  they  fre- 
quently utter  guttural  founds,  by  prefling 
the  tongue  againft  the  palate.  VoWels  ill 
their  origin  feem  to  he  the  fimple  cries  of 
animal  nature  ;  and  for  this  reafon  the  lan- 
guage of  a  folitary  favage  con  lifts  in  the  mere 
emiffion  of  inarticulate  lounds,  a  faculty  in 
common  to  man  with  the  greater  part  of 
other  animals.  Confonants  are  conventional, 
and,  like  the  flops  of  a  mufical  inftrument, 
mark  the  difl:in£tIon  or  articulation  of  found, 
and  are  of  fubfequent  and  curious  invention. 
Their  numbers  increafe  with  the  progrefs 
and   improvements   of    fociety  ;    and   that 

language 
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language  in  which  mutes  and  vocal  founds 
come  to  be  moft  happily  combined,  will  be 
deemed  the  moft  agreeable  vehicle  of  our 
ideas.  I  conceive  this  to  be  the  reafon  why 
the  languages  of  all  barbarous  tribes  contain 
many  more  inarticulate  founds  than  that  of 
any  half  civilized  nation,  with  which  I  am 
acquainted.  I  own,  however,  that  my  know- 
ledge of  the  BifTayan  language  is  but  imper- 
fect, having  fpent  too  little  time  in  thefe 
iflands  to  be  able  to  fpeak  it  with  great  flu- 
ency. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XXIV* 

^he  Galleon  fails  for  Manilla — Anchors  in  thi 
Harbour   of   Cavite — Defcrlption   of  the 
Country  contiguous  to  Manilla — Shynefs  of 
the  Catholic  Mifjionaries  in  their  Conduct 
towards  Strangers — Particulars  relative  to 
the   native   Indians — -Chaftity    of  the    Fe- 
males— T^wo    remarkable  Incidents    which 
charadlerize  the  genuine  Simplicity  of  the 
"Natives^   by   whofe   exemplary   hives  the 
Morals   of  the   Spaniards  have  been   im* 
proved, 

'T^HOUGH  we  had  been  favoured  with 
'*•     many  intervals  of  fine  weather,    the 
wefterly  winds  continued  to  blow  till  the 
end  of  September,   but  the  wind  fliifting  to 
the  N.  N.  E.  we  then  prepared  for  our  de- 
parture ;  and  on  the  7th  of  Odober,  every 
thino-  being  on  board,  failed  with  an  eafterly 
wind  for  Manilla.     We  fleered  W.  N.  VV. 
in  order  to  enter  the  Phillippine   Archipe- 
lao-o  ;   but  towards  evening  were  obliged  to 
fhorten  fail,  being  deterred  by  the  violence 

of 
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of  the  current  from  attempting  the  paflage 
of  San  Bernardino  during  the  night.  Next 
day  we  paffed  the  ftraits,  leaving  the  little 
ifland  San  Bernardino  in  the  middle  of  a 
paflage  about  three  leagues  in  breadth,  form- 
ed by  the  ifland  Luconia  and  a  number  of 
fmaller  ones  contiguous  to  Samar.  Here 
the  fea  has  a  moft  rapid  current,  attended 
with  whirlpools,  which  retarded  our  pro- 
grefs  ;  but  the  diredion  of  the  ftream  being 
generally  in  our  favour,  and  the  wind  in- 
creafing  we  foon  pafled  the  ifland  Capul, 
and  the  Narangean  ifles.  I  faw  the  ifland 
San  Hyacyntho,  or  Ticao,  where  the  gal- 
leon takes  in  water  and  provilions  before  her 
final  departure  for  Acapulco.  After  San 
Hyacyntho,  continuing  to  coafl:  the  main 
land,  we  pafled  in  view  of  Mafl^ate  and  Bu- 
rias,  and  entered  a  kind  of  bafon  twenty 
leagues  in  extent.  We  pafled  Marindouque 
on  the  left,  and  fleering  into  a  fecond  bafon, 
came  in  view  of  an  European  veflel,  but  as 
flie  had  a  great  deal  of  wood  upon  deck,  and 
carried  little  fail,  we  were  unable  to  afcer- 
tain  to  what  country  flie  belonged ;  confl- 
dering  that  thefe  feas  are  but  rarely  fre- 
VoL.  I.  'Q^  quented 
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quented   by   European    merchantmen,   we 
gave  her  chafe.     She  proved  to  be  the  San 
Carlos,  a  Manilla   galleon,   which,   in  her 
paflage  to  Acapulco,  had  met  Vv^ith  a  fevere 
gale  of  wind  north  of  the  Marian  ifles,   and 
after    rolling   away    her   main  and   mizen 
mafts,   was  on  her  way  back  to  be  repaired. 
Purfuing  the  fame  direction,   we  difco- 
vered  Mount  Calapan,  in  the  iiland  Min- 
doro,    which    we   fbon    left    to  the    fouth. 
This  ifland  and  the  main  land  form  a  chan- 
nel, in  paffing  through  which,  a  frefh  wind 
fp ringing  up,   we  made  good  way,   and  at 
length  defcried  the  mountains  of  Maribelles, 
fituated   S.  W.   from  the  bay  of  Manilla. 
Two  paffages  lead  into  the  bay  ;   the  firft, 
though  wider  than  the  other,  is  more  diffi- 
cult, on  account  of  the  bank  of  Saint  Nico- 
las ;   and    therefore   we    proceeded  diredtly 
towards  the  one  more   remote.     They  are 
formed  by  the  ifland  Corregidor,  and  on  the 
lide  of  the  fea  by  a  number  of  fmall  iflands, 
and  a  clufter  of  rocks  named  Cavallo  Puer- 
cas.     The  wind  blowing  frefli   at  E.  and 
E.  N.   E.  we  anchored  off  Corregidor  till 
the  next  morning  in  fifteen  fathoms  water, 

with 
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\vith  a  bottom  of  fand  ;  and  on  the  15th  of 
0<5lober  dropped  anchor  in  the  Port  Ca- 
vite,  fituated  N.  E.  from  the  Bay  of  Ma- 
nilla. Cavite  is  the  harbour  chiefly  fre- 
quented by  the  king's  (hips  while  in  the 
Phillippine  ides.  The  fliallow  water  of  the 
river,  it  being  only  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  at 
flood,  obliges  large  veffels  to  lie  here,  though 
at  two  leagues  diftance  from  Manilla.  As 
high  as  the  city  the  tide  feldom  rifes  above 
fix  feeti  The  harbour  is  formed  by  a  tongue 
of  land,  which  Shelters  it  from  the  S.  W.  and 
N.  \V.  winds,  the  mofh  formidable  to  the 
navigation  of  thefe  feas  ;  and  as  it  is  a  bold 
fliore,  the  fhips  moor  clofe  in,  in  perfe6l 
fafety.  On  the  point  of  this  tongue  of  land 
Jftands  an  arfenai,  whicii  is  defended  by  ex- 
cellent batteries,  is  of  great  extent,  and  wgU 
provided  with  dock-yards  and  naval  ftores. 
The  arfenai  towards  Manilla  is  prote6led  by 
a  fort  eredted  on  the  fame  tongue  of  land  ; 
and  the  whole  is  covered  with  very  ftrong 
walls  on  the  fide  of  the  fea.  The  town  at 
the  port  of  Cavite  is  named  Saint  Roch,  and 
peopled  with  Indians,  who  make  excellent 
failors,  as  wtII  as  workmen  for  the  arfenai. 
Q  2  I  was 
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I  was  extremely  fatisfied  to  find  myfelf 
in  a  city  whofe  contiguity  to  the  European 
fettlements  in  the  eafl  has  confiderably  cor- 
re61ed  the  harfh  fpirit  of  national  prejudices 
in  the  Spaniards ;  prejudices  which  on  va- 
rious occafions,  during  my  refidence  in  New 
Spain,  as  well  as  on  my  pafl'age  from  Aca- 
pulco  to  the  Phillippine  ifles,  I  own  difcon- 
certed  me  not  a  little.  From  the  Domini- 
cans, who  often  fent  miffionaries  hence  to 
China,  I  expedled  (but  I  am  forry  I  mufl 
add,  in  vain)  fuch  documents  and  inftruc- 
tions  to  their  friends  in  that  empire,  as  might 
facilitate  my  intended  expedition  to  Tartary. 
The  inveterate  averfion  of  that  people  to  ad- 
mit Grangers  into  the  interior  parts  of  their 
country,  rendered  this  the  only  expedient 
from  which  I  could  hope  for  fuccefs ;  but 
findir  my  views  difappointed  in  this  part 
of  my  plan,  by  the  indifference,  perhaps  po- 
licy, of  the  Dominican  milfionaries,  I  re- 
folved  to  continue  my  travels  round  the 
globe  by  the  way  of  India. 

As  I  never  loft  fight  of  one  great  obje£t, 
the  ftudy  of  fimpleand  uncultivated  man,  in 
whatever  part  of  the  w^orld  I  might  find 

him, 
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him,  the  circumftances  of  my  refidence  at 
Manilla  were  happily  chofen.  I  was  lodged 
on  a  bank  of  the  river,  whofe  gentle  ftream 
glided  iilently  under  my  windows,  between 
rows  of  the  mangoe^  jnangoujlan^  and  Chi- 
nefe  orange-trees,  and  only  one  mile  diftant 
from  Manilla,  a  fpace  entirely  covered  with 
huts,  gardens,  and  country  feats.  The  road 
leading  to  the  city  by  land  pafles  through 
live  villages,  which  may  be  coniidered  as  the 
fuburbs  of  Manilla,  and  prefents  a  profpe£t 
chiefly  confifting  of  rice  grounds  equally 
beautiful.  About  a  hundred  paces  from  my 
door  flood  an  eminence  Hoping  gently  into 
a  plain,  which  afforded  a  common  pafture 
to  all  the  cattle  of  the  neisihbourhood.  It 
being  the  cuftom  of  the  inhabitants  to  travel 
as  well  as  to  tranfport  their  goods  by  water, 
numbers  of  boats  and  canoes,  employed  in 
conveying  the  produce  of  the  fields  and  gar- 
dens to  market,  were  inceffantly  pafiing  un- 
der my  eye  ;  and,  indeed,  no  flreet  of  any 
city  can  prefent  a  more  gay  or  crowded 
prolpe£l  than  the  river  of  Manilla.  My  hoft 
had  taken  advantage  of  the  gentlenefs  of 
jhe  current,  and  built  one  half  of  his  houfe 
Q  3  within 
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within  the  verge  of  the  water,   while  fome 
Indians,   his  neicrhbours,   had  ereded  theirs 
on  feeble  pillars  of  the  bamboo,   from  two 
to  four  yards  in  the  channel,  a  circumftance 
which  contributed  to  render  their  habitations 
eminently  clean  and  wholfome.     The  ftyle 
of  building  is  nearly  the  fame  with  that  in 
the  Biffayan  iflands.     The    houfes  of  the 
Spaniards  are  of  ilone,   fpacious,   and  in  a 
tafte  entirely  different  from  that  of  the  In-. 
dian    cottage ;    inftead   of    glafs-panes   for 
their  windows,   they  ufe  a  kind  of  tranfpa- 
rent  fhell,  fimilar  to  mother-of-pearl,  which 
admits  light  in  fufficient  quantity  to  anfwer 
every  ufeful  purpofe. 

On  the  ifland  Luconia  my  time  was  de- 
voted as  ufuai  to  the  company  and  conver- 
fation  of  the  natives.  I  lodged,  boarded, 
and  flept,  juft  as  they  did,  which  I  efteem 
the  only  method  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  real  chara<51:er  and  difpofition  of 
the  people.  Though  the  Indians  here  feem 
to  poffefs  the  fame  good  qualities  of  the 
heart  which  diftinguifti  the  inhabitants  of 
the  other  iflands,  they  are  not  equally  free 
from  a  certain  tincture  of  whim  and  caprice. 

The 
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The  natural  turn  of  their  mind  is  gay,  lively, 
and  adroit  ;  but  fuch  as  inhabit  the  more 
northern  parts  of  the  ifland  are  extremely 
coarfe  and  ruftic,  both  in  their  perfons  and 
manners.  From  the  natural  richnefs  of  the 
foil  the  natives  feemed  to  have  imbibed  a 
kind  of  vanity,  which,  joined  to  the  uni- 
verfal  pradlice  of  mutual  charity  and  bene- 
ficence, makes  them  averfe  to  any  laborious 
occupation.  The  expence  of  maintenance 
is  an  obje£t  beneath  their  notice  ;  and  hence 
fl:ran2;ers  from  the  diftant  villages  of  their 
own  tribe  often  make  vifits  of  three  or  four 
months  at  their  houfes.  This  national  hof- 
pitality  is  exercifed  in  a  more  eminent  de- 
gree in  favour  of  their  own  immediate  con- 
nexions ;  and,  therefore,  an  Indian  fre- 
quently entertains  the  whole  family  of  a 
poor  relation  as  long  as  they  are  difpofed  to 
continue  under  his  roof.  The  members  of 
a  family  feldom  feparating  upon  the  mar- 
riage of  the  younger  branches,  four  or  five 
different  heads,  with  their  refpedive  chil- 
dren, often  live  together  in  the  fame  hut. 
I  have  frequently  admired  this  little  commu- 
nity ailembled  in  good-humour,  and  fitting 
Q  4  down 
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down    together,    without  one  fymptom  of 
envy  or  jealoufy,  to  partake  their  meal  out 
of  the  fame  difh.     It    might  be   fuppofed 
that  families  thus  conftituted  would  require 
many  different  apartments.     This,  however, 
is  not  the  cafe  :   every  individual,   Grangers 
themfelves  not  excepted,   deeps  on  a  mat 
fpread  on  the  ground  in  the  fame  apartment; 
and  yet  it  rarely  happens  that  any  a£t  of 
impropriety  is  known  to  take  place  betw^ixt 
the  fexes.     I  have  fometimes  found,   when 
I  awaked  in  the   morning,   that  I  had   bor- 
rowed the   half  of  a    fine  young  Indian's 
mat,  who  was  faft  afleep  by  my  fide,  with- 
out my  giving  offence  to  her,  or  promoting 
fcandal  in    the   family.     I  underftand  that 
the  fame  habits  of  domeftic  life  prevail  in 
many    countries    remote    from   this   ifland, 
without  being  attended  with  any  inconveni- 
ence to  good  morals.     Indeed,  the  very  ex- 
iflence  of  this  perilous   cuflom  is  a  proof, 
in  my  judgement,   of  great  purity  as  well  as 
fimplicity  of  manners  in  the  people  among 
whom  it  prevails. 

It  is  remarkable,    that  during  the  whole 
time  I  fpent  on  the  ifland  Luconia,   I  never 

met 


BY    SEA    AND   LAND.  233 

met  with  a  fingle  inftance  of  wrano-linor  be- 
tweeii  hufband  and  wife,  a  circumilance  that 
is  but  too  common  in  the  mofl  civilized  na- 
tions of  Europe.  The  manners  of  even  the 
richeft  Spaniards  have  been  improved  by  the 
exemplary  lives  of  the  natives  ;  and  hence 
there  is  fcarcely  one  family  of  condition  at 
Manilla,  which  has  not  two  or  three  ere- 
an/as,  or  poor  orphans,  in  the  houfe,  fed, 
cloathed,  and  lodged,  in  all  refpe^ls,  like 
their  own  children.  It  is  conceived  to  be 
the  duty  of  the  patron,  as  foon  as  the  or- 
phans he  has  adopted  arrive  at  the  age  of 
puberty,  to  get  the  females  married,  and  the- 
males  into  fuch  employments  as  are  fuited 
'  to  their  refpeftive  geniufes  and  capacities. 
I  have  feen,  among  the  obje6ts  of  this  do- 
meflic  charity,  women  who  had  been  por- 
tioned from  the  bounty  of  their  benefadors 
to  the  amount  of  five  or  fix  thoufand  piaf- 
tres.  At  Manilla  there  are  likewife  public 
foundations  or  convents,  into  which  poor 
girls  are  admitted  ;  who,  after  being  pro- 
perly reared  and  educated,  are  difmiffed 
with  a  competent  portion. 

The 
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The  children  of  the  natives,  to  the  age  of 
ten  or  twelve  years,  ufually  run  about  in 
their  fhirts,  without  any  other  covering 
whatever.  I  think  this  improper  even  in 
boys  ;  and  to  permit  girls  of  the  fame  age, 
in  a  warm  climate,  to  appear  conftantly  with 
fo  {lender  a  covering,  borders  upon  indecen- 
cy, and  feems  to  imply  a  culpable  negli- 
gence in  the  parents.  I  am  of  opinion, 
however,  that  in  young  people  nakednefs  is 
not.  perceived  to  be  the  caufe  of  fhame  until 
the  paffion  of  fex  begins  to  be  excited.  This 
idea  was  firft  fuggefted  to  my  mind  by  the 
two  followins:  incidents  : 

I  had  walked  one  day  into  a  wood  about 
a  league's  diftance  from  Manilla,  where,  hap- 
pening to  meet  with  an  Indian  cottage,  I 
found  a  girl  of  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age 
before  the  door,  fitting  on  her  hams.  She 
rofe  the  inftant  flie  faw  me,  and  was  at 
fome  pains  to  replace  her  (hift,  which  fhe  had 
gathered  up  to  her  arms.  Still,  however, 
Ihe  remained  completely  expofed  where  mo- 
defty  is  ever  moft  anxious  to  draw  her  veil ; 
but  her  fhoulders  being  now  covered,  fhe 
feemed  fatisfied  that  all  was  well,  and  in  a 

moment 
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moment  every  fymptom  of  embarraffrnent 
vanifhed, 

I  had  occafion  to  obferve  for  feveral  days 
the  fon  of  my  hoft,  aged  eleven  years,  and 
the  daughter  of  an  Indian,  his  neighbour, 
about  ten,  who  began  in  their  childifli  fports 
to  betray  a  certain  uneafinefs.  They  were 
mutually  fond  of  each  other,  mingled  little 
with  their  companions,  and  every  kind  of 
play,  except  that  between  themfelves,  was 
evidently  tirefome  and  infipid  :  into  this, 
without  defign  or  confcioufnefs  in  them, 
fomething  myfterioiis  feemed  to  be  infufed. 
They  were  cloathed  only  in  their  fhirts  ;  hut 
I  could  obferve,  that  when  the  heart  felt  a 
particular  emotion,  they  inftindively  drew 
it  over  that  part,  of  which,  on  ordinary  oc- 
paiions,  and  in  the  prefence  of  indifferent 
perfoas,  they  feemed  wholly  unmindful. 

My  hoflefs,  who  had  entered  the  matri- 
monial career  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  had 
gone  in  the  raiment  of  nature  till  the  year 
preceding  her  marriage.  Savages,  except  in 
cold  climates,  the  Indians  of  the  Phillippinc 
ifles,  the  natives  of  many  parts  of  India,  and 
the  Arabs,  generally  go  naked,  or  at  leaft  with 

but 
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but  a  flight  covering  round  the  loins,  without 
being  confcious  of  the  fmallefl  impropriety 
in  their  appearance.     The  tawny  colour  of 
the  Ikin,  like  a  thin  mantle,   (hades  their 
perfons ;   but,  what  is  of  more  confequence, 
they  are  accuftomed  to  view  with   indiffe- 
rence, or  in  the  modefty  of  nature,  that  part 
of  the  human  frame  to  which,   in   refined 
ages,   the  unbridled  and  inflamed  imagina- 
tion  of  man  attaches  ideas  of  intemperate 
and   criminal   fenfuality.     In    civilized   fo- 
ciety  we  often   meet  with  an  affedation  of 
modefty,  which  almoft  invariably  betrays  a 
latent  corruption   of  morals  ;  whereas  the 
though tlefs  indifference  of  the  Indian  or  fa- 
vage,  as  to  his  outward  appearance,   is,   in 
my  eftimation,  a  flrong  proof  of  the  purity 
nnd  innocence  of  his  mind. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XXV. 

Defoription  of  the  City  and  Harbour  of  A^* 
nilla — Saint  Croix  and  fever  al  other  'Towns 
in  the  Vicinity  defer ibed — Policy  of  the  Chi- 
ne fe  in  obtaining  a  Settlement  in  the  commer* 
cial  Town  of  Parian — Character  of  this 
enterprizing  People — Cautions  the  fapa- 
nefe  obferve  in  their  commercial  Intercourfe 
with  other  Nations — Particulars  relative  to 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Ifland  of  Luconia, 

T^HE  city  of  Manilla  is  of  confiderable 
extent.  The  ftreets  are  handfome, 
and  built  in  a  good  flile,  and  thehoufes  bet- 
ter and  more  convenient  than  may  be  dilco- 
vered  at  firil  fight  by  a  ftranger.  The  in- 
habitants of  the  firft  difl:in£lion  are  rich,  and 
thofe  of  the  inferior  orders  are  generally  in 
eafy  circumftances.  Here  the  tafte  for  ex- 
pence,  luxury,  and  debauchery,  is  much 
iefs  than  that  which,  as  I  have  already  re- 
marked, prevails  at  Mexico.  Every  obje<5l 
around  me  feemed  to  have  affumed  the  air  of 
the  gay,  fimple,  and  ingenuous  Indian  ;  in- 
I  fomuch, 
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fomuch,  that  even  the  haughty  arid  arrogant 
temper  of  the  Spaniard  appeared  in  fomcJ 
meafure  to  have  been  fubdued  by  the  mild 
example  of  his  more  amiable  neighbour; 

The  river  flows  under  the  city-walls,  is 
the  harbour  for  merchant  fhips,  and  fepa- 
rates  Manilla  from  the  Town  of  Saint  Croix* 
Saint  Croix  is  in  part  equally  well  built 
with  the  capital,  is  populous  in  Indians  and 
Spaniards,  and  furrounded  by  three  villages 
of  the  natives,  which  may  be  regarded  as 
fubiirbs.  At  a  (hort  diftance,  on  the  op* 
pofite  bank  of  the  river,  but  on  the  fame 
iide  with  Manilla,  are  feveral  confiderable 
towns  alfo  belonging  to  the  natives.  Few 
merchants,  and  flill  fewer  mechanics,  re- 
fide  within  the  walls  of  Manilla.  The  great 
feat  of  their  manufactures,  as  well  as  the 
emporium  of  all  kinds  of  merchandize,  is  a 
town  named  Parian,  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
river,  which  is  pretty  regularly  built,  and 
inhabited  chiefly  by  Ch  nefe.  The  Chi- 
nefe,  who  in  former  times  nfed  to  come 
only  once  a  year  from  Canton  or  Quemoy, 
found  means,  under  the  pretext  of  embra- 
cing Chriftianity,   but,   in  fad,  in  order  to 

poflefs 


BY   SEA   AND   LAND.  2^9 

poflefs  themfelves  of  the  trade  of  the  coun- 
try, to  leave  a  few  of  their  companions  in 
the  ifland.  From  this  colony  their  popula- 
tion has  ever  fince  been  increafing  ;  and  at 
prefent  they  amount  to  more  than  twenty 
thoufand,  who,  after  engroffing  the  whole 
of  the  manufactures,  and  the  principal  part 
of  the  trade  of  Manilla,  begin  to  turn  their 
attention  to  agriculture.  They  are  extreme- 
ly artful  and  defigning  in  buiinefs,  infinua- 
ting  in  their  addrefs,  and,  under  the  ma(k 
of  a  fmiling  countenance,  ever  on  the  watch 
to  take  advantaofe  of  the  credulous  cuftom- 

o 

er.  But  they  are  fober,  induftrious,  affable, 
and  lively.  In  their  perfons  they  are  well- 
proportioned  ;  and  the  expreffion  of  the 
face,  which  is  by  no  means  engaging  at 
firft  view,  after  a  little  acquaintance  becomes 
fomewhat  in  te  reft  ins;.  I  imao;ined  I  could 
difcover  a  kind  of  analogy  between  the  Chi- 
nefe  countenance  and  that  of  the  Indians  of 
the  Phillippine  ifles.  The  bones,  however, 
of  the  face,  eyes,  and  the  bulk  of  the  fea- 
tures, taken  feparately,  are  different,  and 
much  more  comely  in  the  latter  than  in  the 
former ;  but  there  is  a  confiderable  refem- 
2  blaiice 
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blance  in  the  nofe,  and  general  efFed  of  the 
whole. 

Among  the  inhabitants  of  Manilla  are 
Armenian  merchants,  Malays,  natives  of  the 
Malabar  coaft,  and  of  the  kingdom  of  Siam, 
befides  a  few  Japanefe,  who  having  been 
accidentallv  thrown  on  thefe  Goafts,  have 
chofen  to  fettle  on  the  ifland.  It  is  a  law 
of  the  emperor  of  Japan,  that  none  of  his 
fubjecSls,  under  pain  of  death,  (hall  fail  out 
of  fight  of  land :  hence  fuch  as  happen  to 
be  forced  by  the  violence  of  wind  and  wea- 
ther to  a  different  fhore,  renounce  every  idea 
of  ever  returning  to  their  native  country. 
With  an  extreme  deference  for  their  fupe- 
riors,  they  are  fober,  brave,  and  poffefTed  of 
a  good  underftanding.  In  their  deportment 
they  are  grave  and  fedate  ;  hardy  and  robuft 
in  their  perfons  ;  but  though  formed  by  na- 
ture to  endure  the  feverefl:  toil,  they  feem 
difpofed  to  fubmit  to  it  as  little  as  poffible. 
Thefe  obfervations,  however,  being  colled:- 
ed  in  the  courfe  of  a  very  fhort  acquaintance 
with  only  a  few  of  their  countrymen,  when 
applied  to  their  national  charadler  muft  be 
received  rather  as  conjedural,  than  as  a  cer- 
tain 
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taia  information  afeertained  by  long  experi- 
ence. 

i  was  told  by  the  natives  of  Japan,  that 
the  only  open  trade  they  carry  on  is  with 
the  Chinefe ;  and  even  this  ia  fubje(£led  to 
numberlefs  fevere  reflri£lions.     The  rigo- 
rous terms  on  which  the  Japanefe  adrriit 
Hollanders   into  their   ports  are   generally 
known.     As  foon  as  a  Dutch  veffel  enters 
the  harbour,   fhe  is  cohfigned  to  a  Japanele 
magiftrate,  as  a  pledge  of  the  company's 
good  behaviour  on  (hore ;  and  in  the  mean 
time  the  bufinefs  of  her  voyage  is  tranfa£led 
by  European  agents,  in  a  place  completely 
walled  in,    and  fecluded  from  the  public. 
Some  time  fince  the  Manillans  fent  deputies 
and  prefents  to  Japan,    with  overtures  o£ 
friendship,  and  an  offer  of  entering  into  fuch 
a  treaty  of  commerce  as  might  be  deemed 
beneficial  to  both  nations.     The  Japanefe 
received  the  deputies  with  much  refpedl,  ac- 
cepted their  prefents,  and  made  them  others 
in  return,  of  much  higher  value  ;  but  de- 
clined to  negociate  on  any  terms  whatever, 
either  a  commercial  or  political  alliance  be- 
tween the  two  countries.     Much  about  the 

Vol.  L  R  fame 
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fame  period,  and  for  a  fimilar  purpofe,  the 
council  of  Manilla  difpatched  an  embafly  ta 
Pekin ;  where,  being  received  in  the  charac- 
ter of  Indians,  they  obtained  a  free  trade 
over  the  whole  maritime  bounds  of  the  em- 
pire, a  trade  which,  in  the  hands  of  the 
Spaniards,  is  unlkilfully  managed ;  but 
which,  as  it  is  a  voyage  of  little  more  than  a 
hundred  leagues  from  Luconia  to  the  Chi- 
Jiefe  coaft,  is  capable 'of  being  greatly  ex- 
tended. 

Articles  of  beautiful  workmanfliip  in  gold, 
and  a  fpecies  of  metal  named  tombac,  which 
is  efteemed  one  third  more  precious,  are  ma- 
nufactured by  the  artifts  of  Manilla  ;  and  the 
gold  chains  made  by  their  women  vie  in 
beauty  with  the  mofl  elegant  I  have  ever  feea 
in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 

In  the  dependencies  of  the  Phillippine  ifles 
are  numbers  of  birds  nefts,  which  are  efteem- 
ed  very  falutary  and  delicate  eating.  They 
have  excellent  mangoes ;  and  the  fago  of 
Luconia,  a  fpecies  of  gum  which  diftils 
from  the  lopped  boughs  of  a  certain  tree, 
is  faid  to  be  extremely  beneficial  to  the 
flomach. 
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In  various  parts  of  this  ifland  is  found  a 
J-ace  of  men  who,  in  their  features  and  com- 
pletion, have  a  flriking  refemblance  to  the 
negro.  They  are  conftantly  difcovered  wan- 
dering through  the  woods,  of  a  very  dimi- 
nutive flature,  and  of  uncommonly  mild  and 
gentle  difpofitions.  No  account  is  given  of 
their  origin,  nor  by  what  means  this  dwar- 
fifli  race  came  to  be  fettled  in  the  ifland. 
There  are  alfo  feveral  hordes  of  roving  In- 
dians, who  have  never  yet  embraced  Chrif- 
tianity,  and  who  are  flili  too  barbarous  to  be 
incorporated  into  villages. 

The  inhabitants  of  the    fea  coail:,    as  in 
the  ifland  of  Samar,  were  formerly  Maho- 
metans,    and    governed   by   chiefs   named 
Datous,  who,  while  they  exercifed  fovereign 
authority  over  their  vaflals,  owed  allegiance 
and  tribute  in  their  turn  to  certain  neigh- 
bouring princes.     Some  of  thefe  chiefs  ftill 
exift  in   the   Biflayan  ifles,    but  retain  no 
other  memorial  of  their  ancient  greatnefs 
than  the  privilege  of  colleding  a  revenue, 
from  themfelves  as  well  as  their  vaflals,    to 
the  crown  of  Spain.     It  is,  however,   very 
trifling,    and  exa£led  with  the  fame  fpiric 
R  2  of 
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of  moderation  as  is  excrcifed  ia  New  Spain. 
A  few  of  thefe  Datous  are  found  likewife  in 
the  ifland  of  Luconia,  but  without  a  (hadow 
of  confequence  or  authority.  I  knew  a 
woman  at  Manilla,  Indian  and  Chinefe  by 
extradlion,  who  had  a  half-blood  brother  de- 
fcended  from  one  of  thofe  ancient  chieftains. 
He  had  long  entertained  hopes  of  obtaining 
the  exemptions  contained  in  a  late  edict  of 
Spain,  in  favour  of  his  birth  ;  but  the  gover- 
nor, under  various  pretences,  contrived  to 
elude  his  claim  ;  and  he  died  foon  after  of 
want  and  a  broken  heart. 

I  alfo  faw  at  this  place  an  officer  in  very 
mean  and  indigent  circumftances,  who  in- 
herited not  only  the  name,  but  the  royal 
blood  of  the  Montezumas,  the  hereditary 
emperors  of  Mexico.  The  lineal  defcen- 
dants  of  this  illuftrious  race  of  princes  have 
only  a  fmall  annual  penfion  of  five  thoufand 
piaftres,  with  the  vain  privilege  of  being  ef- 
corted  in  their  carriage  by  a  body  guard. 
Precluded,  however,  by  poverty  from  exer- 
cifing  thefe  empty  honours,  they  are  con- 
tertted  to  have  their  guards,  with  the  arms 
of  the  empire,  which  they  are  likewife  en- 
titled 
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titled  to  bear,  engraved  on  their  feals.  An 
anxious  policy,  not  perhaps  of  the  Spanifh 
nation  in  general,  but  rather,  I  fufped:,  of 
certain  individuals  at  Manilla,  has  been  too 
fuccefsful    in   renderino-   thefe    unfortunate 

o 

meil  extremely  odious  to  the  Indians — a  po- 
licy, however,  which  would  be  neither  un- 
natural nor  wholly  to  be  condemned,  were 
it  exercifed  with  moderation.  Upon  the  ar- 
rival of  an  Englifli  fquadron  at  Manilla, 
many  of  the  Indians  ran  with  open  arms  to 
receive  them  ;  but  the  giddinefs  of  thefe  in- 
fatuated men  was  chaftifed  with  infinite  fe- 
verity,  infomuch  that  the  defolation  of  al- 
moft  a  whole  province  could  fcarce  atone  for 
their  temerity.  The  Sanglayes  or  Chinefe, 
though,  it  muft  be  allowed,  with  lefs  reaibn, 
fell  into  the  fame  fnare,  and  were  puniflied, 
if  poffible,  with  more  unrelenting  cruelty. 
Hunted,  like  the  beads  of  the  deiert,  in 
every  corner  of  the  country,  thofe  whom 
their  enemies  could  not  apprehend  were  fhot 
in  the  purfuit ;  while  the  miferable  Sang- 
layes who  happened  to  fall  into  their  hands 
were  blown  from  the  mouths  of  cannon.  In 
fliort,  this  would  have  been  the  aera  of  their 
R  3  final 
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iinal  extindlion  in  the  ifland,  had  it  been  in 
the  power  of  the  Spaniards  to  lay  their  hands 
upon  a  few  who  fortunately  found  refuge  in 
the  Englifh  camp. 


CHAP.     XXVI. 

Advantages  which  might  refidtfrom  a  Com- 
merce with  Luconia  and  the  BijpD'an  IJlcs — 
their  natural  Produ^ions  and  thofe  of  the 
Phillippine  IJles — Ingenuity  of  the  Native 
Indians  —  the  Spaniards  might  cultivate 
Spices  fuccefsfully  in  this  Part  of  their 
territories — 'T'alents  and  Indufry  of  the 
Natives  of  the  Phillippine  Ifles — a  new 
Traffic  fiiggefed  to  Spain. 

T?ROM  what  I  was  able  to  learn,  during 
•*•  the  fix  months  I  pafled  in  Luconia  and 
the  BifTayan  ifles,  as  well  as  from  what  I 
myfelf  had  occalion  to  obferve  relative  to  the 
foil,  climate,  and  charafter  of  the  natives,  I 
am  led  to  entertain  a  very  high  idea  of  the 
advantages  which   might  be  derived   from 

the 
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the  commerce  of  thefe  iflands.     They  pro- 
duce rice,  corn,  and  vegetables,  in  great  va- 
riety and   abundance,     the    exportation   of 
which  to  different  parts  of  India  would  re- 
turn ample  profits  to  the  merchant.     The 
Dutch  at  Batavia  have  not  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity of  rice  and  corn  for  their  own  confump- 
tion  ;    while  the  peninfula  of  the  Carnatic  is 
obliged  to  import,   at  a  great  expence,  corn 
and   ve2;etables   from   Siirat.      The  fugars 
raifed  in  the  provinces  contiguous  to  Manilla, 
whofe  cultivation  might  be  greatly  extended, 
would,  if  exported  to  India,  divide  the  profits 
of  a  very  lucrative  trade,    at  prefent  wholly 
in  the  hands  of  the   English   and   Dutch. 
That  the  advantages  of  this  trade  are  very 
confiderable,    is  evident  from  the  conduct  of 
the  Englifh,    who    find    their    account    iu 
fmuggling  fugars  into  the  ports  of  Batavia 
and  Malacca,   although  the  fame  manufac- 
tures have  been  eftablifhed  in  thefe  iflands 
by  the  Company.     I  had  an  opportunity  of 
obferving,  that  at  Bombay,  Surat,   Mafcate, 
Bender,  Aboucheir,   and  BafTora,  the  article 
bi  fugar  is  efteemed  a  very  valuable  branch 
£i{  commerce. 

R4.  If 
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If  the  cultivation*  of  indigo  and  cocoa  has 
never  heen  carried  to'perfe(Slion  in  the  Phil- 
lippine  ifles,  it  is  by  no  means  owning  to  any 
defe<5t  either  in  climate  or  foil,  but  folely  to 
the  want  of  enterprize  and  induftry  in  the 
people.  Indigo  grows  wild  in  many  parts 
of  the  country  ;  but  the  inhabitants  do  not 
feem  to  have  refleded  that  it  might  be 
greatly  increafed  in  quantity,  as  well  as  im- 
proved in  quality,  by  care  and  cultivation. 
This  production,  however,  might  be  fold  to 
great  advantage  in  India  ;  and  every  one 
knows  the  high  value  of  both  commodities 
to  all  the  nations  in  Europe.  Wherever 
cultivation  has  been  applied  to  cocoa,  it  has 
been  found  to  thrive  in  an  eminent  degree, 
and  to  be  even  of  a  fuperior  quality  to  that 
of  Caraca. 

Thefe  iflands  produce  different  kinds  of 
wood  and  bark  ufeful  in  dyeing,  as  alfo 
ebony,  and  in  general  every  fpecies  of  pre- 
cious wood  employed  for  the  purpofes  of  the 
cabinet-maker.  The  fmall  number  of  trees 
cut  down  by  the  Indians  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  Chinefe,  who  difpofe  of  them  to  In- 
dian or  European  merchaats,  for  the  Afiatic 


BY   SEA    AND    LAND.  249 

or  European  market.  This  branch  of  com- 
merce I  have  no  doubt  might  become  ex- 
tremely beneficial  to  the  public,  were  the 
Spaniards  at  a  little  pains  to  examine  the  va- 
luable productions  of  their  own  forefls. 

The  quantity  of  cotton  produced  in  the 
Phillippine  ides  is  almoft  incredible,  and  this, 
joined  to  the  natural  induftry  and  docility  of 
the  natives,  might  enable  the  Spaniards  to 
produce  manufactures  in  that  branch  equal, 
perhaps  fuperior,  to  thofe  either  of  India  or 
China.  The  Indian  difplays  an  ingenuity  in 
the  purfuit  of  his  different  occupations, 
which  exceeds  every  thing  I  have  had  occa- 
fion  to  obferve  in  any  other  part  of  the 
world.  His  beautiful  dyes,  extracted  from 
the  wood  and  bark  of  foreft-trees,  he  pre- 
pares and  employs  in  the  fabric  of  his 
ftufFs,  with  a  neatnefs  and  elegance  peculiar 
to  himfelf.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find  a 
family  in  the  Biflayan  iflands,  which  does 
not  pradtife  the  art  of  weaving  for  its  own 
private  convenience  ;  and  therefore  the  Spa- 
niards have  only  to  ftimulate  and  direct  the 
application  of  their  prefent  habits  and  in- 
d-uflry,  in  order  to  obtain  the  beft  and  mofl 

brilliant 
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brilliant  maiiufa(3:iires  of  the  eaU'.  But  the 
very  promifiiig  circumftances  of  thefe  iflands 
to  the  manufa6lure  of  lawn,  muflins,  and 
every  other  article  in  cotton,  which  con- 
jftitute  half  the  trade  betv^'een  India  and  Eu- 
rope, though  fuch  as  to  merit  the  moftaffidu- 
ous  zeal  for  their  improvement,  have  hitherto 
be^en  almoft  entirely  negleded. 

Iron  niinss  were  once  begun  to  be  wrought 
in  the  inland  diftricts  of  Lasiuna  and  Ca- 
gayan,  but  afterwards  abandoned  from  the 
iinfkilfulnefs  of  the  workmen  :  thefe,  ia 
proper  hands,  might  afford  an  advantageous 
trade  with  every  part  of  India,  which  con- 
ilantiy  receives  a  coniiderable  part  of  what  it 
confumes  of  this  article  from  the  Europ^^a 
market.  The  pearL  fisheries  on  its  fea  coafls, 
and  the  gold  dufl  found  in  the  interior  parts 
of  the  ifland,  are  alfo  objects  of  importance  ; 
but  their  value  is  fufficient  to  roufe  the 
attention  of  the  Spaniards,  who  ought  to 
require  of  the  miffionarjes  on  the  fpot  fuch 
information  as  might  render  theni  of  publip 
utility. 

The  quantity  of  pepper  I  have  feen  in  the 
Biffayan  woods,  I  fliall  not  aftedt  to  eftimatc, 

as 


BY    SEA   AND     LAND.  25 1 

as  I  might  not  be  credited.     Amono;  their 
various    produ£lions,    I  met  with  a  young 
branch  of  the  clove- tree,  which  was  meant, 
by  the  perfon  in  whofe  hand   I  faw  it,  for 
Ibme  medical  purpofe  ;    but  refpe^ting  this 
fpecimen  I  can  fay  little,  not  having  had  it  ia 
my  power  to  afcertain  its  fpecific  qualities  to 
my  own  fatisfadion.     Still,    however,   the 
fmall  fample  I  have  mentioned,   rendering 
the  clove-tree's  exiftence  in  the  ifland  at  leafl: 
probable,    might,     I   think,    warrant   more 
accurate  inquiries  into  the  nature  of  this  ar- 
ticle.  The  nutmeg  of  Manilla,  which  grows 
on  the  confines  of  Laguna,  is  not,  I  believe, 
equally  good  with  that  of  the  Molucca  ifles ; 
but  it  feemed  generally  admitted,  that  in  pro- 
portion to  the  degree  of  care  and  attention 
beftowed  on  its  culture,  its  fruit  was  of  a 
better  or   inferior  quality.      I    have  much 
realbn  to  believe  that  cinnamon  is  far  from 
being  a  rare  commodity  in  the  ifland  of  Min- 
danao ;   and  though,  like  the  nutmeg  of  Lu- 
conia,  it  has  fomethingwild  and  unpleafmt 
in  its  flavour,  this  inferiority  of  quality  may 
be  owing  to  the  want  of  that  cultivation 
alone,   by  which,  I  have  little  doubt,   the 

fruit 
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fruit  of  the  Spanifli  cinnamon-tree  might 
be  rendered  equal  to  any,  exported  from  the 
Dutch  fettlements.  The  vail:  influx  of 
wealth  derived  to  the  Dutch  from  their  mo- 
nopoly of  fpices,  pepper,  nutmegs,  cinna- 
mon, and  cloves,  ought,  one  would  fup- 
pofe,  to  kindle  a  fpark  of  emulation  in  the 
breaft  of  the  Spaniard,  and  draw  his  atten- 
tion to  the  fame  productions,  Vk'hich  are  fuf- 
fered  to  grow  wild  and  unheeded  in  the 
Phillippine  woods. 

The  great  quantities  of  wax  obtained  from 
the  wild  bee-hive  of  the  wood,  the  delicate 
luxury  of  the  birds  nefts,  the  oil  and  bark  of 
the  cocoa-nut,  and  many  other  articles 
equally  defpifed  by  the  Spaniards,  would,  in 
more  induftrious  hands,  afford  fubordinate 
branches  of  traffic  with  the  different  nations 
of  India. 

Having  mentioned  a  few  of  the  moft  va- 
luable productions  of  thofe  iflands,  fufcep- 
tible  of  culture  and  improvement,  I  am 
next  to  obferve,  that,  confidering  the  popu- 
lation and  capacities  of  the  natives,  it  would 
be  eafy  to  render  them  the  inftruments  of 
carrying  every  ufeful  purfuit  to  its  highefl 

pitch 
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pitch  of  perfe£lion.  I  am  bold  to  aflert  this 
upon  the  evidence  of  that  activity,  ingenuity, 
and  refolution  in  the  Indians,  which  I  wit- 
nefled  in  many  different  (ituations. 

The  fame  of  the  Bohol  and  Cavite  warriors 
extends  over  the  bounds  of  the  Phillippine 
ifles  ;  nor  are  the  natives  of  the  other  pro* 
vinces,  who  have  had  equal  advantages  of 
difcipline  and  experience,  at  all  inferior  in 
the  pra61:ice  of  war.  In  a  country  fo  very 
little  indebted  to  its  connexion  with  Europe, 
one  is  aftonifhed  to  find  nautical  artifls  of 
all  kinds,  fliip-builders,  caulkers,  mafters, 
and  pilots.  At  Cavite,  Pangaffinan,  and  fe- 
veral  other  places,  they  con{l:ru(5l  fhips  of 
the  line,  I  cannot  fay  equally  well  finifhed 
with  ours,  but  fufficiently  flrong,  and  in 
good  proportion.  The  fibres  of  the  cabone- 
gro  and  fig-tree  fupply  them  with  excellent 
materials  for  cordage.  From  their  foreft- 
trees  they  have  learned  to  extraift  different 
kinds  of  pitch  and  tar,  equal  in  quality  to 
thofe  of  Europe.  The  hulk  or  cover  of  the 
cocoa-nut  is  ufed  for  caulking,  as  is  a  cer- 
tain compofition  of  oil  and  plaifter  for  pay- 
ing the  hull  of  the  veffel.     The  mines  of 

I  Luconia 
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Luconia  furnifh  iron  for  anchors,  nails,   and 
all  other  articles  neceflary  to  the  equipment 
of  fhipping.     The  Indian,  confidering  his 
natural  ftrength  and  agility,  and  his  ufual 
refidenee  on  the  fea  coaft,  or  on  the  banks  of 
rivers,  is  in  reality  born  and  bred  for  the  fea  ; 
and  on  fhore,   works  with  a  verfatility  of 
genius  peculiar  to   himfelf  in    the  feveral 
trades  of  carpenter,  caulker,  weaver,  fail  and 
rope-maker.     But  if  to  what  I  have  faid  re- 
fpe6ling  the  productions  of  the  Phillippine 
:  ifles,  the  induftry,  the  genius,  and  capacities 
of  the  natives,  w^hence  I  am  fully  perfuaded 
every  article  of  trade    exported  from  India 
to  Europe  might  be   derived,   I  add,    that 
thefe  countries  produce  abundance  of  naval 
flores,  and  timber  for  iliip-building  ;    that 
the  Indians,  from  rapid  population,  may  be 
fpared  for  equipping  as  well  as  navigating 
the  fleets  of  Spain,  without  inconvenience  to 
the  improvement  either  of  commerce  or  agri- 
culture,   I    fhall    then  have   defcribed    the 
means  of  an  oriental  navy,  capable  of  fupply^, 
ing  the  place  of  all  the  men  and  fhips  fent 
from  the  weflern  hemifphere  to  the  Eall:  In- 
dies, whether  for  the  purpofe  of  national  de-^ 

fence 
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fence  in  time  of  war,  or  of  trade  and  com- 
merce in  times  of  peace. 

Having  confidered  the  Phillippine  ifles 
as  competent  to  the  produ<flion  of  every 
eaftern  commodity  ;  when  we  turn  our  eye 
to  the  map  of  the  world,  we  fliali  find 
that  their  fituation  is  extremely  favourable 
to  a  dire6t  trade  with  the  parent  country,  as 
well  as  with  the  provinces  of  Peru  and  New 
Spain,  by  way  of  the  South  Sea.  Many  of 
thefe  iflands,  beiides  Luconia,  poffefs  excel- 
lent harbours  ;  but  I  cannot  advife  the  re- 
moval of  their  trade  with  Europe  from  its 
prefent  center  at  Manilla,  until  the  peculiar 
advantages  of  the  route  by  the  newly-difco- 
vered  ftraits  of  Captain  Cook  fhall  be  more 
fully  afcertained.  Their  trade,  however, 
by  the  South  Sea  might  be  transferred  with 
great  propriety  to  a  port  at  the  point  of  Naga, 
on  the  eaftern  coaft  of  the  fame  ifland  ;  a 
lituation  which  would  greatly  abridge  the 
moft  difficult  part  of  the  (hip's  palTage  acrofs 
the  Phillippine  Archipelago,  during  the  dan- 
gerous and  tempelluous  feafon  of  the  wef- 
terly  winds. 

The 
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The  proximity  of  thefe  iflands  to  the  coafl: 
of  China  might  enable  the  Spaniards,  by 
means  of  Chinefe  veffels,  which  frequent 
this  archipelago,  to  obtain  tea,  filk,  porce- 
lain, and  whatever  other  commodities  are 
not  the  natural  produce  of  their  own  colo- 
nies ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  in  order  to  the 
inftru(Slion  and  improvement  of  the  natives, 
they  might  find  it  eafy  to  entice  from  China 
and  Bengal  eminent  artifts  in  all  the  different 
branches  of  Indian  manufadlure.  Emigra- 
tion from  the  coaft  of  China  to  the  Phillip- 
pine  ifles  is  fo  confiderable,  that  I  am  con- 
vinced the  Spaniard,  with  a  little  policy^ 
might  have  been  long  iince  in  poflefiion  of 
all  the  Ikill  and  dexterity  of  the  Chinefe, 
without  either  trouble  or  expence.  And  no- 
thing, in  my  opinion,  but  the  grofleft  igno- 
rance of  the  firfl  principles  of  found  policy^ 
can  fhew  why  their  contiguity  andintercourfe 
with  this  people  have  hitherto  been  little,  or 
rather  in  no  degree  ufeful  to  the  Spanifh  co- 
lonies. The  emigrants  from  China  and  the 
other  nations  of  India,  under  proper  manage- 
ment, might  by  this  time  have  greatly  con- 
tributed to  promote  the  induftry  and  popula- 
tion 
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tion  of  thefe  iflands,  and  have  fuperfeded  the 
neceffity  of  any  other  encouragement  from 
Spain,  than  the  infpe£lion  of  intelUgent  nien, 
who  could  give  a  proper  dire6lion  to  the 
labour  of  the  Indians,  and  the  natural  re- 
fources  of  the  foil. 


CHAP.     XXVII. 


Difquifilons  on  foreign  Settlements  and  their 
political  Government — Pra5lic  ability  of  for  m- 
ing  a  perfect  Union,  in  a  Colony,  amongjl 
People  from  various  Countries — Vigilance 
of  the  'Englifh  in  promoting  their  Com- 
merce— Trade  at  Manilla, 

npHE  political  government  of  the  Spa* 
nifli  colonies  has  fuggefted  the  few 
following  reflexions  on  this  fubje^t.  Fo- 
reign fettlements,  in  my  opinion,  are  only 
fo  far  delirable  as  they  are  the  means  of  in- 
creaiing  the  number  of  ufeful  and  adive  ci- 
tizens, who  may  co-operate  at  home  and 
abroad  in  promoting  the  riches,  ftability. 
Vol,  I.  S  and 
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and  fplendour  of  the  parent  ftate ;  and  there- 
fore a  minifter  may  be  very  idly  employed 
in  auocmentlno;  the  number  and  extent  of  na- 
tional  dependencies  ;  for  if  he  is  carelefs  of 
their  induftry  and  population,  they  will  foon 
become  a  burthen  upon  the  mother  country, 
or  at  beft  fluctuating  and  unproductive 
fpeculations  in  the  general  fyitem  of  com- 
merce. 

The  number  of  ufeful  citizens  may  be  in- 
creafed  by  incorporating  the  natives  with 
the  colonial  fettlement.  The  Indians, 
thou2:h  little  advanced  in  the  arts  of  civiliza- 
tion,  are  in  general  traflable ;  and  were  they 
to  find  themfelves  emancipated  from  the 
rigorous  yoke  of  their  own  domineering 
ariftocracy,  and  admitted  to  the  full  partici- 
pation of  a  mild  and  equitable  government, 
they  would  be  naturally  engaged  to  refpedt 
and  imitate  the  charadter  and  genius  of  their 
mafters. 

The  emigration  of  men  difheartened  and 
deprefied  at  home  by  misfortunes,  by  fevere 
and  ungrateful  toil,  or  by  the  harfh  and  ra- 
pacious condudl  of  their  fuperiors,  but  who 
are  led  to  hope  fgr  better  days  in  a  foreign 
2  '  country, 
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Country,  is  another  means  of  adding  to  the 
lift  of  ufeful  citizens.  It  is  difficult,  I  con- 
fefs,  to  infpire  the  mind  of  the  refugee  with 
principles  of  ftrong  attachment  to  a  ftrange 
foil ;  but  ftill,  by  fcattering  them  over  the 
country,  attaching  them  by  certain  rewards 
to  different  occupations,  particularly  to  that 
of  agriculture,  and  above  all,  by  treating 
them  in  every  (ituation  juftly  and  humanely, 
the  affecSlions  of  the  emigrants  would  co- 
operate  with  the  views  of  government,  and 
at  laft  conform  to  the  purefl  fentiments  of 
public  virtue. 

Were  the  laws  and  principles  of  Chriflia- 
nity,  as  they  are  contained  in  the  facred  code, 
candidly  prefented  and  explained  to  rude  and 
uninformed  minds,  they  would  lay  the  foun- 
dation of  the  moil:  perfe6t  union  pradlicable 
among  a  people  originally  colle6:ed  from 
different  countries.  Mutual  charity  and 
confidence,  which  ought  to  unite  the  hearts 
of  all  men  who  are  fincere  in  their  profeflion 
of  the  Chriflian  faith,  are  the  flronsell  obli- 
gations  that  can  be  imagined  to  produce  con- 
cord in  the  purfuit  of  temporal  interefts. 
Hence  the  mifiionary,  who  is  actuated  by  the 
S  2  honefl 
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honeft  and  dlfinterefted  zeal  of  making  him- 
felf  ufeful,  may  render  eminent  fervice  to 
his  country,  by  fowing  the  feeds  of  loyalty 
and  allegiance  in  the  minds  of  its  new  fub- 
je£ls.  But  while  ecclefiaftics  are  counte- 
nanced and  prote(5led  by  the  magiftrate  in  ex- 
ecuting the  duties  of  their  office,  the  peo- 
ple ought  likewife  to  be  fecured,  by  proper 
regulations,  againft  that  arrogant  and  domi- 
neering fpirit  fo  natural  to  the  clergy. 

Equahty,   as  far  as  is  conliflent  with  the 
difference  of  talents  and  property,  ought  to 
fubfift   between   the    natives    of   the   new 
country  and  the  defcendants  of  the  parent 
ftate.  Rewards,  honours,  and  employments, 
at  leaft  of  a  fubordinate  nature,   ihould  lie 
open  to  merit,  in  whatever  order  of  men  it 
may  be  found  ;  and,  as  nothing  tends  more 
to  confolidate  the  union  of  different  races  of 
men  than  alliances  by  marriage,   this  fhould 
receive  every  poflible  encouragement.     The 
ancient  ufages,  and  even  prejudices  of  ftran- 
o-ers,   fhould  be  treated  with  moderation  and 
indulgence  ;  and,  in  general,  whatever  may 
contribute  to  unite  the  people  in  one  liberal 
fociety,  appears  to  me  rationally  practicable, 

ia 
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111  infilling  into  the  miads  of  aliens  and  fo- 
reigners the  true  principles  of  fidelity  and 
allegiance. 

This  policy,  however,  feems  only  appli- 
cable to  colonial  fettlen:ients  ;  for  I  fufped 
that,  in  a  great  nation,  to  mix  and  com- 
pound the  breed  in  the  fame  manner  might 
baftardize  the  native  character  and  genius  of 
the  people  at  large.  If  the  elementary  prin- 
ciples of  national  charatfler  are  bad,  nothing 
remains  in  the  power  of  the  political  phyli- 
cian,  but  to  alter  and  regulate  its  direction  ; 
for  it  is  incapable  of  being  entirely  changed 
to  advantage,  and  will  always  be,  fuch  as  it 
is,  better  than  when  adulterated  by  the  in- 
trodu(Slion  of  foreisrn  ingredients. 

Colonies,  on  the  contrary,  in  their  original 
conftitution  contain  principles  of  a  hetero- 
geneous nature  ;  and  this  circumftance,  to- 
gether with  their  diftance  from  the  feat  of 
government,  will,  in  a  great  meafure,  ac- 
count for  their  fubfequent  depravity,  Plis 
remote  fituation  not  only  excluding  the  co- 
lonift  from  places  of  truft  at  home,  but  like- 
wife  from  the  honours  and  emoluments  of 
the  firft  places  in  the  colony,  produces  a  hu- 
S  3  miliating 
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miliating  fenfe  of  fubordination,    and  gra- 
dually eftranges  his  mind  from  an  allegiance 
to   the  parent  ftate.     This  evil,    however, 
neceflarily  arifes   from  his  inferior  circum- 
ftances,   and  from  the  fovereign's. ignorance 
of  thofe  individuals  in  the  colony,  into  whofe 
hands  power  and  confidence  might  be  fafely 
jntrufted.     Befides,  a  turn  of  mind  peculiar 
to  the  planter,   occafioned  by  a  phyfical  dif- 
ference of  conftitution,  climate,  cuftoms,  and 
education,  tends  ftill  more  to  reprefs  the  re- 
mains of  his  former  attachment  to  his  native 
foil.     Whoever  has  attended  to  the  ftriking 
peculiarities  which  often  fubfift  between  the 
inhabitants  of  different  provinces,  cities,  and 
even  villages    of  the   fame  kingdom,    will 
cafily  conceive  the  powerful  influence  of  this 
principle.     Now  if,  in  the  courfe  of  human 
affairs,  any  critical  fituation  in  the  circum^ 
fiances  of  the  mother  country  fhould  happen 
to  concur  with  this  jealous  and  irritated  tem- 
per of  the  colonies,   it  is  likely  to  be  em- 
braced by    certain   popular  leaders,    as    the 
proper   moment   for    revolt  ;     while    pride, 
luxury,  and  the  love  of  innovation,  actua- 
ting the  minds  of  all  orders  of  men,  may 

fugged 
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fuggeft  claims  to  independence,  and  prompt 
men  finally  to  withdraw  that  allegiance  which 
they  have  learned  to  confider  as  a  foreign 
yoke. 

Colonial  depravity  feems  to  be  lefs  inci- 
dent to  an  iiland  than  to  a  more  extended 
territory  ;  and  therefore  I  would  recommend 
an   infular   in  preference   to  a  continental 
fituation,  for  the  purpofe  of  diftant  fettle- 
ments.     Exorbitant  fortunes,   which  always 
produce  great  inequality  in  men,    are  almoft 
peculiar  to  an  extenfive  country,  and  feldom 
fall  to  the  fhare  of  individuals  refiding  with- 
in the  moderate  bounds  of  an  ifland  ;  befides, 
the  more  difficult  intercourfe  which  fubiifts 
between  two  iflands,  will  render  their  union 
more   incomplete   than   that   between    two 
provinces  on  the  fame  continent.  Each  ifland 
will  acquire  a  chara6ler  peculiar  to  itfelf, 
and  adverfe  from  an  intimate  coalition  with  a 
neighbour ;    whilfl:   famenefs   of   fituation, 
leading  to  fimilar  purfuits,  may  be  expedled 
to  create  in  the  minds  of  their  refpedive 
inhabitants  the  jealoufy  and  antipathy  of  rival 
iftates, 

S  4  I  was 
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I  was  at  feme  pains  to  confider  the  prefeiit 
ftate  of  our  Antilles  iflands ;  and  I  am  fatif- 
fied,  from  every  thing  I  was  able  to  obferve, 
that  citizens,  according  to  their  refpe(5live 
characler,     education,     and    circumftances, 
fhould  be  made  to  fill  the  hard  and  laborious 
as  well  as  the  more  eafy  and  refpe<5lable  de^ 
partments  of  the  colony.     This  is  the  ar^ 
rangement  of  nature,   and   arifes  from  the 
ordinary  progrefs  of  human  fociety — an  ar^ 
rangement,  however,  which  was  checked  in 
our  weftern  iflands  by  the  early  introduc- 
tion of  a  fyHem  of  flavery,  which,  for  moral 
turpitude,   has  no  example  in  the  hiftory  of 
mankind.     The  European  no  fooner  arrives 
in  the  colony  than  he  conceives  himfelf  a 
man  of  rank,    and  would  blufh  to  exercif? 
the   fame   manual   occupation   he   ufed    to 
pradife  at  home.    He  joins  his  countrymen, 
not  to  work,  but  to  indulge  ;   and  hence  the 
poor   negro    is   faddled  not  only  with  that 
labour  intended  for  his  mafter,  but  likewife 
with  what  properly  belongs  to  inferior  ani^ 
mals.     It  therefore  follows,    that  while  the 
lazy  breed  of  white  men  increafcs,  the  ufeful 
and  laborious  blacks  are  daily  on  the  decline, 

I'he 
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The  planter's  diminifhed  flock  muft  be  re- 
cruited by  frefli  importations  of  (laves  ;  and 
thus,  by  their  rapid  and  unnatural  confump- 
tion,  the  regions  from  which  they  are  ob- 
tained muft  be  gradually  reduced  to  defola- 
tion.  The  cruel  efFe<Sls  of  this  inhuman 
traffic  are  already  felt  in  the  thin  population 
of  thefe  fable  tribes  ;  and,  from  the  art  and 
xhicane  which  the  African  dealer  learns  from 
the  European  merchant,  advance  in  the  price 
of  negroes  may  be  expelled  to  bear  no  pro- 
portion to  their  actual  fcarcity. 

In  a  country  where  the  beauty  of  climate 
is  only  equalled  by  a  fertility  of  foil,  the  race 
of  Europeans  degenerates  as  it  increafes  ; 
and,  after  depriving  the  colony  of  ufeful  la- 
bourers by  exceiiive  toil  and  feverity,  many 
remain  a  burden  upon  the  fettlement,  or 
fall  a  facrifice  to  idlenefs,  extravagance,  and 
fenfuality.  How  different  from  thefe  colo- 
nies, in  population  and  manners,  are  the  pro- 
vinces of  Canada  andLouIfiana !  In  the  latter, 
though  with  a  more  ll:ubborn  foil,  the  plan- 
ter is  not  degraded  in  his  own  eftimation, 
nor  in  that  of  others,  by  cultivating  his  farm 
with  his   own  hands.     His  conllitution  is 

not 
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not  impaired  by  the  indulgence  of  idlenefs 
and  intemperance,    nor  does  the  improve- 
ment of  his  fields  depend  on  the  hard  toil  of  a 
relnclant  flave,  who  has  no  better  profpe£t 
than  that   of  ending   his  days   amidil:  the 
rigours  of  labour   and    punifhment.      Re- 
fpe6:ing  what  is  obferved  of  the  heat  and 
pernicious  influence  of  climate  on  the  Euro- 
pean conftitution,  I  conceive  it  to  be  merely 
an  apology    for  pride   and   indolence ;    for 
it  is  evident,   that  the  fibres  of  the  negro, 
born    under   the   vertical  ravs  of  the  fun, 
mufl:  be  much  more  relaxed,  and  therefore 
lefs  in    a   condition   for   labour   and   exer- 
cife,    than    thofe    of    the   European    who 
comes  from  a  more  temperate  region.     In 
Ihort,  I  have  had  occafion  to  remark,    that 
ignorance  and  indifference   on   the  part  of 
the  mother  country,   regarding  the  govern- 
ment of  her  colonies,  frequently  engender 
infolence  and  rapacity  in  certain  individuals, 
whofe   condu£l  tends  to  fubvert  the  com- 
merce, and  {hake  the  ftability  of  her  foreign 

fettlements. 1  return  to  the  Phillippine 

jflands. 

The 
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The  Englifli,  with  a  vigilance  peculiar 
to  themfelves  in  matters  relating  to  com- 
nierce,  perceiving  the  importance  of  an  efta* 
blifhment  in  thefe  iflands,  when  Manilla,  by 
the  articles  of  peace,  was  reflored  to  the  Spa- 
niards, formed  an  alliance  with  the  king  of 
Holo,  and  eftabliftied  a  colony  in  his  domini- 
ons. Their  fhips,  which  have  occafion  to  pro- 
ceed to  China  late  in  the  feafon,  are  obliged 
to  fail  through  the  Phillippine  Archipelago  ; 
and,  therefore,  they  have  been  at  infinite 
pains  to  acquire  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
this  navigation,  a  navigation  which  in  time 
of  war  affords  accefs  to  the  Indian  ocean, 
introduces  them  to  a  commerce  with  the 
whole  of  thefe  iflands  at  prefent  in  the 
hands  of  the  Chinefe,  favours  their  illicit 
trade  with  the  Dutch  fettlements  and  the 
Molucca  ifles,  and  may,  on  fome  future  oc- 
cafion, facilitate  the  conqueft  of  one  or  more 
of  thofe  countries,  whether  Indian,  Spanifli, 
or  Dutch. 

If  the  reader  is  inclined  to  reg^ard  thefe 
obfervations  as  idle  and  extravagant,  let  him 
refled  for  a  moment  on  the  a£live  and  af- 
piring  genius  of  the  Englilb,  and  he  will 

find. 
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find,   that  among  them  the  moft   infignl- 
ficant  of  the  people  is  frequently  aduated 
by  all  the  zeal  and  enterprize  of  a  patriotic 
citizen  ;  that  his  fpeculations  on  the  great 
interefts  of  his  country  are  not  treated  with 
contempt  merely  becaufe  they  come  from 
an  obfcure  individual ;   that,  fince  thefe  dif- 
tant  regions  are  rarely  vilited  but  by  men  of 
inferior  condition,  who  emigrate  for  the  im- 
provement of  their  fortune,   the  minifter  of 
that  enlightened  country  is  fenlible  he  can 
derive  fuch  information  from  perfons  of  this 
defcription  only ;  that  the  exa<£l  bearing  of  a 
cape,   pofition  of  a  channel,  mountain,  or 
harbour,  difcoveries  of  little  moment  at  firft 
view,  may  be  found  by  men  of  their  charac- 
ter, ardent  to  have  a  permanent  fettlement 
in  that  part  of  the  world,  of  effential  impor- 
tance.    In  a  word,   let  him  recolle^l,  that 
thefe  are  adlually  the  means  by  which  the 
Englifh  have  beep  enabled  to  complete  their 
conquefts  in  America,  to  acquire  a  moft  ex- 
teniive  dominion  in  India.,  and  to  open  to 
themfelves  different  avenues  to  the  capital  of 
Mexico. 

The 
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The  prefent  commerce  of  Manilla,  exclu- 
five  of  a  coafting  trade  with  the  Billayan 
ifles,  is  confined  to  one  or  two  (hips,  em- 
ployed to  purchafe  goods  at  Macao,  and  five 
or  fix  Chinefe  vefTels,  which  import  com- 
modities from  Canton  and  Quemoy.  They 
difpatch,  but  rarely,  a  fingle  (hip  to  Siam, 
Bengal,  or  the  coaft  of  Coromandel ;  and, 
befides  the  galleon  of  New  Spain,  loaded 
with  the  produce  of  China  and  Bengal,  they 
fend  one  to  Batavia,  whence  they  are  fup- 
plied  with  the  goods  and  manufaclures  of 
Europe.  As  there  was  no  (hip  to  fail  from 
Manilla  fooner  than  that  bound  for  Batavia 
towards  the  beginning  of  March,  I  chofe  to 
embrace  this  opportunity  of  continuing  my 
travels. 


CHAP. 
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Departure  from  Manilla  for  Batavla- — An* 

chorage  in  Batavia  Road—ufeful  Cautions 

to  Navigator s^—the  Dutch  hold  their  India 

Settlements  by   a  precarious  Tenure — De* 

fcription  of  Batavia  and  its  Environs, 

T  ACCORDINGLY  failed  from  Manilla 
for  Batavia,  the  7th  of  March  1769,  in 
a  fmall  Spanifh  veffel,  with  a  fair  wind  at 
eaft.  We  pafled  the  Marybelles  and  the 
point  of  Caponnes  on  our  left,  and  foGii 
came  in  view  of  the  iflands  Luban  and  Min- 
doro ;  but  being  unable  to  difcover  the 
ifland  Paragoa,  we  were  not  without  appre- 
henfion  of  running  on  fome  fand-banks  (itu- 
ated  northward  from  the  foundings  of  Pulo 
Saputo.  We  entered  the  found  of  this  little 
ifland,  with  from  thirty  to  forty  fathoms 
water,  on  a  bottom  of  fand  mixed  with 
fhells,  and  difcovered  Pulo  Saputo,  which  is 
a  rock  in  the  perfedl  form  of  a  fhoe.  North 
of  it,  at  the  diflance  of  three  leagues,  is  a 
clufter  of  other  little  iflands,  or  rather  rocks, 

which 
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which    are  efteemed   fomewhat   dangerous 
in  this  navigation.     The  wind,   which  had 
greatly  abated  as  we  turned  Pulo  Saputo,  be- 
gan to  frefhen  ;  and  having  no  confidence 
in  the  S.  E.  at  this  feafon,  it  being  now  the 
20th  of  March,  we  ftood  out  to  fea  from  the 
mouth  of  the  gulph  of  Slam,   and  foon  dis- 
covered the  iflands  Anambas  and  Natuna. 
We  faw  Pulo  Aor,  and  afterwards  the  ides 
of  Saint  Efprit.     Between  Saint  Efprit  and 
the  iflands  that  form  the  entrance  to  the 
flraits  of  Malacca,   we  had  very  little  depth 
of  water,  our  foundings  being  only  eight  fa- 
thoms on  a  muddy  bottom.     We  had  made 
but  little  progrefs  when  we  were  admonifh- 
ed  by  violent  fqualls  of  our  approach  to  the 
ifland  Sumatra ;    and   foon   difcovered    the 
mountains  of  Monopin,   north  of  the  ifland 
of  Banca.      Here  we  flood  away  towards 
Sumatra,  and  fl:eered  along  the  coaft,   keep- 
ing clear  of  the  fliore,  as  well  as  of  the  point 
of  Banca.     As  we  paffed  the  mouth  of  the 
Palimban,    a  river  in  Sumatra,  we  faw  a 
Dutch  vefTel^  taking  in  a  cargo  of  pepper. 
We  entered  the  ftraits  and  failed  alono;  the 
(hore  in  only  fix  fathoms  water.     The  fea 

running 
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running  extremely  high,  with  little  wind, 
we  were  defirous  of  coming  to  anchor  ;  but 
finding  we  had  occafion  for  a  fupply  of 
frelh  water,  we  pafled  the  flraits,  and 
moored  in  five  fathoms,  a  ftone's  throw 
from  the  iflands  of  Nanca.  This,  however, 
beinsc  a  critical  lituation  for  fmall  veflels 
fuch  as  ours,  by  reafon  of  the  Malay  pirates 
who  infeft  the  ftraits,  we  made  all  poffible 
difpatch  to  get  again  under  weigh  ;  and  the 
next  day,  having  doubled  Nort-water,  we 
had  a  diftant  view  of  the  ifland  Java.  We 
were  now  furrounded  with  a  thoufand  fmall 
iflands,  in  a  current  which  ran  with  great 
impetuofity,  and  we  thought  it  advifeable  to 
bring  to  and  drop  an  anchor.  We  again 
got  under  fail  with  more  favourable  weather, 
and  doubling  Sud-w^ater  and  the  ifle  of 
Edam,  we  moored  the  15  th  of  April  in  the 
road  of  Batavia.  The  flag^ftaff  of  a  Dutch 
fort,  eredled  on  this  little  ifland,  appeared 
over  the  tops  of  the  trees  :  this,  with  a 
number  of  labourers,  were  the  firfl:  objetls 
that  caught  our  notice.  The  approach  to 
the  ifle  of  Edam  from  the  S.  E.  is  greatly 
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incommoded  by  a  reef  of  rocks,   to  avoid 
which  requires  much  caution  in  the  pilot. 

The  road  of  Batavia  is  large,  handfome, 
and  fecure,  but  prefenting  two  obje6ls  of 
danger,  which  ought  to  be  defcribed  for  the 
benefit  of  navigators.  The  firft,  lying  in 
the  E.  and  in  the  way  of  the  ordinary  Ration 
of  (hipping  in  the  road,  we  left  on  our  lar- 
board at  a  confiderable  diflance.  The  fe- 
cond  is  equally  diftant,  on  the  fide  of  the 
main  from  the  (hip's  Ration,  which  is  a 
good  quarter  of  a  league  from  land,  and  op- 
pofite  to  the^canal  of  Batavia.  The  former 
is  diftinguiOied  by  feveral  crofles  ere£led  for 
the  purpofe  of  beacons  ;  and,  as  the  veflels 
which  have  bufinefs  in  the  Archipelago  or 
the  Molucca  ifles  have  no  temptation  to  ap- 
proach io  near  the  lau,d,  is  of  little  confe- 
quence.  But  the  latter  may  eafily  interfere 
with  fuch  fhips  on  a  tack  as  have  occafion 
to  touch  at  the  ifland  Honduras,  or  on  the. 
coaft  of  the  main  land,  near  the  ftraits  of 
the  Sound.  This  is  pointed  out  to  the  ma- 
riner's notice  by  a  pole,  on  the  top  of  which 
is  a  triangular  frame. 
-    Vol.  I.  T  The 
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The  road  is  formed,  on  the  fide  of  the 
land,  by  a  vaft  curvature  of  the  coafi:,  in  the 
manner  of  an  amphitheatre,  whofe  extremi- 
ties project  confidcrably  into  the  fea,  and 
on  that  of  the  ocean  by  a  number  of  httle 
iflands,  on  which  the  Dutch  have  eredted 
arfenals,  magazines,  and  work-houfes.  At 
Honduras  we  had  the  firfl:  ftriking  example 
of  Dutch  induflry,  confifling  of  windmills 
conilruiled  for  the  purpofe  of  favv'ing  tim- 
ber. • 

I  proceeded  dlredly  to  Batavia,  which  is 
fituated  about  half  a  league  from  the  fhore, 
and  at  the  head  of  a  very  beautiful  canal,  in 
excellent  repair,  and  capable  of  admitting 
veflels  of  four  hundred  tons  burthen.  The 
city  is  extremely  populous,  has  a  handfome 
caftle,  and  the  garrifon,  as  well  as  the  other 
inhabitants,  confids  chiefly  of  Europeans. 
Though  regularly,  it  is  weekly'  fortified  ; 
but,  by  means  of  canals  and  avenues  of  large 
trees,  which  occupy  and  interfe£l  the  adja- 
cent grounds,  and  which  might  be  eafily 
converted  into  an  infinite  number  of  in- 
trenchments,  it  feems  to  me  capable  of  be- 
ing put  into  a  very  flrong  Hate  of  defence. 

From 
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From  all  I  could  learn  during  four  months 
ipent  in  Batavia  and  its  environs,  the  fettle- 
ments  of  the  Dutch  in  India  feem  to  be  held 
by  a    much  more  precarious  tenure    than 
than  thofeof  their  neighbours  the  Spaniards 
in  the  Phillippine  ifles.     Since  the  firft  fet- 
tlement   of  the  Dutch  in  this  part  of  the 
worjd,   they  have  taken  no  pains  to  incorpo- 
rate the  natives  with  their  own  fubjedls ; 
on  the  contrary,    their  condu<fl  and  deport- 
ment towards  the  Indians  have  been  fuch, 
as  to  render  the  latter  highly  indignant,  and 
impatient  of  their  government.     The  Hol- 
landers are  neither  infenfible  to  the  difaffcc- 
tion  of  the  Indians,  nor  to  the  advantages  of 
their  trade  ;  and  hence  that  chequered  po- 
licy,   in    which    they   employ   alternately 
force,    flattery,    and  diflimulation,    as   may 
feem  moft  conducive  to  their  prefent  views. 
They  are  engaged  in  frequent  wars  with  the 
Indians,  and  in  perpetual  dread  of  hoftilities, 
even  from  thofe  who  live  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Batavia;  and,   were  any  difailrous 
event  to  happen  in  the  affairs  of  the  com- 
monwealth to  divert  a  firidi  attention  to  their 
colonies  in  the  Eaft,  we  might  foon  fee  the 
T  3  reign 
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reign  of  thefe  republicans  finally  terminate 
in  thofe  regions.  This  is  what  may  be  called 
the  want  of  colonial  {lability,  a  defed  partly 
owing  to  the  Indians  never  having  been 
brought  to  conform  in  matters  of  religion  ; 
but  much  more  to  that  commercial  avarice 
and  rapacity  which  have  frequently  engaged 
the  Dutch  in  meafures  fo  fcandaloufly  bafe 
and  fanguinary,  as  could  not  fail  to  excite  ill 
the  breafts  of  the  natives  fentiments  of  the 
mofl:  implacable  hatred  to  their  perfons  and 
interefts. 

The  Dutch  fettlement  in  the  ifland  of 
Java  prefents  a  large  field  for  difcufHon  ;  but 
I  fhall  fay  little  here  of  what  I  have  either 
feen  or  have  fufficient  reafon  to  believe. 
The  great  refort  of  {Grangers,  Europeans  ^s 
well  as  Afiatics,  to  this  road  ;  the  vafl  com- 
merce of  the  Dutch,  to  which  Batavia  ferves 
as  the  principal  mart ;  the  unafFe(Sed  beauty 
of  the  capital ;  its  canals,  walks,  and  gar- 
dens ;  the  regularity  of  the  Batavian  houfes; 
the  number,  and  fumptuous  manners  of  the 
Dutch  merchants  ;  the  immenfe  population 
of  Indians,  Moors,  Chinefe,  and  Portuguefe; 
their  numerous  families  of  flaves ;    the  re- 

fources 
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iburces  requifite  to  maintain  and  carry  on  fb 
extenfive  and  various  a  commerce ;  the 
force  of  their  arms,  which  are  in  condition  to 
controul  and  govern  many  warlike  and  po- 
tent princes  ;  in  a  word,  all  the  chief  obje£ls 
of  inquiry  relative  to  the  actual  flate  of  this 
country  have  been  fully  confidered  by  pre-^ 
ceding  travellers. 

I  found  much  entertainment  in  rambling 
about  the  ftreets  of  Batavia,  each  of  which 
prefents  the  gay  and  pleafant  effe£l  of  a  beau- 
tiful promenade.  On  either  iide  is  a  regular 
row  of  houfes,  veneered  v/ith  akind  of  teflel- 
lated  bricks.  Along  the  walls  of  each  houfe, 
and  two  or  three  fleps  above  the  level  of  the 
ground,  runs  a  terrace,  which  is  feparated  from 
that  of  the  adjoining  building  by  benches, 
and  covered  with  tents  or  booths  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  proprietor  and  his 
friends.  Beneath  this  terrace  is  a  fpace  of 
fix  or  (even  feet  in  width,  paved  with  flag- 
fiones,  which  forms  a  path  for  the  conveni- 
ence of  foot-paflengers.  Contiguous  to  the 
path  is  a  much  larger  fpace,  covered  with  fine 
fand  and  gravel,  intended  for  the  ufe  of  car- 
riages ;  and,  laft  of  all,  appears  a  row  of 
T  3  huihf 
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bulhy  evergreens,  cut  into  the  form  of  a 
fan,  which  lines  each  fide  of  a  canal  of  run- 
ning water,  about  thirty  yards  in  breadth. 
Under  the  fhade  of  thefe  trees  is  another 
little  terrace,  neatly  paved,  and  rifing  by  a 
flight  of  fteps  above  the  level  of  the  ftreet. 
The  canal  is  confined  by  walls,  with  flairs  at 
certain  intervals,  for  the  purpofes  of  naviga- 
tion ;  and  on  the  oppofite  fide  is  a  ftreet  in 
exa<5t  uniformity  with  that  which  has  now 
been  defer ibed. 

The  caftlc  is  one  of  the  moft  beautiful 
objedls  I  have  ever  ieen  ;   and  from  the  uni- 
form and  chafte  limplicity  obferved  in  the 
military  as  well  as  rural  difpoiition  of  the  ad-  • 
jacent  grounds,    does   great  honour  to  the 
artifl:.     The  fuburbs  of  Batavia  are  divided 
into  three  diftri^ls,  and  feparated  from  oae 
another   by  large  intervals,   which  are  oc- 
cupied by  gardens  laid  out  in  good  tafte. 
The  firft  diftriil:  is  compofed  of  Portu- 
i  guefe  heretics,   and  Indians  from  Bengal  or 
the  Malabar  coaft.    Their  flreets  and  houfes 
are  in  the  ftile  ot  the  Dutch,  but  on  a  fmaller 
fcale. 

The 
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The  fecond,  coniiderably  larger  and  more 
populous  than  the  former,  is  the  chief  refi- 
dence  of  the  Chinefe,  who,  by  their  unwea- 
ried buflle  in  the  ftreets,  and  application  to 
the  bufinefs  of  their  fhops,  afford  a  ftriking 
pidlure  of  the  a£live  and  induftrious  genius 
of  this  extraordinary  people.  Their  houfes, 
except  thofe  of  the  richer  fort  which  have  an 
elegant  fimplicity,  are  miferably  built ;  they 
are  low,  the  apartments  wretchedly  con- 
trived, and,  from  their  great  population, 
flrangely  crowded  together.  Their  flreets, 
extremely  narrow  and  nafty,  are  befides 
much  incumbered  with  a  curious  affemblage 
of  all  the  various  articles  of  Chinefe  induftry 
and  manufa(£lure. 

The  third  confifts  of  Indians,  colleded 
from  the  different  iflands  of  the  vaft  archi- 
pelago, as  well  as  from  the  various  parts  of 
the  eaftern  continent.  This  diftridl  is  more 
extenfive  and  rural,  but  much  lefs  populous 
than  either  of  the  former.  The  houfes  and 
gardens  of  the  richer  Moors  from  the  penin- 
fula  of  India,  are  in  the  Afiatic  tafle,  and  not 
inferior  in  beauty  to  thofe  of  the  moft  opu- 
lent among  the  Dutch  ;   but  the  houfes  of 

T  4  the 
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the  poorer  fort  are  extremely  fimple.  The 
Indian  ever  chufing  to  refide  in  the  vicinity  of 
running  water,  of  which  he  makes  frequent 
life  for  ablution  and  other  rehgious  obfervan- 
ces,  commonly  rears  his  cottage  between  two 
trees  on  the  bank  of  a  canal.  It  is  very  re- 
markable, that,  though  fprung  from  coun- 
tries widely  different  from  one  another,  a 
few  trifling  differences  excepted,  they  all 
obferve  the  fame  rites,  manners,  and  cuf- 
toras.  Many  are  rude  and  uncultivated, 
but  they  are  generally  fair  in  their  dealings, 
fimple  and  unaffected  in  their  drefs,  fober 
and  temperate  in  their  diet.  They  fubfiffc 
almofl  entirely  on  rice  and  fruit ;  and  ufe 
the  loofe  flowing  garments  of  the  eaftern 
nations.  The  Indian  from  the  archipelago 
wears  a  kind  of  petticoat  defcending  to  the 
^alf  of  the  leg,  a  waiftcoat  widening  as  ic 
approaches  the  hips,  and  over  all  a  fafh  or 
plaid,  which  anfwers  the  purpofe  of  a  furtout 
coat,  and  occationally  ferves  to  defend  his 
perfon  from  the  inclemencies  of  the  feafon. 
/  In  fine  weather  this  Is  worn  like  a  laro;e  fhoul- 
der-belt,andls  efleemedan  ornamental  as  well 
as  ufeful  article  of  drefs.     The  furtout,  or 
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great  coat,  is  common  to  both  fexes,  vvhofc 
apparel  is  ia  all  refpe£ls  iimilar,  except  that 
the  waiftcoat  and  petticoat  of  the  women  arc 
generally  black,  and  made  to  defcend  lower 
than  thofe  of  the  men.  The  head  of  ths 
woman  is  always  uncovered,  with  the  hair 
rolled  or  platted  on  the  crown,  in  the  manner 
of  the  Chinefe.  The  men  wear  hats,  made 
fometimes  of  leaves,  and  large  and  flat, 
which  have  a  ftrong  refemblance  to  thofe  I 
firft  faw  in  the  Phillippine  ifles.  Others 
wear  hats  made  of  fine  leaves,  refembling  ia 
their  form  a  fmall  kettle. 

The  intervals  between  the  different  dif- 
tri£^s  of  fuburbs  prefent  to  the  eye  Dutch 
gardens  beautifully  interfeiled  by  canals, 
and  embellifhed  with  artificial  iilands  aii^ 
rocks,  in  the  lame  fimple  tafle  with  their 
houfes.  The  houfes  of  the  Dutch  are  large, 
haridfome,  and  convenient  ;  though  they 
feldom  occupy  more  during  the  day-time 
than  two  galleries  in  oppofite  fronts.  The 
firft,  which  is  uied  as  a  drawing-room,  is 
elegant,  comfortably  furnifhed,  and  made  to 
admit  a  free  circulation  of  air — a  circum- 
ilance  of  great  convenience  in  allaying  the 

intenfe 
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intenfe  heat  of  the  climate.  One  end  of  the 
fecond  gallery  is  appropriated  to  the  mailer's 
private  accommodation,  for  here  he  has  his 
counting-houfe,  clerks,  books,  and  papers. 
The  other  is  the  apartment  of  the  wife, 
who,  amidft  her  domeftic  concerns,  her 
children,  women,  and  (laves,  fuperintends 
^he  induflry  and  ceconomy  of  her  family. 
The  crardens  of  the  Dutch  merchants  extend 
to  the  diftance  of  a  league  and  a  half  from 
Batavia,  on  each  fide  of  magnificent  canals, 
lined  with  fine  trees,  which  afford  a  cooling 
and  perpetual  (hade.  Here  I  faw  the  bafons 
or  refervoira.  of  feveral  rivers,  which  furnifh 
plentiful  fupplies  of  water  over  all  the  adja- 
cent country,  though  by  far  the  greateftpart 
of  it  is  diverted  into  the  canals  of  Batavia. 
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CHAP.    XXIX. 

Cujloms  of  the  Javanefe  and  Malayans-^ 
Defer iptwn  of  feveral  Chine fe  'femples  on 
the  IJland  of  fava — religious  and  civil 
Rites  of  the  Chinefe^ — ruinous  Policy  of 
the  Dutch  in  their  Management  of  this  Set- 
tUraent. 

T  SPENT  my  time  very  agreeably  in  this 
•*-  iflaiid,    partly  in  the  city,   but  more  fre- 
quently in  one  of  the  gardens  which  I  have 
now  defcribed.     At  Batavia  I  faw  the  Chi- 
nefe  as  well  as  the  European  comedy,  and 
a  fpecies  of  Javaneie  opera,  accompanied  with 
dancing.     There  was  a  novelty  in  the  natu- 
ral and  {imple  mufic  of  thefe  countries,  from 
which  I  derived  much  entertainment.     The 
ceremonies  attending  the  Javenefe  manner 
of  burial  are  extremely  interefting  to  a  mind 
endued   with   fenfibility.      The   mourner's 
plaintive  lamentation,  the  tears  and  forrow  of 
relations,  the  profufion  of  flowers  and  odours 
fcattered  over  the  body  of  the  deceafed,  are 
emblems  o^  that  fweet  and  tender  affedion 

which 
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which  fubfiiled  between  the  living  and  their 
departed  friends. 

In  the  vaft  concourfe  of  different  nations 
from  the  old  continent  one  perceives  a  dif^ 
tin<flive  phyfiognomy  and  character,   which 
are  lively  or  ferioiis,  according  as  the  refpec- 
tive  places  of  their  nativity  are  more  or  lefs 
removed  from  the  regions  under  the  line— • 
a  diverfity  which  feems  at  the  fame  time  to 
receive  certain  modifications  from  the  nature 
of  the  foil  and  the   quality  of  diet.     Ex- 
perience has  very  much  confirmed  me  in 
the  truth  of  this  remark  ;  though  I  confefs  I 
4iave  obferved  in  fome  inftances,   with  fur- 
prize,  a  ftronger  analogy  between  two  peo- 
ple on  the  fame  continent,  but  widely  diftant 
from  each  other,    than  between  two  nation? 
almoft  contiguous,   the  one  of  which  is  in 
Alia  and  the  other  in  Europe.     This  appear- 
ance might  perhaps  be  befh  explained  by  re- 
currins:  to  the  original  fources  of  their  re- 
fpedlive  population. 

The  Chinefe  temples,  which  ftand  with- 
out the  walls  of  Batavia,  are  in  the  fame 
o-ood  tafte  obfervable  in  their  private  build- 
iiif^s  :    thev  are  adorned  with  the  ftatues  of 

Chinefe 
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Chiu&fe  heroes  and  patriots,  who,  after  ren- 
dering fervices  to  their  country  during  their 
lives,  are  now  remembered  by  pofterity  with 
gratitude  and  veneration.  Before  each  flatue 
IS  an  altar,  in  honour  of  which  tapers  are 
kept  burning  day  and  night  ;  and  at  flated 
periods  it  is  the  buiinefs  of  the  pried:  to  offer 
facrifice,  the  nature  or  purpofes  of  which  I 
could  not  learn.  The  minifter,  however, 
appears  in  the  evening  before  the  altar,  and, 
having  prayed  and  beat  a  drum,  proceeds  to 
burn  bits  of  paper  painted  with  various  de-. 
ligns ;  and  probably  in  this  manner  prefents 
gifts  to  the  obje£l  of  his  religious  worfliip. 
At  a  certain  age  of  the  moon  thefe  temples 
are  magnificently  illuminated  with  lamps 
and  flambeaux  ;  and  indeed  the  greateil:  part 
of  the  Chinefe  rites  feem  to  be  exerciied  in 
the  myfterious  ufe  of  light  and  found.  Fire, 
I  am  told,  is  the  fymbol  of  that  fervent  love 
which  ought  to  inflame  their  minds  in  the 
offices  of  devotion  ;  while  found,  ferves  to 
denote  their  earnefl  and  importunate  dciire? 
of  being  liilened  to  in  their  prayers.  I  am 
much  inclined  to  refl:  fatisfied  with  this  com- 
mentary on  the  religious  rites  of  the  Chi- 
I  nefe, 
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iiefe,  as  there  appears  an  evident  analogy 
between  this  religious  nolfe  and  the  ufe  of 
the  great  drum  which  ftood  anciently  at  the 
door  of  the  hall  of  the  emperor  of  China*s 
palace.  In  former  times  every  Chinefe  fubje<Et 
had  the  privilege  of  beating  it  as  often  as  he 
wifhed  to  have  an  audience  of  the  emperor  ; 
and  it  is  faid  that  his  Majefty  was  never 
known  to  refufe  accefs  to  his  prefence  the 
moment  he  heard  the  found  of  the  great 
drum. 

Wheri  a  Chinefe  virgin  has  attained  an 
age  propei;  for  hymeneal  rites,  fhe  intimates 
her  defire  of  an  alliance  with  the  other  fex, 
by  placing  a  fet  of  flovi^er-pots  in  the  win- 
dows of  her  apartments.  Marriage  Is  con- 
tracted without  the  intervention  of  the  flight- 
eft  acquaintance  between  the  parties  ;  and  the 
wife  of  a  rich  Afiatic  would  conceive  it  to  be 
a  profanation  of  her  perfon,  to  be  feen  with- 
out the  walls  of  the  haram. 

The  Javanefe  are  tali  and  well-propor- 
tioned in  their  limbs,  and  prefent  themfelves 
with  a  nobler  air  and  more  open  counte- 
nance than  the  natives  of  the  Philllppine  ifles. 
The  Malaye  Indians,  on  the  other  hand,  are 

fhort 
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fhortand  clumfy  in  their  perfons,  with  fome- 
thing  extremely  coarfe  and  ruftic  in  the  eyes 
and  general  expreflicn  of  the  face.  As  to  the 
manners,  however,  of  the  Javanefe,  I  am 
greatly  at  a  lofs  ;  for,  having  lodged  in  the 
houfe  of  an  Eu/opran,  I  had  but  little  occa- 
lion  to  frequent  their  company. 

Many  com.  aints  are  made  of  the  un- 
%yhoiefoinc  nature  both  of  the  air  and  water 
at  Bacavia.  For  my  part,  though  I  drank 
nothing  but  pure  water,  and  fed  on  fruit  and 
vegetables  alone,  I  never  enjoyed,  in  any  pe- 
riod of  my  life,  better  health  than  on  the 
ifland  of  Java.  This  meagre  diet,  however, 
is  very  different  from  the.  manner  of  living 
in  ufe  among  Europeans  at  Batavia;'  but  I 
found  it  to  be  the  food  of  the  Indians,  and  it 
was  much  better  fuited  to  my  natural  tafle, 
and  to  all  the  fober  and  temperate  maxims  of 
my  life.  Befides  many  fpecies  of  fruits  and  ve- 
getables peculiar  to  thefe  climates,  I  met  with 
every  produdion  of  the  European  garden  in 
great  abundance.  The  regifter-fliip,  which 
fails  annually  in  the  month  of  March,   being 


t3 
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on  the  point  of  her  departure,  I  feized  this 
opportunity  to  write  to  my  friends  in  Eu- 
rope, 

The  mofl:  ruinous  policy,  in  my  opinion, 
which  can  here  a6luate  a  company  of  mer- 
chants, is  that  of  interfering  in  the  num- 
berlefs  feuds  and  animoiities  of  the  Indian 
princes  ;  and  hence  I  maintain,  that  the  pof- 
feffions  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  Phillippine 
ifles  reft  on  a  furer  foundation  than  thofe 
either  of  the  EngUih  or  Dutch  in  the  Eaft 
Indies:  The  Dutch  w^ere  no  fooner  fettled 
on  the  ifland  of  Java,  than,  inftead  of  re- 
maining like  good  and  peaceable  merchants 
behind  their  counters,  they  uniformly  made 
it  their  bufinefs  to  mingle  in  all  the  anti- 
pathies and  difputes  of  the  natives.  Con- 
ilantly  at  war  with  one  prince  or  another, 
perhaps  to  their  misfortune  they  have  been 
almofl  as  conftantly  fuccefsful.  A  war,  how- 
ever, once  kindled  in  thefe  regions,  like  a 
kind  of  hydra,  feldom  expires  without  giving 
birth  to  many  fucceeding  ones.  I  found, 
upon  my  arrival  at  Batavia,  that  they  had 
jufl  concluded  two  ;  one  at  Malacca,   and 

the 
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the  other  in  the  Molucca  ides  ;   a  third  in  ' 
the  eaft  of  Java,  was  then  upon  their  hands ; 
and  they  were  bufily  preparing  for  a  fourth 
in  Sumatra,  againft  the  king  of  PaHmban. 


CHAP.       XXX. 

Military  and  civil  EJlabl/jhneints  of  the  Dutch 
In  the  IJland  of  Java — their  political  Ma- 
nagement In  fubjedilng  the  native  Princes — 
the  Condu£i  of  the  Spaniards  and  Dutch ^  In 
the  Admlnlftratlon  of  their  dlfant  Settle- 
ments^ coftfdered  and  compared — the  Author 
takes  his  Pa[jage  In 'an  Engllfj  Fejfel  for 
Bombay, 

npHE  Dutch  company,  under  the  pretext 
of  doing  honour  to  the  emperor  of  Java, 
but  in  fa6t  with  a  view  to  their  own  fecurity 
only,  maintain  two  companies  of  European 
cavalry  in  his  fervice.  Every  avenue  lead- 
ing to  the  city  is  lined  with  a  chain  of 
forts  :  and  though  Batavia  is  defended  by  a 
numerous  garrifon,  befides  a  itrong  body  of 
Vol.  I,  U  Euro- 
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Europeans,  divine  fervice  and  the  execu- 
tion of  criminals  are  always  performed  with 
(hut  gates. 

-  The  Indian  kings  in  alliance  with  the 
Dutch  are  crowned  by  the  council  of  Ba- 
tavia  ;  and  when  at  any  time  the  right  of 
lucceffion  happens  to  be  difputed,  the  claims 
of  that  pretender  moft  in  the  Company's  in- 
tcreft  are  invariably  fuftained,  and,  by  force 
or  artifice,  he  is  certain  to  fucceed  to  the 
throne. 

It  is  a  maxim  of  policy  with  the  Dutch, 
to  fuit  themfelves  to  the  natural  conceit  and 
vanity  of  thefe  eaftern  princes,  and  to  flat- 
ter them  with  much  outward  fhew  of  regal 
grandeur,  but  at  the  fame  time  to  ftrip  them 
of  all  real  confequence.  Thus,  provided 
the  Dutch  can  get  poffeflion  of  the  fub- 
flance,  the  Indian  may  amufe  himfelf  with 
the  fhadow  of  Majefty.  The  king  of  Pa- 
limban  having  by  fome  means  given  um- 
brage to  the  council  of  Batavia,  I  faw  his 
miniftcr  arrive,  infi:ru6led  to  make  every 
apology  in  his  mafter's  name  ;  and  his  re- 
ception was  fuch  as  became  the  reprefenta- 
tive  of  a  great  monarch.     It  is  the  duty  of 

I  the 


BY    SEA    AND  LAND,  2gi 

the  youngeft  in  the  court  of  e/Jers  to  intro- 
duce flrangers  to  an  audience  of  the  Com- 
pany, and  therefore  the  chahandat\  as  he  is 
called,  attended  by  a  numerous  retinue, 
went  to  compliment  him  on  his  arrival.  He 
was  received  with  great  ceremony,  and  his 
credentials  heino;  delivered  to  the  chabandar 
under  the  difcharge  of  artillery,  were  placed 
on  a  culhion  fupported  by  a  large  filver  vafe, 
which  was  carried  by  a  company's  officer. 
The  proceffion  getting  into  motion,  the  em- 
baflador,  efcorted  by  a  detachment  of  the 
company's  troops,  was  condu£led  to  the 
caftle ;  where,  being  introduced  to  the 
council,  the  perufal  of  his  inf!:ru£lions  be- 
gan and  ended  with  a  difcharge  of  cannon 
and  mulketry.  The  embafiador  withdrew, 
and  the  council  of  elders  broke  up. 

The  rank  of  counfellor,  but  above  all  the 
high  office  of  prefident,  is  inveiled  with 
much  honour  and  diftin^lion.  The  coach 
of  the  latter  is  conflantly  attended  by  a  body 
of  cavalry,  and  preceded  by  a  company  of 
trumpeters,  who  announce  the  perfon  of 
his  excellency  to  the  public.  At  his  ap- 
proach, carriages  of  all  denomiiiations  flop, 
U  2  and 
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and  thofe  who  are  within  aUght,  and  pay 
him  homage  as  he  pafles.  The  honour  of 
having  two  running  footmen,  a  band  of 
mufic,  and  a  train  of  coaches,  is  peculiar  to 
the  members  of  council;  and  carriages  muft 
flop  and  give  way  to  them  as  to  the  gover- 
nor general,  but,  inftead  of  alighting,  it  is 
only  required  that  thofe  within  fhall  rife 
from  their  places. 

The  higher  clafs  of  merchants,  who  take 
precedence  immediately  after  members  of 
council,  have  the  exclufive  privilege  of  riding 
in  gilt  coaches.  Carriages  at  Batavia  are  fub- 
je6ted  to  a  very  heavy  impofition  ;  but  it  is 
remarkable  that  the  quantity  of  this  tax  is  the 
mverfe  ratio  of  the  fubj eel's  rank  ;  infomuch 
that  Vv^hile  a  member  of  council  pays  a  mere 
trifle,  the  inferior  orders  of  men  are  made  to 
contribute  a  great  deal.  If  it  is  in  the  policy 
of  this  regulation  to  difcourage  carriages  as  a 
luxury,  I  have  no  obje^lion  to  it ;  but  I  was 
not  a  little  furprizedto  find,  in  the  colony  of 
a  republic,  and  in  a  company  of  m.erchants, 
more  etiquette  and  ollentation  of  fuperior 
rank  than  we  ufually  meet  with  in  the  firft 
clafs  of  European  nobility. 

The 
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The  Spaniards  live  in  the  quiet  and  undif- 
turbed  poflefTion  of  their  iilands,  and  having 
in  general  nothing  to  dread  from  their  own 
people,  have  leifure  to  turn  their  arms  againft 
the  hoftile  defigns  of  a  foreign  enemy  ;  and 
yet  the  fubjeds  of  Spain  in  thofe  parts, 
makins:  allowance  for  the  difference  in  extent 
of  territory,  are  much  more  numerous  than 
thofe  of  the  allied  kings,  or  rather  tributaries 
of  the  Dutch. 

The  confequence  attached  to  the  perfon 
of  a  Spaniard  in  a  public  office  is  chiefly 
conferred  upon  him  as  a  reprefentativeof  the 
parent  ftate ;  and  it  is  not  very  conliderable, 
either  with  refpedl  to.  power  or  honour  :  his 
perfonal  condutl  and  chara61:er  form  his  bed 
recommendation  to  refpe<£l  and  efleem.  An 
alcade,  without  the  affiftance  of  a  fingle 
bayonet,  rules  over  ten  thoufand  Indians, 
who  diflike  him,  it  is  true,  as  much  as  the 
natives  of  Java  can  hate  the  Dutch  ;  but 
ftill  they  remain  in  unfliaken  allegiance  to 
the  Spaniards,  a  problem  which  can  only  be 
explained  by  the  famenefs  of  religion  which 
fubiifls  between  the  Phillippine  ifles  and  the 
mother  country  ;  but  more  efpecially,  I  fuf- 
U  4  pevfl, 
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peel,  from  the  influence  of  the  monks  or 
parochial  clergy,  who  have  greater  influ- 
ence in  maiataininor  o-ood  order  amono;  the 
natives  than  even  the  terror  of  an  armed 
force. 

The  condu(£l  of  the  Dutch  in  the  admi- 
niftration  of  their  diftant  fettlements  is  at  leaft 
equally  exceptionable  with  that  of  the  Spa- 
niards.    The  miferable  ftate  of  the  natives 
who  have  the  misfortune  to  live  immediately 
under  their  authority,   and    their  inhuman 
maffacre  of  Indians  and  Chinefe  for  ventu- 
ring to  oppofe  the  torrent  of  Batavian  op- 
prefiion,  are  ftrikhig  examples  of  the  tyran- 
nical maxims  which  actuate  the  tools  of  this 
mercantile  government.     During  my  fhort 
refidence  at  Batavia  the  Dutch  beheaded  one 
Indian,  and  impaled  another  with  circum- 
ftances  of  fuch  favage  barbarity,  as  I  believe 
are  fcarceiy  to  be  paralleled  in  the  annals  of 
Turkey.     The  lafi:  unhappy  man  remained 
lix  days  alive  upon  the  ftake,  and  was  per- 
mitted,   among  thofe  who  call  themfelves 
Chriftians,   to  expire  at  laft  in  the  wind  and 
rain  under  all  the  agony  of  his  wounds.     A 
prince   from    the    Phillippine  Archipelago 

had 
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had  been  condemned  to  perpettial  imprifon- 
ment,  and  was  then  living  in  a  cell  imme- 
diately over  the  gate  of  the  caftle  ;  while  an 
Indian  of  the  fame  rank,  from  the  ifland  of 
Ceyldn,  was  juft  fentenced  to  a  fimilar  pu- 
nifhment. 

I  do  not  mean,  however,    to  defend  the 
policy  of  the  Spaniards,  or  to  fay  that  in  the 
records  of  their  government  abroad  one  can- 
not find  fimilar  inftances  of  barbarity  and  op- 
preffion.     Their  cruel  perfecution  of  the  in- 
nocent natives  of  Mexico,   with  the  prefent 
mean  and  indigent   ftate  of  Montezuma's 
defcendants,  while  they  wound  the  feelings 
of  humanity,   carry  down  to  lateft  genera- 
tions an  indelible  ftain  in  the  page  of  hif- 
tory.     The  calamitous  fate  of  the  Datou's 
fucceflbrs  in  the  Phillippine  ifles,   and  that 
horrid   flaughter    of  Indians   and  Chinefe, 
which  enfued  upon  their  unhappy  revolt, 
are  farther  examples  of  the  fame  brutal  and 
unrelenting   policy.     But   one  of  the  moil: 
extraordinary  inflances  of  colonial  vexation, 
whether   under    the    Dutch,    Englifh,    or 
Spaniards,  is  that  of  a  young  Indian  prince, 
U  4  who, 
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who,  being  forced  into  exile  by  the  vio- 
lence of  his  enennies,  expelled  compaflion 
under  his  misfortunes  within  the  walls 
of  Manilla  :  he  had  large  polTeffions  in 
Mindanao  and  Borneo,  was  king  of  Holo 
and  feveral  other  adjacent  iflands.  Com- 
pelled, however,  to  take  the  field  againfl 
his  uncle,  in  defence  of  his  juft  rights,  he 
was  defeated  in  battle,  and  withdrew  to 
Luconia,  hoping  to  receive  fuccours  from 
the  generolity  of  the  Spaniards.  He  arri- 
ved at  Manilla  with  great  riches  ;  and  de- 
livered to  the  governor,  as  a  prefeiit  for  the 
king  of  Spain,  two  curious  pearls  of  fur- 
prizing  lize  and  elegance.  He  had  been 
educated  in  the  rehdon  of  Mahomet ;   but, 

o 

with  a  view  to  ingrratiate  himfelf  into  the 
favour  of  his  new  allies,  after  difmiffing  his 
wives,  embraced  Chriftianity,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  baptifm.  In  fpite,  however,  of 
every  compliance  on  his  part,  his  neareft 
relations  were  fubje£ted  in  his  pre  fence  to 
the  indignity  of  the  whip,  and  reduced  to 
the  meaneft  condition  of  flavery  ;  while  the 
unfortunate  prince  himfelf,  flripped  of  his 

property, 
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property,  and  overwhelmed  by  all  the  mi- 
iery  of  poverty  and  defpair,  was  confined 
to  a  dungeon.  There  he  remained,  bereaved 
of  every  earthly  comfort,  till  the  arrival  of 
the  Englifli  at  the  gates  of  Manilla,  who 
opened  the  doors  of  his  prifon,  and  reflored 
him  to  his  fubje^ls. 

I  cannot,  however,  believe,  that  fuch  in- 
flanccs  of  perfidy  and  injuftice  in  the  Spa- 
nifh  colonies  are   countenanced  by  the  pa- 
rent {late.     The    inflrudions  of  the    court 
of  Spain  to   her  delegates  in  thefe  iflands 
have  always  been  favourable  to  the  happi- 
nefs  of  the  Indians  ;    and  hence  the  regula- 
tion  above-mentioned    for   the    encourasfe- 
ment  of  marriage  between  their  own  fub- 
jetts  and  the   natives,   undoubtedly  one  of 
the  bell:  inftitutions  that  can   be  imagined 
for  eflablifhing  a  national  colony.     To  this 
caufe  is  chiefly  to  be  attributed  the  decline 
of  national  arrogance  among  the  Spaniards, 
as  well  as  the  great  increafe  of  Indian  fub- 
je£ls,    who  confider   themfelves  in  all    re- 
fpe6ls  as  citizens  of  the  fame  il:ate.     But, 
until  the  Dutch  condefcend  to  imitate,  par- 
ticularly 
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ticularly  in  this  inftance,  the  wifer  policy 
of  Spain,  their  fettlements  in  the  Eaft  In- 
dies can  only  be  regarded  as  precarious  boards 
of  trade,  eftablifhed  in  diHaLc  and  difafFected 
countries. 

I  have  not  troubled  tiie  reader  with  any 
account  of  the  animal  and  vegetable  produc- 
tions in  the  neighbourhood  of  Batavia,  bcr- 
caufe,  from  the  conftant  refort  of  Buro- 
pean  nations  to  this  ifland,  they  muft  be^ 
fore  fthis  time  be  fufficiently  known  to  the 
public  ;  I  Ihall  therefore  but  briefly  men- 
tion, that  one  night  I  met  with  an  animal, 
which  appeared  to  me  of  an  extraordinary 
ipecies  :  it  had  extremely  fliort  legs,  toes, 
and  claws,  a  long  tail,  a  fnoat  drawing  to  a 
point,  a  lively  eye,  and  an  afped  peculiarly 
mild  and  placid  ;  being  covered  with  a  coat 
of  fcales,  each  at  ieaft  an  inch  in  diameter, 
I  took  it  for  the  armadilla.  I  happened  to  be 
in  company  with  a  Swifs  officer,  who,  as  it 
was  found  croffing  the  flreet  from  the  fide 
of  the  canal,  miflaking  it  for  a  cayman, 
crave  it  a  ftroke  with  his  couteau-de-chafTe, 
but,  owing  to  the  refiftance  of  the  fcales,  it 
feemed  to  receive  no  manner  of  injury  ;  not 

doubting 
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doubtins:  that  it  was  an  animal  of  a  noxious 
fpecies,  I  thruft  at  it  with  my  fmall  fword, 
and  pierced  its  body  under  the  mail.     The 
creature  feeling   itfelf  wounded,    inflantly 
affumed  the  form  of  a  bowl,  and  perceiv- 
ing a  flope  in  the  ground,  rolled  with  fur- 
prizing  velocity   inftlndtively  towards    the 
water.     Having  fhoved  him  to  the  top  of 
the  bank,    he  was  feized,  and  carried  fuf- 
pended  by  the  tail  to  my  lodgings  ;   here  he 
.  furvived  his  misfortunes  only  feven  or  eight 
days,  in   the  courfe  of  which  he    became 
fomewhat  familiar,  fhewed  an  inclination  to 
make  himfelf  a  hole  in  the  floor,  and  was 
almofl  conftantly  covered  with  ants.     Whe- 
ther thefe  infedis  were  attracted  by  any  par- 
ticular quality  in  his  nature,  or  merely  by 
the  effluvia  of  his  wounds,  I  cannot  fay  ; 
but  to  the  beft  of  my  obfervation,  he  feemed 
to  eat  them.     When  at  any  time  he  caught 
my  eye  direded  towards  him,   he  prefently 
colle6led  his  head  and  feet  under  his  back 
and  tail,  and  became  a  gobular  mafs  of  fcales. 
He  is  named,  as  I  have  been  told,  in  the  Por- 
tuguefe  language,  IfJ/hote  bergougfiofou,  or  the 


little  blufhing  animal. 


Intend- 
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Intending  to  vifit  Bombay,  the  only  fafe, 
commodious,  and  ftrongly  fortified  harbour 
on  the  main  land  of  India,  I  took  my  paf- 
fage  in  an  Englifh  veflel  bound  to  Surat,  but 
which,  for  commercial  reafons,  was  to 
touch  at  that  port. 


END   OF   THE   FIRST    VOLUME. 
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